Through the Bible
4 Kidz
A Study Based on the Book

Stranger on the Road to Emmaus by John Cross
This study of 28 chronological Bible lessons was written by a group of people who are passionate about reaching the next generation with the gospel of Christ.  

We based this study on the excellent book Stranger on the Road to Emmaus 

written by John Cross (www.goodseed.com).

We pray that these lesson plans will be a useful tool for you to use as you teach God’s Word!

Teaching Suggestions

There are MANY ideas on the “best” way to teach.  Books, seminars, tapes, and videos abound.  While all have their value, our BEST EXAMPLE is Jesus Himself.  As we look at His “teaching style”, we see the following:

· Jesus used stories that pertained to His audience.  

· Kids LOVE stories!  Especially when they’re told with excitement, passion, and props.

· NEVER READ YOUR STORY FROM THE TEACHER’S GUIDE!!!!!!! If you want to read to your group, read from the BIBLE.

· Jesus used props and objects that were easily found by His audience.  

· Jesus used things like …..

     DIRT – to teach people about the condition of their heart

     SHEEP – to show Himself as the Good Shepherd

     COINS – to demonstrate how valuable people were to Him

     BREAD – to fill people’s minds with the truth that He is the only One who can satisfy

· Great teachers use props that kids can easily identify with like….


FOOD – TOYS -  GAMES - 
FAMILY STUFF

· If you’re using puppets, please remember that puppets do not pray, they are not prayed for, and puppets do not get saved.

· Jesus knew His audience.  

This is fundamental to effective communication.  Get to know your kids.  Let THEM talk.  There are SO MANY teachable moments!

· You do realize, of course, that not every child who attends Awana is saved. 

· Avoid religious clichés; un-churched kids do not understand Christian jargon.

· Jesus taught with a point or a lesson in mind.  

· Jesus never taught with the purpose of merely giving information.  Heart change is ALWAYS His goal!

· Great teachers teach with a point!  Ask yourself, "What is my aim in teaching this lesson”? What do I hope kids will walk away with?

· State your main point and repeat if often.

· He PRAYED!

We sometimes say that prayer is “talking to God”, but it is also a time when God speaks to us.  As you prepare for your lesson each week, PRAY.  God is the Master of Creativity!  He will give you wonderful ideas!
Three Little Secrets for Success with Kids!

Have a plan:  Blessed are the well prepared, for they shall be effective and not go crazy.

Have Variety:  If your lesson is not exciting, something else will be.  Always be thinking of ways to do something new and different. Plan a surprise, or meet your demise (
Have Fun!  Be overjoyed and enthusiastic.   A smile is a curve that can set a lot of things straight!
Tips for Bible Teachers

PRAY BEFORE YOU BEGIN TO STUDY

Ask God to teach YOU the lesson early in the week, and then look for ways to apply the lesson in your own life.  You can’t give what you don’t have:  you can’t teach children what you haven’t learned yourself.

KNOW WHAT YOU’RE TEACHING – Notes are fine, but kids need to have confidence that you’re SURE about what you’re teaching.  Be prepared!

LEAN UPON GOD – While teaching the Bible to children is an enormous responsibility, we need to remember that heart change is a work that only God can do.  Trust Him to be faithful to His Word.  We have a great a mighty helper, the Holy Spirit.  He will speak to the hearts of children.

USE YOUR BIBLE – God’s Word is more powerful than anything any of us can say.  Read from your Bible!
STATE and RE-STATE the main point – Kids should walk away from your lesson able to tell others what they learned.

SET HIGH EXPECTATIONS FOR THE KIDS LISTENING TO YOU TEACH

When you are prayed up and prepared to teach, you will notice that children listen much more attentively.  Expect great listening from them, and you will get it!

ENTHUSISAM is CONTAGIOUS – Teach God’s Word with excitement and JOY!  It is a sin to bore people with the exciting Word of God.

Lesson #1 The Bible is a Unique Book
Main Point:  The Bible is True because it is God’s Word
Props: The Bible, a clothesline and clothespins, sample paper used to write the Bible on. 
Teach the following:

Many people have Bibles in their homes, but most people know very little of what is in the Bible.

-It IS a big book

-Many people start to read it and get “bogged down.”

We want to help you understand the Bible because it is God’s personal message to each one of us.

We will study the Bible chronologically.

(Show a Bible and fan through the pages)

The Bible is not just a book of doctrines, or teachings, about God; it is the story of history as seen from God’s perspective.

It is God’s recounting of history from its very beginning.

Therefore, in our council time this year we are going to walk through history, so to speak, seeing little by little what God reveals about His own character, about Satan, about mankind and about YOU. 

(Hang up clothesline prop)

Studying this way is a little like stretching out a clothesline and then hanging clothes on it.

We will be stretching out the Biblical time line and placing selected events on that line.

You may already know about certain details of the Bible but not have a clear understanding of where they fit into the overall picture.

But when the events we study are “hung in place,” the details you may have wondered about will begin to fit into their proper position among the things already on the line.

We will concentrate on “setting up the clothesline,” that is, establishing the basic time line of Bible history; and we will be placing some key events on that line.  But we will not have time, so to speak, to put everything on the line.

A look at the Bible

(Show Bible)

Now open your Bible.

Let’s take a look at the many things the Bible contains:

-Table of contents

-Old Testament

-New Testament

-Chapters, verse numbers

-Footnotes, various helps

The Bible is God’s Word.

-When we talk about the Bible being God’s Word, we are referring to the text of the Bible, not the various notes that men have added.

The Bible means a lot to me.

Say:  The Bible is my favorite book.  I know that when I read God’s Word, I’ll find the help I need for every day.  The Bible tells me what God is like.  He’s wonderful!  The more I read, the more I want to read and to know Him better.”

The Bible is the most important and unique book in the whole world because it is the Word of GOD.

Read II Timothy 3:16:  “All scripture is given by inspiration of God...”

God spoke to men called “prophets” the exact messages He wanted written down.

-Sometimes, He spoke audibly.

-Sometimes, He spoke to them in visions

-Sometimes, He just put the message directly into their minds.

-God caused the prophets to write exactly what He spoke to them.

The Bible is not men’s ideas, but God’s own Word.

The Bible is the only book in the world authored by God.

God wrote the Bible over the course of 1,600 years, using over 40 men.

The Bible has been passed down to us intact and with extreme accuracy.

Originally, God’s prophets wrote down God’s message on paper like this. (Show sample parchment paper)

As the original documents wore out form use and age, new copies had to be made.

Copying was done with extreme care.

They used every imaginable safeguard, no matter how cumbersome or laborious, to ensure the accurate transmission of the text.  The number of letters in a book was counted and its middle letter was given.  Similarly with the words, and again the middle word of the book was noted.

For many centuries, only a few people were able to have copies of the Bible. Down through the ages, God enabled men to translate the Bible into different languages.

The Bible has been translated into more languages than any other book. 

The Bible has the answers for the most important questions in life.

The Bible is not just another “religious” book.

-Many men have written books, trying to tell me about God.

-God is the author of the Bible, and in it, He reveals Himself to us.  In the Bible God tells us who He is - what He wants us to know about Him – what He is like.

In the Bible, God tells us about ourselves - our relationship to Him, to the world around us, to one another, for now and for all eternity.

Only the Bible addresses these issues with absolute authority.

The Bible is God’s personal message to each of us; it is the most important message we will ever be given.
The Bible is God’s personal message to us.  He wrote it to communicate with people – with you and with me.  If someone writes us a letter, we want to read it. (Show a real letter).  (Show the Bible)  This bible is God’s letter to us.

Come back next week so we can begin studying God’s Word together and find out what it says!

Lesson #2 God is the Creator/Owner

Main Point:  God owns everything because He created everything.

Props:  Small wooden pieces ready, a hammer and small nails.  Put tiny holes in the corners.  Superman costume.

Scripture for Teacher to read and study: 

Genesis 1:1 “In the beginning God created...”

Jeremiah 10:12 “God made the earth by His power, He founded the world by His wisdom and stretched out the heavens by His understanding”

God reveals Himself through His creation.  Creation not only testifies of God’s existence, but it also makes known God’s power and glory (see Romans 1:20).  It also tells us something of God’s sense of humor, His wisdom, and His love of color and variety.  In this age of automation and technology, of freeways and video games, it’s easy to overlook – or take for granted – all that God has made.  Take time to know God through His creation, and help your students do the same.  Look at a seed catalog, leaf through a field guide to birds or butterflies; go to the zoo; spend an hour watching people at a mall or an airport terminal.   For an almost unbelievable display of God’s creativity, visit a good aquarium.  God’s imagination is boundless!  As you prepare for this lesson from Genesis, ask yourself what creation tells you about who God is and remember that since God created everything, He owns everything. 
Teach the following:

The Bible starts with four very profound words:


In the beginning God…


Genesis 1:1

There are no opening arguments for the existence of God – it is assumed He exists.  God is just there.

GOD IS ETERNAL

He was never born, and He will never die.  God has been there all along.  God existed before plants, animals, and people, before the earth and the universe.  He had no beginning and He will have no end.  God has always been and will always be.   The Bible says that God has existed from everlasting past to everlasting future.  God is eternal.  God is the I AM.  God is the God Most High.  God is the only God.

GOD CREATED/MADE EVERYTHING

God created everything we can see and even the things we cannot see. 

(Trees, grass, dirt, skies…)

(Air, wind, heat…)

God created angels (messengers).  We cannot see them just as we cannot see God.  They are both called spirits.

GOD SPOKE HIS CREATION INTO BEING

*out of nothing.

“By the word of the Lord were the heavens made, their starry host by the breath of his mouth…Let all the earth fear the Lord; let all the people of the world revere Him.  For He spoke, and it came to be; He commanded, and it stood firm.       Psalm 33: 6.8.9

PROP:  Have some small wooden pieces ready, a hammer, and small nails.  Put tiny holes in the corners.  Invite a child to come up and talk about creating something.  Challenge her to make something the way God can by speaking and making it happen.  (Of course, no one can do this!)

Then have her hammer in the nails. She’ll end up with a small wooden box.  Remind the kids of how powerful God is that he could create by speaking.  Then use the box to talk about ownership.   ________owned this box because she made it.  God owns us, and He is Lord.

GOD IS ALL-POWERFUL, AND HE IS EVERYWHERE AT ONE TIME

PROP:  Show the kids a superman costume.  God’s power is much greater than anything kids even imagine!

GOD SPOKE

*READ GENESIS 1:1

*Have an older child continue to read the days of creation from Genesis 1.  Pause after each day to demonstrate what God did.  If time permits use props.

Day 1

Darkness (child wears a dark t-shirt)



Light (child holds a working flashlight)

Day 2

one water bottle help up high; another water bottle held down low



To represent the waters above and the waters below the sky.

Day 3

Plastic fruits/vegetables; a lei with flowers placed on another child

Day 4

Inflatable sun; cardboard moon and stars.



Real Christmas lights to represent stars.

Day 5

Cardboard fish - might be cool to have a real goldfish



Cardboard Bird; he also had beak!

Day 6

Animal costumes; animal masks

GOD OWNS EVERYTHING

Because God made everything, He owns everything. 

This is why we call Him LORD and KING.

GOD IS LOVING

God made things lovely and tasty because He loves us.

GOD IS ORDERLY AND GOD MADE RULES

Sunrise; sunset

Stop signs and traffic lights

God made rules because He knows what is best for us.

GOD IS PERFECT

God created a perfect world because that’s the way He is.  He is perfect.

Therefore, everything He created was good and perfect.  

Conclusion: 

In the Bible, God gives us the true account of creation.

No other explanation fits the facts of what we see in this world.

More than any other source, God’s word itself is our most compete and reliable record of what happened in creation.

God alone was there, and He has recorded all for us.

God owns everything because He created it

God is sovereign over all.

God is our Creator.

God is our owner.

God is the all-knowing and all-powerful one.

Think of the things we have already learned about God

-He alone existed in eternity past before anything was created.

-He created all things from nothing.

-He has all power and all knowledge, is everywhere all the time, and is unchanging.

-He crated man and designed man to be under God’s sovereign authority.

We would be very foolish not have a fear of and a high regard for one who such awesome power!

Yet this same God wants to communicate with us and has given us His Word.

Only as we consider who God is can we begin to have true knowledge about like, for God is the One who created life.

And He loves us enough to communicate these answers to us as we seek to know Him through His Word, the Bible!

Lesson #3  I Will/Has God Said?     Where Are You? / Death

Main Point:  God Wants Us To Trust Him!

Props:  A cup of fresh milk; a cup of really spoiled milk; vinegar; plastic worm infected rat; a fichus tree; “Bridge” posters; popsicles

REVIEW

· Days of Creation and how it was done
· God’s power
· God owns everything
· God made rules because He loves us and knows what is best for us.
· God is perfect
HEAVEN

God is perfect and lives in a perfect place called Heaven.

He can only be surrounded with perfect people and things.

The Bible tells us that Heaven is a perfect place, where perfect people and perfect angels live with a perfect God.  It is very beautiful.  Like a huge park with many trees and a river.  There is a city right in the middle where nothing is broken.  It is so beautiful that it has streets of gold and gates of pearl.  There is no sickness, sadness or death.  Heaven is full of beautiful music.  There is no darkness or night, so there is no sleeping.  Heaven is a perfect place where perfect angels and perfect people live with a perfect God.

When God created the world, it was just like Heaven.  There was no sin and nothing died.  The world was just like how God wanted them to be.  The people He created were also perfect.

LUCIFER REBELS
God didn’t create all of the angels exactly alike; some were more beautiful, intelligent, and wise than others.

The greatest angel was called Lucifer.

God gave Lucifer a very important position in Heaven.

He was given a place of great authority and power over the other angles.

Because Lucifer was created by God and given the highest position over all of the other angels, he should have loved, obeyed, and served God.

But after a time, Lucifer became very proud of his beauty, intelligence, and position.

God’s most important angel, Lucifer, became unhappy.

Lucifer did not want to be an angel anymore.

He didn’t like the job God gave him.  He thought that he deserved something better.  He didn’t want to be an angel.  He wanted to be God.

He convinced others to join.  They hated God and wanted to ruin everything.  Heaven was not a happy place anymore.

SIN

Sin is a choice not to live God’s perfect way.  Sin is disobedience to God.  Sin can be doing bad things or saying wrong things.  Even bad thoughts are sin.  Sin is a way of telling God that you know better than He does.

SIN ALWAYS SPOILS THINGS 
Just a little bit of sin ruins everything!

Support Activity:  Hold up a cup of milk.  Take a sip.  Now, open the vinegar and allow several children to smell it.  Pour a small amount of the vinegar into the milk and ask, “Who here would like to drink this milk with the vinegar in it?  Why wouldn’t you?”  Remember- just a little bit of sin ruins everything.  Say, “You don’t want to drink this milk because it is ruined.  The milk was fine until I added the vinegar.  Just a little bit of the vinegar has ruined the WHOLE glass of milk.”
Support Activity:  Hold up a can of Coke.  Take a few sips and tell the kids how much you LOVE Coke.  Ask them if any of them like Coke.  Now, SPIT into the Coke.  Say, “NOW, who would like a sip of my Coke?  No one wants this Coke now because it is ruined.  Just a LITTLE bit of spit has made this Coke yucky.”  

SIN=SADNESS AND DEATH 

Isaiah 59:2 tells us that sin separates us from God.  But, worst of all, sin brings death.  Romans 6:23 tells us, “the wages of sin are death but the gift of God is eternal life”.

Support Activity:  Hold up the $1 dollar bill.  Ask a child to do something for (like bring you a prop).  Tell the group that because this child did this for you, you are going to give him a “wage”.  A wage is something you earn.  

Say, “The Bible says that the wages of sin is death.  What we “earn” by sinning is death.”

GOD IS FAIR      All bad things deserve to be punished.  It is not fair when someone does something bad and they are not punished.  When we do something bad, we should expect to be punished.  God is always fair.  He punishes just the right amount.
BAD NEWS: ALL SIN MUST BE PUNISHED 
BAD ANGELS     Because God is perfect, these bad angels could not stay with God.                     God threw them out of Heaven.  They cannot come back.                                                                     Lucifer’s name was changed to Satan, which means enemy.  Satan was now an enemy of God.

A TERRIBLE HOME CREATED FOR LUCIFER AND HIS ANGELS  Because Satan and the bad angels were being terrible and bad, the new home was terrible and bad.  Their home was full of heart and unhappiness. God created a place for Satan and his followers called the Lake of Fire.  The people who live there do so forever and ever.  (Rev. 20:10 and Matt 25:41)                                                                          

GOOD ANGELS   The good angels still live and serve God in Heaven.  They are still His messengers.  They continue to live there today with God.

BACK TO ADAM AND EVE      
Adam was perfect. Eve was perfect.  God had placed them in the Garden of Eden and it was perfect. It was full of beautiful animals and plants.  They had everything they needed.  God was their Friend.  He loved them; they were very happy.  God put Adam in charge of all that He created.  God gave Adam and Eve a variety of plants, fruits, and vegetables to eat.

Adam and Eve were able to communicate with God and with each other.  They enjoyed walking with God.  They had perfect friendship and fellowship with God and with each other.

Prop:  Show a bridge poster

The Tree of Life and the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil
God created two very important trees in the middle of the garden:  the Tree of Life and the Tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

God was Adam’s source of life.

God wanted Adam and Eve to have what was good.

Adam and Eve were dependant upon God for everything.

God wanted to guide them in every choice and decision.

God clearly instructed Adam and Eve.  When God placed them in the garden, God did not leave it up to them to decide which things were right and which things were wrong to do.
God spoke to Adam and Eve and told them what they must not do or they would surely die.

God clearly instructs us:

-God is still the same today.

-He has not left us to decide for ourselves what is right and what is wrong.

God has given the Bible to us so can know what pleases and displeases Him.

God instructed Adam and Eve:

-God planted an endless s variety of trees- trees that supplied food for man and gave beauty to the garden.

-Only ONE tree was denied to Adam and Eve.

-They must not eat of the fruit from this tree that was called the three of the knowledge of good and evil.

God knew what was best for Adam and Eve.

They had a choice about whether or not to obey God.

-They could choose to obey God and eat only what God had said was good, knowing that God’s choice was the best for them

-They could eat of the tree of life and live forever.

-But if they disobeyed God and ate the fruit from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, it would be because Adam and Eve had decided that they wanted to be independent of God.

-From the time they ate, they would not only know what was good but they would also know what was evil.

-Instead of God telling them what was good and what was evil they would have decided to choose for themselves.

The result of disobedience:

-If they disobeyed God and wanted to be independent of God, then the result would be death, separation from God.

Death is the punishment of disobedience to God.

God is holy and righteous.  He demands death as the payment for sin.

What did God mean when He told Adam and Eve that they would die?

1. Separation from God – death of a relationship.

-Adam and Eve would be separated from God.

-Adam and Eve would be separated from God’s love and friendship.

-Adam and Eve would be separated from God, the source of life and all that is good.

 PROP: Plastic, worm-infected rat.  Tell story of stinking, nasty rat.
2. Separation from the body – the death of the physical body.

-God didn’t mean that Adam and Eve would die physically the same day they ate the fruit.

-God meant that on that day, they would be cut off from God who was the source of their life.

-Because of this, they would also have to die physically.

PROP: Branch broken off from a tree

Explain:

What happens when a branch is cut off from a tree?  The branch doesn’t die immediately, does it?  The leaves are still green for a few days and it looks just like it did before it was cut.  But because it has been separated from the tree, it cannot receive what it needs to keep it alive.  It has been cut off form its source of life.  Very soon, it will wither and dry up.

That’s what God meant would happen to Adam and Eve.  If they ate of this fruit, they would be immediately cut off from God, the source, giver, and sustainer of their life.  The result would be that they would also have to die physically.

When a person dies, he is separated from his body.  A person’s spirit and soul, that is, the part of him that cannot be seen, leave his body and so he dies.

When God first created Adam’s body, Adam didn’t have any life.  His body was like a dead person’s body.  Then God breathed life into Adam’s nostrils.  When God breathed into Adam’s body, God gave him his soul and spirit.  Our bodies are the houses of our souls and spirits.  Every person has his own soul and spirit in his body.

God told Adam and Eve that, they disobeyed Him and ate the fruit from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil; they would be separated from God who gave them their life.

They would no longer enjoy God’s love and friendship.

Eventually, Adam and Eve’s body would also have to die.  Their soul and spirit would leave their body and they would die.)

3. Separation forever in the Lake of Fire – death of future joys which God had planned for Adam.

· Finally, if Adam and Eve disobeyed God, then not only would their body die, but they would also go eventually to the Lake of Fire.

· This is the same place of terrible punishment that God prepared for Satan and his spirit followers.

 But what about God’s great enemy, Satan?

-Satan knew about God’s warning to Adam concerning the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

-Because Satan hates God, he wanted to destroy the man and woman that God had made.

-Therefore, Satan planned to deceive Eve.

Satan used the serpent to disguise himself and deceive Eve.

Satan still deceives people!

Read Genesis 3:1.

Why did Satan ask Eve this question?

-He already knew the correct answer.

-He didn’t care what God said.

-He was testing Eve so he could trick her.

-He was attempting to cast doubt on God’s Word – this is one of Satan’s favorite tactics.

GOD OR SATAN

Satan’s lie (God is holding out on you).

You will not die; you will live.

Whom should they trust?

DISOBEDIENCE

They wanted to be like God.

They ate the fruit

They listened to Satan.

Very sad.

A BROKEN FRIENDSHIP

A vast gulf in the relationship between God and man.

A perfect God could not allow mixed loyalties, half friendships, or partial betrayals.

Unless there was trust, no relationship could exist. 

The friendship was over.

NO LONGER PERFECT

PROP Popsicle stick. If possible, give one to everyone in class.  If not, bring a volunteer up front to demonstrate the following. Say:

“We are going to have a contest.  I want you to break the Popsicle stick into as many pieces as you can.  Keep all of the pieces so we can see who has the most.  I have a prize here for the winner (allow time for students to break their sticks.)

Wow, some of you really broke that stick into many pieces! (Determine the winner and give a prize).

Now, take your broken Popsicle stick and put it back together again. (Provide tape, stapler and staples, etc. and let students work to put their sticks back together.)  Can you put it back together perfectly, or will I always be able to tell that it has been broken?  When Adam and Eve sinned, they broke off their perfect relationship with God.

Everything changed.  It was spoiled by sin and was broken into pieces. The sin affected everything on earth – man, animal and even the plants.

Weeds and thorns (bring real ones to show the kids)

Animals killed each other

Sickness, selfishness, and sadness

FIG LEAVES

Adam and Eve felt guilt and shame

They sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves.

They thought if they fixed up their outward appearance, God would never notice that things have changed inside.

(This was man’s first attempt to make things right in a world gone wrong!)

Having a good outward appearance did not remedy the inner reality.

A SIN NATURE

Because of Adam’s sin, all his offspring would inherit his sin nature.  

Because he died, all his offspring would die.

REVIEW

PROP:  Show “Bridge” posters

In the beginning, God and man were close friends, living in harmony in a perfect world.   Only perfect people can live with a perfect God. 

The relational bridge was broken when Adam and Eve believed Satan’s word instead of God’s, and disobeyed God’s clear instructions.  The whole world changed.  

It became a place of guilt, sorrow, and death.

After Adam and Eve sinned, they adjusted their outward appearance in an effort to look better than they really were.  They tried to cover their sin.  It didn’t work.  God refused to accept the clothes of leaves that Adam and Eve made for them.  Sinners have no way of covering their shame before the Holy One.  Only God can save sinners from their guilt.  Thus, God Himself sacrificed some animals, made clothes of skin, and put them on Adam and Eve.  God made the first blood sacrifice. 

Main Point:  God Wants Us To Trust Him!

Lesson #4  Paradox/Atonement  STRANGER pp. 71-83
Main Point:  Sin has terrible consequences.

Props:  Styrofoam circle with the word “Just” on one side and the word “Loving” on the other; fruit and vegetables; gardening tools; sheep; clothing to look like a gardener and a shepherd.

Scripture for Teacher to read and study: 

Genesis 4:3-16, 25

Review:

God established physical laws to govern the universe, so He established spiritual laws to govern the relationship between God and man. 

Teach the following:

Man’s Problem

Certificate of Debt

…the law of sin and death.


Romans 8:2

…the soul who sins shall die.


Ezekiel 18:20

Two Facets

We have something we don’t want – a sin problem.  Because of our sin, we experience guilt, shame, pain, separation from God, and eventually the Second Death.

We need something we don’t have – perfection.  We need a level of goodness that makes us acceptable in God’s presence.

The question is twofold: How can we get rid of our sin?  And, how can we gain a righteousness that is equal to God’s righteousness, so that we can be accepted in his presence?

God’s Situation

1. Perfectly Just

2. Perfectly Loving

Paradox

To be completely JUST, God must enforce our payment of the sin-debt- we must die.  But because God is loving, He has no desire to destroy us.   Both qualities of his character are equal.  God is not more loving than he is just.  So how can God maintain justice and still be loving?

Atonement

Cain and Abel were both born outside of the garden.

Read Genesis 4:2

Because Adam and Eve had sinned against God, they were put outside of the garden, away from the tree of life.

-Cain and Abel were born outside of the garden, away from the tree of life, because Adam their father was outside of the garden.

-Cain and Abel were born sinners because their father Adam was a sinner.

Had Adam not sinned, Cain and Abel would have been born with the ability to know, love and obey God.

Instead, they were born under Satan’s control with a sinful nature.
When God created Adam and Eve, they were perfect before God, and He loved and accepted them

-If they had obeyed Him, then they would have continued to live in the garden and eat of the tree of life.

-Their children would have been born perfect and would also have lived in the garden.

-They too, would have loved God and would have been fully accepted by Him.

But because of Adam’s sin in eating the forbidden fruit, Cain and Abel were born sinners, separated from God, outside of the garden, and away from the tree of life.

Not only was Adam the father of Cain and Abel, but he was also the father of the entire human race.

-Adam was your forefather.

-He was my forefather.

-He was everyone’s forefather.

Therefore, because Adam disobeyed God and was separated from Him, all people in this world are born sinners, cut off from God.

PROP:  Show Bridge picture

It is important that we realize we were born sinners.

We were born separated from God.  Every human being was born separated from God.

We must also remember that, even though we are born sinners, it is God who has given us life.

-All life comes from God

-All life is owned by God

-He created everyone and everything.

God told Adam and Eve what they must do when they cam to worship Him.  Man is a sinner; God is supreme, sovereign, loving, merciful, and gracious.  Man can come to God only according to God’s will and plan.

-It was not man’s way.

-It was God who decided on this way.

God made a way for them because He loved them.

God communicates with man.

God must have told Adam and Eve what they must do if they wanted to come to Him.

Adam and Eve probably told Cain and Abel what God said they must do if they wished to come to God.

God is holy and righteous.  He demands death as the payment of sin.

Here is what God must have told them:

-When they came to Him they had to bring a sheep as an offering to Him.

-They had to kill the animal in such a way that the animal’s blood would flow out.

The blood of the animals could not pay for their sin; why then would God tell them to kill a sheep?

-Because God wanted them to remember that the punishment for sin is death.

-He wanted them to remember that they would die and go to everlasting punishment unless He saved them,

-If they agreed with God that they were sinners and that only He could save them from everlasting punishment, then they were to bring a sheep and kill it, as God had told them to.

Cain and Abel

Read Genesis 4:3-16, 25

Role-play the story of Cain and Abel.  Have children dressed in costume and props to act out the story.

Both Cain and Abel came to offer sacrifices to God.

Man can come to God only according to God’s will and plan.

Both Cain and Abel believed in the existence of God, and both came to offer sacrifices to Him.

God accepted Abel’s offering.

Man must have faith in order to please God and be saved.

Man can come to God only according to God’s will and plan.

Abel brought one of his sheep as an offering to God.

-It was the firstborn lamb or its mother.

-Abel killed the sheep so its blood ran out, and he offered the sheep to God.

Why did Abel bring this offering to God?

-Because he agreed with God that he was a sinner and that only God could save him from everlasting punishment.

-Because he believed the promises God had given his parents while they were still in the Garden of Eden. 

God was pleased with Abel’s offering and accepted it.

Explain:

It is important to understand that the blood of animals could never pay for sin.  God did not accept Abel’s lamb as the payment for his sin.  Sin must be paid for by the sinner being separated from God forever.  But God forgave Abel’s sin and accepted him because Abel trusted, not in himself, but in God who had promised to send the Deliverer.
The blood of animals COVERED sin; the blood of Jesus TAKES AWAY sin!
Cain’s offering was rejected by God.

Man must have faith in order to please God and be saved.

Man can come to God only according to God’s will and plan.

As an offering to God, Cain brought the things that he had grown.

But God would not accept Cain or his offering.

Why not?

-Was it because the things Cain grew and brought to God were not good?

-Was it because God doesn’t like things grown from the ground?

-No, these are not the reasons.

-Did God reject Cain’s offering because Cain was a worse sinner than Abel was?

-No, that wasn’t the reason God would not accept him

-Both Cain and Abel were born sinners.

God rejected Cain and his offering because:

-Cain didn’t come to God admitting he was a sinner.

-He came to God in his own way, according to his own ideas, and not in the way that God had commanded.

-Cain did not believe God.

-He did not trust in the way that God had told them to come.

-That is why God rejected him.

Even though Cain refused to believe God and deliberately went his own way, God reasoned with him.

Because of God’s love and mercy, He talked to Cain and tried to get him to come to God in the right way.

God wanted Cain to know that he, too, would be accepted if he came as his brother came, believing God’s Word, offering the blood, and trusting in God and His promise of the Deliverer. 

Cain refused to listen to God, and killed Abel.

Cain became very angry.

He would not listen to God.  He was listening to Satan, just as his mother and father had done in the garden.

God knew Cain had killed Abel.  God is everywhere and knows everything.

Remember all sin must be punished.  Cain would not repent; He refused to change his attitude towards God and toward his sin.  All of Cain’s descendants followed his example.  They all lived and died separated from God.

God gave Adam and Eve another child in place of Abel.  His name was Seth.

Seth was born separated from God, but he trusted in God just as Abel did.

God planned that the Deliverer would come into the world through the line of Seth. 

Man must have faith in order to please God and be saved!

Lesson 5: Two by Two/Babel

(There are several lesson plans included here for optional teaching styles). Noah and the Tower of Babel are combined into one lesson in the following plan. 
 There are two lesson plans that follow this one that separate Noah and the Tower of Babel into two separate lessons.
Props: Large model of the ark with one door that can be opened and closed shut; Building blocks. sign that reads “GRACE: God’s kindness to undeserving sinners.”

Scripture for Teacher to read and study: 

Genesis 6-11; Romans 1:21-32

Review:

No one can come to God, unless he comes by the righteous way that God has ordained!  God’s way is perfect and precise!  Abel brought the sacrifice that God required, but Cain brought something else.  God required the blood – the life – of an unblemished animal.  Abel believed God and brought a blood sacrifice, just as God required.  Cain did not believe Him.  Cain claimed to believe in God, but his actions denied it, because he did not bring what God commanded.  Cain erred in two ways.  First, his actions revealed that he really didn’t trust God.  Secondly, Cain failed by doing things his own way.  Cain ignored God’s plan.  He came up with another way, a religion of his own making.  Cain created the first false religion. God doesn’t accept personal ideas on how to get right with Him. Man may have the best intentions in the world, but sincerity is not enough – it does not bridge the gap between man and God. 

Teach the following:

After the Bible records the story of Cain and Able centuries would pass before anything earthshaking would happen.  No less than ten generations passed before the next big event unfolded in world history.

Hundred and hundreds of years passed, but God did not forget His commitment to send the Promised Deliverer.  Each generation had those who believed God.  Though the population of the world was increasing, the number who trusted God did not increase at the same rate.  The Bible records that all but a few turned their backs on him.

Living for Self

Man became focused on living for self.

Man scorned God’s plan and developed a philosophy of life that excluded any desire to seek after God.

Man wasn’t even attempting to bridge the gap.

God saw and hated the sin of these people, but He also loved them and wanted them to repent.

-He wanted them to change their minds.

_He wanted them to admit they were wrong.

-He wanted them to believe in Him.

God warned them that He would not always continue to tell them his message.

-If they continued to resist Him, He would let them follow Satan, and He would punish them

-God said He would give them 120- years.

-If they did not repent in 120 years, He would punish them

The majority of the people followed the godless ways of Cain.

They were becoming more and more sinful.

They refused to believe God’s message and to trust in Him and His mercy.

God was grieved by it all.  However, God had to hold man accountable for his behavior.

“So the LORD said, “I will wipe mankind, whom I have created from the face of the earth….” Genesis 6:7

Two by Two

Noah

Noah was a righteous man and walked with God.

He was born a sinner under Satan’s control just like all of Adam’s descendants.

Noah did not deserve to be saved by God.

He too deserved to be punished.

But Noah came to God like Able, bringing the blood of animals. Noah listened to God’s words to him. He repented, believed, and came to God in the way God told him.

Noah trusted God to save him though the coming Deliverer.

Because of His grace, God forgave and accepted Noah.

The word “grace” means “God’s kindness to undeserving sinners.”

PROP:  Show sign that reads “GRACE: God’s kindness to undeserving sinners.”

Because the people where so evil and would not change their minds and come to God he decided to destroy the whole earth.

God told Noah that He was going to send a great flood, which would cover the whole earth.

God also told Noah to build a large boat so that all those who trusted in God could be saved.

This boat had to be built just as God told Noah.

Noah had to follow God’s instructions.

The ark had to be built according to God’s plan

God knew exactly how the ark should be built, and He gave Noah careful instructions.

But there was one very important point we especially need to remember about the way God told Noah to build the ark.

The Way of Escape

God told Noah to put only ONE DOOR in the side of the ark.

There was to be only one way to get inside.

Every person and every animal that was to be saved from God’s judgment had to cone into the ark by this door.

There was only ONE ARK in which people could be saved from God’s wrath, and there was only ONE DOOR to enter the ark.

Obedience

Because Noah believed God, he obeyed Him. 

He had never built a boat before, certainly one of this size!

His neighbors made fun of him.

Noah warned the people of God’s coming judgment.

The people did not accept God’s words, which Noah spoke to them.

God waited patiently for 120 years for them to change their minds, but He would wait no longer. It was time for God to punish them.

Before it started to rain, God told Noah to take his family and the chosen animals into the finished boat.

Noah believed that God was going to destroy the whole world.

He also believed that God could only save him and his family, so he did what God said.

God didn’t save Noah because of his good life.

God saved him because Noah agreed with and trusted in God.

Man can come to God only according to God’s will and plan.

Noah and his family all went into the ark through the one door that God had told Noah to make.

This was the only way anyone could be saved from the flood and God’s wrath against sin.

All the animals also came into the boat by the only door.

After all were all inside, God shut the door.

PROP: Show ark model and shutting of door

All those inside the boat were safe because God has shut them in.

Those outside the boat now had no way to escape God’s anger because God had shut them out.

God made it rain for forty days and nights until the whole earth was covered with water, even the highest mountains and trees.

Everyone outside the ark was destroyed.

 (Show ark model and shutting of door) 

One Door

The ark took 7 days to load.

After the loading was completed God shut them in. (Use tape to really secure door shut)

When judgment came and the waters began to rise, no amount of banging on the ark could move Noah to open the hatch.  Nor did Noah and his family need fear that the door might be torn open in the pounding deluge.

They were perfectly safe because God had shut the door – the one and only door to safety. 

He had shut in those who believed and shut out the rebellious.

The rain fell on the earth forty days and forty nights.

A Different Planet

Noah and his family were in the boat for 371 days before God opened the door and let them out.

The ground was not only dry but also producing again.  A different planet.

Noah Built an Altar

The first thing Noah did was to build an altar and offer an innocent animal as a blood sacrifice to God.  

Again, we see that Noah had confidence in God, believing that the Lord would keep his word, and somehow save him and his family from the consequence of sin.  God was pleased.

A Promise

Read Genesis 9:9, 11-13.

God promised never to destroy the earth with a flood again.  

The rainbow would be reminder of that promise.

Man now had a fresh start.

Babel

Centuries of time passed and the population of the earth increased.

  Man’s Agenda

After the flood, God had told man to…

“Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the earth.” Genesis 9:1

But man began to try to change the agenda and add something of his own to God command!

First, man felt that everyone should stay in one place and build a big city.  This was in direct disobedience to God’s instruction.

Once again, man felt that he knew better than God did what was right!

Second, along with the city, man wanted to build a tower to bring honor to him. (Use building blocks to build a tower)

Once again, man was functioning independently of God!

Babel is the first incident of an organized religion recorded in the Bible. The people, in trying to build a tower to the heavens, were devising their own way of reaching God.  However, it didn’t work.  

There is only one way to God – God’s way.

Scattered

The story speaks for itself.  God took action to confront man’s defiance.  God said…

Read Genesis 11:7, 8

He confused their language and scattered them.

Because men could no longer understand one another, they separated into their various families and moved away to different parts of the country.

Over many years, they moved to other parts of the world on foot and by boats.

This was God’s original plan – that man would populate the entire earth, not just one area.

Lesson #5 Noah Listens to God   STRANGER pp. 87-97
(Genesis 6:9-8:22)
Main Point:  God loves people and wants to rescue them.  Listening to God and obeying Him are the keys to His blessing and deliverance.
Note to Teacher: (For helpful related information, visit http://www.christiananswers.net/q-abr/abr-a001.html).

Introduction:

PowerPoint:  Show a picture of Noah’s Ark
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Ask:  Who can tell me what this is? (Noah’s Ark)

Say This:  It’s interesting that nearly everyone in the world could point to that picture and name it as Noah’s Ark.  It’s so familiar and so well known. Nearly every tribe – even in remote areas- has a story about a worldwide flood.  Anthropologists have collected between 250 and 300 such flood stories. 

(Howard F. Vos, Genesis and Archaeology (Chicago: Moody Press, 1963), p. 32. Vos, in the following pages gives an excellent summary of some of the most significant ancient accounts and suggests their relationship to the Genesis account.)

Because stories of Noah’s Ark have been passed down in many different versions, it is actually rare to find people who know the TRUTH and the real message of the Ark.

  If you think you’ve heard this story 100 times, think again!  

God’s Word is so rich and deep, and the more we study the Bible, the more truth we learn from God.

PowerPoint: Genesis 6:9-10   This is the account of Noah. 
      Noah was a righteous man, blameless among the people of his time, and he walked with God. Noah had three sons: Shem, Ham and Japheth.
Ask:  What two words in that verse describe Noah?  (Righteous & Blameless)

Say This:  Notice how else Noah is described:  He walked with God.

WOW!  In just one sentence, look what has been written about Noah!  Righteous, blameless, and a man who walked with God.

Ask:  If people had to describe you in just one sentence, what would they say? 
 If God were to describe you in just one sentence, how do you think He would describe you?

Say This:  Remember that the Bible is God’s Word.  So if the Bible says that Noah was blameless, righteous, and walked with God, then that is the truth!

PowerPoint: [image: image2.jpg]



Walked with God – What does it mean to walk with God?  Think back to the beginning of Genesis where God created Adam and Eve and had sweet fellowship with them in the Garden of Eden.  Every day, Adam and Eve walked with God in the cool of the day.  Can you just imagine what it would be like to take a walk through a perfect garden with the Creator????

To walk with God doesn’t just mean to walk physically beside God, but rather to be aware of His presence every moment in your life.  Walking with God means listening to Him.  Noah was obviously listening to God!
PowerPoint:  Psalm 128:1  Blessed is everyone who fears the LORD and walks in His ways.

PowerPoint:  Show this picture:
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It is very important to listen to God!  Back in the Garden of Eden, God clearly told Adam and Eve to eat the fruit from every tree – except for one:  The Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil.  God said that if they ate from that one tree, they would surely DIE! (Genesis 2:16-17)  Satan, who came to Adam and Eve in the form of a snake, told them that God was lying, and if they ate from that tree, they would be like God. (Genesis 3:4)  When Adam and Eve listened to Satan instead of listening to God, everything changed! (Genesis 3:7)

We all know that when sin came into the world, things were no longer “good”.  Sin always spoils things, and by now, the world was in terrible shape!

PowerPoint:  Genesis 6:11 Now the earth was corrupt in God's sight and was full of violence.

Say This:  This means that the earth was very sinful in God’s eyes.  It was full of mean and harmful acts.  People were making many bad choices.
Ask:  What two words are used to describe the world?  (Corrupt; full of violence)

Is that how God created our world to be, corrupt and full of violence?  (NO!)

How did that happen?  In Genesis chapter one, the Bible says that everything God created was GOOD.  But here we are in Genesis chapter 6, and already God sees the earth as corrupt and full of violence.

PowerPoint:  Genesis 6:12 God saw how corrupt the earth had become, for all the people on earth had corrupted their ways.

Say This:  The people, not God, corrupted (ruined) their own ways.

Ask:  What are some ways that we can actually ruin our own ways? (Listen to answers)

Ask:  How would you describe our world today?  How do you think God sees our world? (Listen to answers)

Say This:  While God saw the world as corrupt and full of violence, he saw Noah as a righteous and blameless man.  Noah listened to God, and because he is listening, God is going to tell him some BAD NEWS and then some GOOD NEWS:  

PowerPoint: BAD NEWS:   God was going to send punishment to the earth.
Genesis 6:13 So God said to Noah, "I am going to put an end to all people. They have filled the earth with their harmful acts. You can be sure that I am going to destroy both them and the earth.

Genesis 6:17 "I am going to bring a flood on the earth. It will destroy all life under the sky. It will destroy every living creature that breathes. Everything on earth will die.
PowerPoint: GOOD NEWS:   God had a rescue plan!

Genesis 6:14-16"So make yourself an ark out of cypress wood. Make rooms in it. Cover it with tar inside and out. Here is how I want you to build it. The ark has to be 450 feet long. It has to be 75 feet wide and 45 feet high. Make a roof for it. Leave the sides of the ark open a foot and a half from the top. Put a door in one side of the ark. Make lower, middle and upper decks.
   Genesis 6:18-21 “But I will make my covenant with you. You will enter the ark. Your sons, your wife, and your sons' wives will enter it with you. 

   "Bring two of every living thing into the ark. Bring male and female of them into it. They will be kept alive with you. Two of every kind of bird will come to you. Two of every kind of animal will come to you. And two of every kind of creature that moves along the ground will come to you. All of them will be kept alive with you. 

   "Take every kind of food that you will need. Store it away. It will be food for you and for them." 

	BAD NEWS
	GOOD NEWS

	God said that He was going to destroy the people and the earth.
	ANYONE who listened to God would be safe!

	A flood would be coming.
	God told Noah to build a big boat called an ark.  This ark would keep Noah and his family safe.

	All life under the sky would be destroyed
	God made a covenant with Noah.  God promised Noah that his family would be saved. God made a way for people and animals to be protected from the terrible flood that was about to come.


Say This, and Show on PowerPoint:  Notice that God said, two of every kind of bird WILL COME TO YOU.  Two of every kind of animal WILL COME TO YOU.  And two of every kind of creature that moves along the ground WILL COME TO YOU.

God also told Noah to take 7 of every kind of “clean” animal, take 7 of every kind of bird, and take 2 of every kind of animal that is “not clean”.

Say This and Show on PowerPoint: Listen to this:  Genesis 7:8-10 Pairs of "clean" animals and pairs of animals that were not "clean" CAME TO NOAH. So did pairs of birds and pairs of all of the creatures that move along the ground. Male and female of all of them CAME TO NOAH and entered the ark. 

   Everything happened exactly as God had commanded Noah.

Say This:  Isn’t it interesting that Noah didn’t have to figure out a way to get all those animals on the ark by himself.  He didn’t have to search for them or trap them or bring them in on a rope.  GOD had those animals COME TO NOAH!  Think about that:  When is the last time you saw that many animals willingly come to a person?  It is not natural for animals to come, two by two, to a person.  Much less line up to get on a boat!  God did a miracle here!

PowerPoint:  Show the picture of the animals coming to the ark.

Say This (but don’t make this “academic”):  God gave Noah specific directions to follow while [image: image120.jpg]


building the ark:

· Make from cypress wood

· Build rooms in it

· Cover it with tar inside and out (This was to waterproof the ark).

· 450 feet long, 75 feet wide, 45 feet high.

· Needs a roof

· Lower, middle, and upper decks

· Take food on the ark for the people and the animals

· ONE door – and through that door, all who entered would be saved.

PowerPoint:  John 10:9 Jesus said, I AM the Door; whoever enters through Me will be saved.
Say This:  The best part is that Noah listened to God!  All throughout the Bible, we see that when disaster is about to happen, God always sends a warning.    It took Noah 120 years to build this ark, and all the while, he was preaching righteousness to the people.  The problem isn’t that God didn’t warn; the problem is that the people didn’t listen.  These people had 120 years to trust and believe in God, but they would not listen!

Noah DID listen, and he followed the directions that God gave him.

PowerPoint:  Genesis 6:22 Noah did everything exactly as God commanded him.
Say This:  After Noah had followed all of God’s instructions, and after the animals, Noah, and his family were safe in the Ark, GOD SHUT THE DOOR.  And SEVEN DAYS later, it began to rain.

Ask:  Do you think it was hard for Noah and his family to be in that ark for 7 days before the rain even began?   

Say This:  Noah LISTENED to God; Noah TRUSTED God.  When God said it was going to rain in 7 days, Noah BELIEVED God!  And think of this:  it had never rained before.  It may have seemed strange to Noah that God would tell him that big drops of water were going to fall from the sky.  We see rain all the time, but Noah had NEVER seen rain before, and he was 600 years old!

But whether Noah had seen rain or not, Noah chose to LISTEN TO GOD and to BELIEVE GOD!  This is very important for us to do as well!

It might be that God tells you to do something or to go somewhere.  It’s very important that you listen to God and trust Him.  Obeying God is the key to God’s blessing in your life.

What if Noah had not listened to God?  He would have been destroyed in the flood.  There would not have been “another chance”.
PowerPoint:  Genesis 7:12 Rain fell on the earth for 40 days and 40 nights.
PowerPoint:  Genesis 7:17-24 For 40 days the flood kept coming on the earth. As the waters rose higher, they lifted the ark high above the earth. The waters rose higher and higher on the earth. And the ark floated on the water. 

   The waters rose on the earth until all of the high mountains under the entire sky were covered. The waters continued to rise until they covered the mountains by more than 20 feet. 

   Every living thing that moved on the earth died. The birds, the livestock and the wild animals died. All of the creatures that fill the earth also died. And so did every human being. Everything on dry land that had the breath of life in it died. Every living thing on the earth was wiped out. People and animals were destroyed. The creatures that move along the ground and the birds of the air were wiped out. 

   Everything was destroyed from the earth. Only Noah and those who were with him in the ark were left. 

   The waters flooded the earth for 150 days. 

Say This:  The waters flooded the earth for 150 days (Genesis 7:24) then went down over a few months.  Five months after the flood began, the ark landed on the mountains of Ararat (Genesis 8:4). It took a long time for the waters to recede and for the ground to be dry enough to walk on. It was a little more than a year that Noah and his family spent on the ark. And when it was safe and God told them to leave, they got off the ark.  
It’s interesting to note the exact day that the Ark landed on the mountains: the 17th day of the 7th month is the Day of First fruits that is the day we celebrate the resurrection of our LORD.  The old world had been washed away by the big flood, and Noah and his family came out of the ark into a brand new world.

When Jesus rose from the dead, he took away the power of sin and death.  Anyone who trusts in Him has a completely NEW LIFE!

Fascinating Note to Teacher:  Look at all that God has done on this exact day!

· 1. The safe landing of Noah's Ark on Mt. Ararat (Gen.8:4); 

· 2. It was the day the Hebrews entered Egypt (Ex.12:40-41); 

· 3. It was the day that Moses led the freed Israelites through the Red Sea 430 years exactly after they entered Egypt (Ex.3:18; 5:3); 

· 4. It was the day that Israel entered and ate the fruits of the Promised Land (Josh.5:10-12); 

· 5. It was the day the walls of Jericho came crashing down (Josh.5:13); 

· 6. It was the day Hezekiah cleansed the Temple 800 years after entering the promised land (2 Chr.29:1-28) - that was the Scripture I read to you at supper last night; 

· 7. It was the day that Queen Esther saved the Jews from extermination (Esther 3:12; 5:1); 

· 8. It was the day that Yah'shua the Messiah (Jesus Christ) was resurrected.

 http://www.nccg.org/334Art-Firstfruits.html

PowerPoint:  Genesis 8:15-19 Then God said to Noah, "Come out of the ark, you and your wife and your sons and their wives. Bring out every kind of living creature that is with you—the birds, the animals, and all the creatures that move along the ground—so they can multiply on the earth and be fruitful and increase in number upon it." 

 So Noah came out, together with his sons, his wife, and his sons' wives. All the animals and all the creatures that move along the ground and all the birds—everything that moves on the earth—came out of the ark, one kind after another. 

Then Noah built an altar to the LORD and offered a sacrifice.  God smelled the pleasing aroma, and then He made a COVENANT (a promise) with Noah:
PowerPoint: Genesis 8:21 "Never again will I curse the ground because of man, even though every inclination of his heart is evil from childhood. And never again will I destroy all living creatures, as I have done.”
Say This:  God made a promise that He would never again destroy the earth with water.  He set a rainbow in the clouds as a sign of His promise.
PowerPoint:  Show a rainbow
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Ask:  Do you know what a rainbow is made from?  Seven colors of LIGHT!  
Jesus said, I am the LIGHT of the world (John 8:12).  Even in the rainbow, we can remember that God keeps His promises and that Jesus is the LIGHT!

Those 7 colors of light are ALWAYS in the same order:  Red, Orange, Yellow, Green, Blue, Indigo, and Violet.  God is orderly and deliberate in everything HE does!  We can always trust Him and depend on Him.

Say This:  God loves people.  He wants us to listen to His Word!  Just as God gave the people in Noah’s day a lot of time to trust in Him, He has given you many opportunities to trust and believe.  

There came a time, however, when it was too late.  I can only imagine that when that rain started falling that the people suddenly wanted to listen, but at that point, it was too late.

It is important to listen to God NOW – TODAY!
Main Point:  God loves people and wants to rescue them.  Listening to God and obeying Him are the keys to His blessing and deliverance.
Notes to Teacher by Bob Deffinbaugh (www.bible.org):

But just as the time of grace finally expired in Noah’s day, so it will for men today: 

But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up (II Peter 3:10).

Our Lord taught that the days preceding the flood would be just like those preceding His final appearance to judge the earth:

For the coming of the Son of Man will be just like the days of Noah. For as in those days which were before the flood they were eating and drinking, they were marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, and they did not understand until the flood came and took them all away, so shall the coming of the Son of Man be (Matthew 24:37-39).

These days were not described in terms of debauchery or decadence, but of normality—business as usual. Men in the last days will be doing what they always have. There is nothing wrong with eating and drinking, giving in marriage, or buying and selling. What is wrong is doing so without God, and supposing that we may sin as we please without paying its penalty. The age of grace will end. Let us respond rightly to God’s grace.

We are also instructed in the matter of the wrath of God. We learn from the flood that while God’s wrath is slow, it is also certain. Judgment must eventually be meted out to those who reject God’s grace.

Be very clear that while wrath and judgment are certain, they do not delight the heart of God. Nowhere in this passage is there one scene of suffering and anguish described in detail. Even Noah’s eyes were kept from beholding the torment suffered by those who died in the flood. The ark had no portholes, nor picture windows to look out on the destruction God wrought. The only opening was that at the top of the ark to allow light to shine in.

God does not delight in judgment, nor does He needlessly dwell upon it, but it is a certainty for those who resist His grace. Do not deceive yourself, my friend; there is a time when the offer of salvation will be withdrawn.

Then, too, God’s judgment is often allowing things to take their own course. The account of the flood seems almost like creation reverted to the conditions of the second day of creation (cf. Genesis 1:6-7).

In the book of Colossians we are told that our Lord Jesus Christ is the Creator and Sustainer of the universe (Colossians 1:16-17). Men who reject God live as though God did not exist at all. In the Great Tribulation, God is going to give men seven years to discover what living without God is like. God’s restraining, controlling hand will be withdrawn, and chaos will reign. God’s judgment is often giving men both what they want and what they deserve—the natural consequences of their deeds.

Finally, let us consider the subject of the salvation of God. In the case of Noah, we must observe that God’s way of salvation was restrictive. God provided only one way of salvation (an ark) and only one door. Men could not be saved any way they wished, but only God’s way. Such is the salvation that God offers men today.

Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but through Me’ (John 14:6).

The salvation of the ark was also instructive. It provides us with a picture of the salvation that was accomplished in Christ. It was for those in Moses’ day a type of Christ. The difference between those who were saved and those who perished in the flood was the difference between being in the ark and being outside it.

Those who were saved and those who died all went through the flood. But those who survived were those in the ark that sheltered them from the effects of God’s divine displeasure on sin. Those outside the ark, as well as those within, knew the ark existed and were informed that God had warned of a judgment to come. Some chose to ignore these facts, while Noah acted upon them.

So it is today. God has said that there must be a penalty for sin—death. Those who are in Christ by faith have suffered the wrath of God in Christ. On the cross of Calvary, the wrath of God was poured out upon the sinless Son of God, Jesus Christ. Those who trust in Him have experienced the salvation of God in Christ. Those who refuse to trust in Him and be in Him by an act of the will must suffer the wrath of God outside of Christ, our ark. Knowing about Christ no more saves a man than knowing about the ark saved men in Noah’s day. It is being in the ark, being in Christ, which saves!

God’s way of salvation was not a glamorous one. I believe that many would have been on board the Queen Mary if Noah had built it, but not on the ark. There was little appeal to the eye on that ark, but it was sufficient for the task of saving men in a flood.

Many refuse to be saved if it cannot be achieved in some glorious way, one that is appealing and acceptable. I would not want to spend a year cooped up with noisy, smelly animals any more than you would, but that was God’s way.
Our Lord Jesus, when He came to offer salvation to men, did not come as One Who had great personal magnetism or appeal. As Isaiah spoke of Him 700 years before His coming, 

He has no stately form or majesty that we should look upon Him, nor appearance that we should be attracted to Him (Isaiah 53:2).

Many would come to salvation if it appealed to them in the flesh. God’s salvation is not of this kind.

Sometimes Christians fail at this same point. They think that God’s way is a glorious one all the way. All miracles and magnificence. No suffering, no pain, no agony, no heartache. I must tell you that God’s way is not always as glorious as we might wish, but it alone is the way of deliverance and peace and joy.

And this salvation, which God provided, was one that was entered into by faith in God’s revealed Word. Noah probably never had seen rain, nor heard the clap of thunder. But God said that there was to be a flood and that he was to build an ark. Noah believed God and acted on his faith.

Noah’s faith was no academic faith—a mere faith in principle, but an active faith—a faith in practice. He spent 120 years building that ark, committing himself to the God he knew. Our faith, too, must be active.

Noah, we are told, was a preacher. I do not believe that he often spoke from behind a pulpit, but from behind a plank and a hammer. Noah’s lifestyle condemned the men of his day and warned of the judgment to come. Noah’s whole life was shaped by his certainty that judgment was coming.

We who are Christians know that our Lord will return to judge the world. I wonder how much it has affected our daily lives? Can your neighbors and mine tell that we are living in the light of a coming day of judgment and of salvation? I sincerely hope so.



Lesson #5 Continued
The Tower of Babel

Genesis 11:1-9

Main Point:  God loves people, and He wants us to listen to Him and obey Him.
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Introduction:  Teacher:  If you know how to say anything in another language, begin your lesson by speaking that language.  If you don’t speak another language, invite someone else to begin your lesson.
Say This:  Today we’re going to learn why there are so many languages in the world.
Say This:  Since Noah and his sons lived through the flood and experienced God’s deliverance, it is very likely that their children heard all about God and His wonderful power.  But somewhere down the line, parents were not faithful in teaching their children to listen to, trust, and obey God.  Here we are in Genesis chapter 11, and something terrible is going on!

Ask:  After the floodwaters went down and Noah and his family got out of the Ark, do you remember what God told Noah’s sons to do?

God told them to be fruitful, multiply, and fill the earth.

Say This:  And this is the problem:  they were NOT filling the earth.  They were all staying in one place.  They moved east and settled down there.

PowerPoint:  Genesis 11:1-4

The whole world had only one language. All people spoke it. They moved to the east and found a broad valley in Babylonia. There they settled down. 

   They said to each other, "Come. Let's make bricks and bake them well." They used bricks instead of stones. They used tar to hold the bricks together. 

   Then they said, "Come. Let's build a city for ourselves. Let's build a tower that reaches to the sky. We'll make a name for ourselves. Then we won't be scattered over the face of the whole earth." 

Ask:  Did you hear that?  Let’s build a city FOR OURSELVES.  We’ll make a name FOR OURSELVES.  Then we won’t be scattered over the face of the whole earth.

What did God tell them to do?  (Fill the earth).

Were they obeying what God said?  (No)

Say This:  Sin ALWAYS spoils things.  Because the people chose to disobey God, there were going to be serious consequences.

The Bible says that the whole world had only one language.  All the people spoke it.  There is certainly nothing wrong with speaking one language.  But like every other good gift that God has given to people, it was misused.

Ask:  Can you think of other good gifts that God has given to people that we misuse?  (Listen to answers) 

For example, sleep is a good gift from God.  In Psalms, the Bible tells us that God gives His children rest.  Can rest be misused?  (Yes) If someone is lazy and stays in the bed all the time instead of getting up and going to school or work, then rest is being used in the wrong way.

This is how it was with the gift of language.  By itself, one common language was a good thing.  But when the people used that gift as a means of disobeying God, it became a bad thing.

Say This:  The people had clear intentions:  they wanted to build a city FOR THEMSELVES and make a name FOR THEMSELVES.  It was all about them, and NOTHING about God! And to make matters worse, they were in clear opposition to what God said:  “Fill the earth”.  Their ending statement indicated that the main reason for building this tower was that they did not want to be scattered all over the earth.

Building this tower was not easy.  Look at what hard work they put into this effort:  they made their own bricks and even had to bake them.  Most of the buildings at that time were made from rock, but the area that they settled into did not have enough rocks for this tower.  That’s why they had to make bricks.

Ask:  Do you think that making and baking bricks was an easy process?  (No!)
Powerpoint:  Show this picture
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Say This:  They went through a lot of hard work to disobey God.  Whenever you disobey God, things get MUCH harder!

(Note to Teacher:  Think about times in your own life when you’ve sinned and gone your own way.  Those are some of the hardest times!  That’s why Jesus said that His yoke was easy and His burden was light.  Sin weighs us down and makes us miserable.  It is hard work to stay in sin!)

Say This: The real issue here is a lack of listening to God and trusting God.  When God told the people to fill the earth, He meant it.  He knew that it was for their own good.  But once again, the people did not trust that God’s way was the BEST way.  They couldn’t imagine not all living together.  They didn’t trust that God’s way was the BEST way!
PowerPoint:  Genesis 11:5-9  But the Lord came down to see the city and the tower the people were building. The Lord said, "They are one people. And all of them speak the same language. That is why they can do this. Now they will be able to do anything they plan to. Come. Let us go down and mix up their language. Then they will not understand each other." 

   So the Lord scattered them from there over the whole earth. And they stopped building the city. The Lord mixed up the language of the whole world there. That's why the city was named Babel. From there the Lord scattered them over the face of the whole earth. 

Say This:  It is impossible to succeed against the plans of the LORD.  No matter how hard these people tried to do their own thing, their plans could never succeed against an all-powerful God.  
Some people work very hard to oppose God and His people.  But they will never succeed.  God is ALWAYS the Victor!

And God is the Victor in this story.  Because God loves people, He steps in to help them listen to His way, which is always the BEST way!

The Bible says that God “mixed up their language” so that they could not understand each other.  Then the Bible says that He scattered them from there over the whole earth.   The city was named Babel.

Mixing up the language and scattering the people was really not so much of a punishment as it was an incredible act of mercy.  

Think:  Has God ever made circumstances so hard for you that you HAD to obey Him?  Do not be frustrated with God for this.  Instead, GIVE THANKS!  He loves you, and He ALWAYS knows what is BEST for you!

Say This:  The irony here is that the thing the people feared the most (being scattered) was they very thing that saved their lives!  God clearly knows what is best, and we are wise if we listen to Him from the beginning!

Say This:  In this time, the people put their trust in building a tall tower.

Ask:  What are some things that people today put their trust in? (Listen to answers – relationships; money; stuff; technology, etc,)

Say This:  At any time, if we begin to trust in something other than God, we are in serious danger!

Main Point:  God loves people, and He wants us to listen to Him and obey Him.
Note to the Teacher:  Zephaniah 3:9 indicates that one day we may all serve God with one language.

In the end, I will turn things around for the people. 
   I'll give them a language undistorted, unpolluted, 
Words to address God in worship… (The Message)

Lesson #6  Abraham /Belief/ Isaac  STRANGER  pp. 101-111

Main Point:  God Always Keeps His Promises

Props:  altar model; clothes and props for children to act out Bible story.

Scripture for Teacher to read and study: Genesis 12:1-5; 15:1-6; 16:1-3; 17:1-11; 15-21; 21:1-5, 9-13; 22:1-3, 9-13

Review:

The history of man is a history of rebellion against God.

· The people of Noah’s day were so rebellious that God sent a flood and destroyed all but Noah and his family.

· After the flood, people continued in rebellion against God.

· God confused the languages of the proud builders of the tower of Babel, so that they scattered over the earth.

· To this day, the majority of people are still in rebellion against God.

· Yet, down through the centuries, God has recorded the lives of people who, through they were sinners, believed God.

· Through these believers, God accomplished mighty things.

· The earthly line of God’s promised Deliverer often flowed through the lives of these individuals.

Teach the following:
Abram

Abram was a man who believed in God and His promises.

He grew up in the idolatrous culture of the area near Babel, in a city called Ur of the Chaldes.  Abram’s own father was an idol worshiper.

Abram’s wife, Sarai was barren and had no children.

God told Abram to leave his own country and travel to a place God would show him.

Abram did not know where he was going!  God had not told him.  He had to TRUST God to lead him one day at a time!

Four Promises  

God gave Abram four specific promises:

1. I will make you a great nation…

2. I will make your name great…

3. I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse…

4. …all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.        
Genesis 12: 2,3

God was telling Abram that one of his descendants would be THE ANOINTED ONE. And that He would be a blessing to everyone.

Read Genesis 15: 1, 2, 5, 6

1 After this, the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: 
       "Do not be afraid, Abram. 
       I am your shield, 
       your very great reward. " 

 2 But Abram said, "O Sovereign LORD, what can you give me since I remain childless and the one who will inherit my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?" 3 And Abram said, "You have given me no children; so a servant in my household will be my heir." 

 4 Then the word of the LORD came to him: "This man will not be your heir, but a son coming from your own body will be your heir." 5 He took him outside and said, "Look up at the heavens and count the stars—if indeed you can count them." Then he said to him, "So shall your offspring be." 

 6 Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness.

Abram’s was obedient.  Because he trusted God, the natural result was that he did the things God wanted him to do

Because of Abram’s faith, God changed him name to Abraham, which means father of many and Sarai became Sarah, meaning princess.

Isaac

Read Genesis 21: 1-3
 1 Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, "Abraham!" 
      "Here I am," he replied. 

 2 Then God said, "Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom you love, and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains I will tell you about." 

 3 Early the next morning Abraham got up and saddled his donkey. He took with him two of his servants and his son Isaac. When he had cut enough wood for the burnt offering, he set out for the place God had told him about.

God had kept His promise to Abraham and Sarah, even in their old age.  He always keeps his work and He delights in doing the impossible.

Read Genesis 22: 1-18

1 Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, "Abraham!" 
      "Here I am," he replied. 

 2 Then God said, "Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom you love, and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains I will tell you about." 

 3 Early the next morning Abraham got up and saddled his donkey. He took with him two of his servants and his son Isaac. When he had cut enough wood for the burnt offering, he set out for the place God had told him about. 4 On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place in the distance. 5 He said to his servants, "Stay here with the donkey while I and the boy go over there. We will worship and then we will come back to you." 

 6 Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife. As the two of them went on together, 7 Isaac spoke up and said to his father Abraham, "Father?" 
      "Yes, my son?" Abraham replied. 
      "The fire and wood are here," Isaac said, "but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?" 

 8 Abraham answered, "God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son." And the two of them went on together. 

 9 When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an altar there and arranged the wood on it. He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10 Then he reached out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. 11 But the angel of the LORD called out to him from heaven, "Abraham! Abraham!" 
      "Here I am," he replied. 

 12 "Do not lay a hand on the boy," he said. "Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son." 

 13 Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns. He went over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14 So Abraham called that place The LORD Will Provide. And to this day it is said, "On the mountain of the LORD it will be provided." 

 15 The angel of the LORD called to Abraham from heaven a second time 16 and said, "I swear by myself, declares the LORD, that because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17 I will surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as the sand on the seashore. Your descendants will take possession of the cities of their enemies, 18 and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed me."

Abraham clung to God’s promise, convinced that even if he sacrificed Isaac, the Lord would raise him from the dead.

Read Hebrews 11:17, 19

17 By faith Abraham, when God tested him, offered Isaac as a sacrifice. He who had received the promises was about to sacrifice his one and only son, 18even though God had said to him, "It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned." 19Abraham reasoned that God could raise the dead, and figuratively speaking, he did receive Isaac back from death.
This ultimate test of offering his own son revealed to Abraham, and to us, his genuine confidence in the Lord.

Bound

Read Genesis 22:9  When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an altar there and arranged the wood on it. He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood.
Isaac did not struggle.  He willingly submitted to his father, and act, which showed implicit confidence in his dad, who he knew to be a follower of God’s word.

Once bound on the altar, Isaac was helpless.  There was no way he could save himself.

As Abraham begins to raise his knife to kill Isaac God intervenes.  The Angel of the Lord called to Abraham from heaven and said:

Read Genesis 22:12 "Do not lay a hand on the boy," he said. "Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son."
God had intervened. The sentence of death was gone! – at least for Isaac it was gone.  But still there was a death.
A Substitute

The Bible says God provided an animal.

Read Genesis 22:13 Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns. He went over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son.
There was death all right, but it was the ram’s death instead of Isaac’s.  Isaac went free because a ram died.

God had provided a substitute.

God’s request of Abraham to sacrifice Isaac was a once in a lifetime-once in the history of man sort of request.  God wanted to communicate certain truths not only to Abraham, but also to us – truths having to do with judgment, faith, and deliverance through a substitute.

Just as Isaac was under God’s direct order to die, so all mankind is under the sentence o death.  Isaac could not save himself.  But Abraham trusted the Lord, believing that somehow his loving God would make the difference.  And God did intervene.  He provided a way of escape through a substitute. It was life for a life – the innocent dying for the guilty.

Just as Abel had offered a sacrifice to die in his place so the ram had died in Isaac’s place.  And just as God had viewed Abel’s sacrifice as acceptable, so God saw fit to provide a ram as an acceptable sacrifice in Isaac’s place.  It was God’s idea.  It was man coming to God in God’s way, believing that His Word was true.

God is worthy of our trust!

Lessons #7 MOSES:  Pharaoh will not listen to God.  Exodus 5-10
STRANGER  pp. 114-117; 117-123 Pharaoh and the Passover 
Main Point:  Serious consequences come to those who refuse to listen to God.

Good resource for this lesson:  www.kids4truth.com

Say This as a Review:  God called Moses to return to Egypt to set His people free.  Remember that God promised Abraham that he would become a mighty nation.  God ALWAYS keeps His promises.  There were many Israelites in Egypt, and the Pharaoh made them all slaves.  God wanted to save His people, and He told Moses to go before Pharaoh and tell him to “Let My people go”.  But each time Moses went before him, Pharaoh said, “No”.

Moses:  “Let my people go!”

Pharaoh:  “No”

Moses:  “Let my people go!”

Pharaoh:  “No”

Moses:  “Let my people go!”

Pharaoh:  “No”

Say This:  When you say, “NO” to God, you are in SERIOUS trouble!

Today we’re going to learn from the Bible ALL the ways that God worked in Egypt on behalf of His people, the Israelites.

Things didn’t start well for Moses.  The first time he went to Pharaoh, and Pharaoh said ________ (NO), he made the work even harder for the Israelites.  The people complained against Moses, and he became discouraged.  But remember this; sometimes things have to get worse before they can get better.

God needed Moses to understand that God was the leader and God was the Deliverer!  God would use Moses as His servant, but all power came from God, and all glory should go to God.

Because Pharaoh would not listen to God through Moses, God sent plagues.  A plague is a very bad thing, and God sent TEN of them.

Note to Teacher:  It’s easy to make this an “academic study” by focusing on each plague rather than the real message that God is sending.  God is All-Powerful, and when He speaks, we should LISTEN!  God protects His people, and it is dangerous to oppose God’s ways.

Plague One:  The Nile River turned to blood (Exodus 7:14-25) 

PowerPoint:
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 The Nile River was very important to the Egyptian people.  On either side of the Nile River was a desert, so the Egyptians relied on the Nile River for water for themselves, their crops, and their cattle.

Do you know how important this river was to them?  The Egyptian people actually made up praise and worship songs to sing to the river!  Can you imagine singing a praise song to the Nile River?

God wanted to show the Egyptians that HE made the river and that HE deserves all glory and praise, so God allowed Moses to turn the river into blood.

Can you imagine how disgusting that would be?  No one really likes to look at blood.  A river filled with blood would smell bad, and everything in the river would die!

Pharaoh focused on the miracle instead of the message, and he would not let God’s people go.

Teaching Idea:  http://www.aish.com/passfamily/passfamilydefault/Family_Fun_with_the_Ten_Plagues.asp

Prepare a large, clear pitcher -- empty except for some red food coloring inconspicuously at the bottom. At the appropriate moment, pour in some water -- and watch the water “magically” turn to "blood!" 

Plague Two:  FROGS everywhere! (Exodus 8:1-15)

PowerPoint:




The Egyptians thought that frogs had special powers; therefore, no one could kill a frog.

So when God sent frogs, He sent them everywhere!  The Bible says that frogs came in their bedrooms and even onto their beds!  Frogs were found in their baking supplies, their food – everywhere!

Moses asked Pharaoh when he wanted these frogs to go away.  Guess what his answer was………………TOMORROW!  Can you imagine waiting yet another day to live with all these frogs?  Do you see how stubborn Pharaoh was being?

Teaching Idea for younger children:  Have the kids hop like frogs all around the room. 

Plague Three:  Gnats (Exodus 8:16-19)
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We aren’t very sure what the word “gnat” meant in these times.  Some people think it was lice; others think it was mosquitoes.  We all know how annoying just one mosquito bite can be, but can you imagine this – the Bible says that all the dust of the ground became gnats and came upon the people and the animals.

Teacher:  Hold a hand full of dust or dirt in your hand.  Tell the children that for each particle of dirt/dust they see, that’s how many gnats God brought on the Egyptian people.  

Do you think that NOW Pharaoh will let God’s people go?  NO!

By this point, even the Egyptians were telling Pharaoh that this was the finger of God. (Exodus 8:19)

Plague Four:  Flies (Exodus 8:20-32)
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Do you like when a fly lands on your big, juicy hamburger?  Neither did the Egyptians.  God sent dense swarms of flies to cover the land.  This time Pharaoh told Moses that SOME of God’s people could go, but Moses said that ALL of God’s people needed to be set free to worship God.  Pharaoh agreed, but as soon as the flies left, Pharaoh changed his mind.

Plague Five:  Livestock Killed (Exodus 9:1-7)
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In Egypt at that time, a person’s wealth was measured by how much cattle they owned.  So when the livestock was killed, this was very bad for their economy.  And to make matters more interesting, only the Egyptian cows were killed. All the cows belonging to the Israelites stayed alive.

Teaching Idea:  Put stuffed animals in different areas of the room, upside down. (From www.biblicalholidays.com).

Plague Six:  Boils (Exodus 9:8-12)
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Have you ever had a blister?  A boil is a big blister.  And because Pharaoh still wouldn’t let God’s people go to worship, God sent a plague of boils.  Moses and Aaron took soot from a furnace and tossed it into the air.  Boils broke out on people and animals!

It was at this point that God hardened Pharaoh’s heart.  Pharaoh had deliberately chosen a life of resisting God.  He promised to let the people go, and then went back on his word.  His repentance was not real.  We damage others and ourselves when we pretend to change but don’t mean it.

Plague Seven:  A Storm (Exodus 9:13-35)
PowerPoint: 
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God warned Pharaoh and the people that He was going to send the “full force” of His plague against them.  He told them to put all animals and people under shelter.  There were people in Egypt who now feared God, and they obeyed.  However, there were also people who ignored the warning, and they were killed.  The Lord sent thunder and hail, and lightning flashed to the ground.  It was the WORST storm in all the land of Egypt.  


Teaching Idea:  

1. Grab a handful of ice and throw it up in the air.  Let the children hear it fall. (Safety note – don’t let the ice hit the children; this can hurt).

2. Throw large marshmallows out into the crowd.  Tell the children to pretend that it’s hard ice.

3. Ping-pong balls would work well too!

Plague Eight:  Locusts (Exodus 10:1-20)

By this point, Pharaoh told Moses that he would let the men go, but not the women.  Moses told Pharaoh that ALL of God’s people should be set free.  Since Pharaoh wouldn’t listen. God sent a plague of locusts.  (A locust looks a lot like a cockroach – yuck!)

The thunderstorm destroyed the flax and barley crops, but the wheat and spelt crops had not bloomed yet, so they were not destroyed.  The plague of the locusts wiped out these crops.
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Plague Nine:  Darkness (Exodus 10:21-29)
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 The darkness was so intense that the Bible says it could be felt.  This darkness produced a dread in the hearts of the Egyptians. For three days, no one could see anyone or leave his house.  It would seem that their homes were darkened as well, but for the Israelites, there was light in their homes (10:22-23). The three days of darkness must have been very frightening for the people in Egypt.  

The Egyptians worshiped the sun god, Re.  When God sent this plague of darkness, He was showing the Egyptians that He was the all-powerful God.

This time, Pharaoh said that all the people could go, but that the cattle and livestock must stay.  Moses told Pharaoh that everything and everyone should go.  They needed their animals to make sacrifices to God.
What did Pharaoh say?  “NO!”
Say This:  God gave Pharaoh and all the Egyptian people many opportunities to listen to Him and to obey His word.
Main Point:  Serious consequences come to those who refuse to listen to God.  
This information is from www.bible.org  By: Bob Deffinbaugh , Th.M.
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	Nile turned 
to blood
	7:14-25
	Pharaoh as he went to get water from Nile in the morning.
	“In the morning”
	Hapi (Apis), the bull god of Nile; 
Isis, goddess of Nile; Khnua, ram god, guardian of Nile
	Magicians duplicated; Pharaoh refused to listen; People dug along Nile for water

	Frogs
	8:1-15
	Let My people go, or else …
	 
	Heqet, goddess of birth—frog head
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	Gnats
	8:16-19
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	Set, god of desert
	“This is the finger of God”

	Level of Pain: Destruction

	Flies
	8:20-32
	Pharaoh as he goes to get water in early morning
	“In the morning”
Time specified, Goshen exempted
	Re, sun god; 
Uatchit, possibly represented by fly
	Moses summoned / Pharaoh bargains: “Don’t go far”

	Livestock killed
	9:1-7
	If you refuse…
	Israel’s cattle exempted,
Time of plague
	Hathor, goddess with cow head; Apis, the bull god (fertility)
	Pharaoh informed, no repentance

	Boils
	9:8-12
	None
	Soot of furnace tossed in air
	Sekhmet, goddess over disease; Sunu, pestilence god
	Magicians afflicted, could not stand before Moses. Pharaoh hardened.

	Level of Pain: Dread

	Storm
	9:13-25
	“Let my people go, or else… Plagues full force!”
	“In the morning” worst storm in Egypt’s history. Time set. Bring in livestock.
	Nut, sky goddess;
Osiris, god of crops, fertility;

Set, god of storms
	Some officials brought in servants, cattle.
Goshen exempted
Pharaoh: “I have sinned—We are wrong”
King & officials hardened hearts

	Locusts
	10:1-20
	“Let my people go … if you refuse. . .”
	 
	Nut, sky goddess
Osiris, god of crops, fertility
	Officials plead for release of Israel before plague.
Pharaoh bargains, “Men, only”
“I have sinned”

	Darkness
	10:21-29
	None
	Total darkness.
Light in Israel’s homes
	Re, sun god
Nut, sky goddess
Hathor, sky goddess
	“Go, without herds”
“Out of my sight”
“Don’t come back”


Review:  God was going to set His people free from being slaves in the land of Egypt.  He sent Moses and Aaron to speak to Pharaoh.  They demanded that all of God’s people be set free to worship Him.  Each time, what did Pharaoh say?  “NO”!

God sent plagues upon the land of Egypt.  He did this to show the people that they should worship the Creator, not the creation.  God was teaching the Israelites and the Egyptians that He alone is God.
In all of these plagues, God gave people the opportunity to LISTEN to Him; to trust and believe in Him.

PowerPoint:   

Exodus 10:28-29  Pharaoh said to Moses, "Get out of my sight! Make sure you don't come to see me again! If you do, you will die." 

   "I'll do just as you say," Moses replied. "I will never come to see you again." 

Ask:  Did Pharaoh listen to God (No)

          Did the Egyptian people listen to God (some did)

          Did the Israelites, the Hebrew people listen to God?  (Yes)

Say This:  Everyone living in Egypt at that time saw these plagues, but not everyone listened to God.  It is possible to see what God is doing and still not trust and believe in God.  It is VERY important to always listen to God!!!

God gave these people MANY opportunities to LISTEN, and now He is going to send the most dreadful plague of all.

PowerPoint:  Exodus 11:1-3 

The Lord had spoken to Moses. He had said, "I will bring one more plague on Pharaoh and on Egypt. After that, he will let you and your people go. When he does, he will drive you completely away. Tell the men and women alike to ask their neighbors for articles made out of silver and gold." 

   The Lord caused the Egyptians to treat the Israelites in a kind way. Pharaoh's officials and the people had great respect for Moses. 

Say This:  For 400 years, the Israelites had been slaves in Egypt.  They worked hard, and they were not paid.  God told them to go to their Egyptian neighbors and ask them for anything that was made from silver or gold.  The Egyptian people were happy to give their things away.  The Bible says that God caused the Egyptians to like the Israelites.  They had great respect for Moses.

God told Moses what was going to happen next:

PowerPoint: (This will take several slides)  Exodus 11:4-8

Moses said, "The Lord says, 'About midnight I will go through every part of Egypt. Every oldest son in Egypt will die. The oldest son of Pharaoh, who sits on the throne, will die. The oldest son of the female slave, who works at her hand mill, will die. All of the male animals that were born first to their mothers among the cattle will also die. There will be loud crying all over Egypt. It will be worse than it's ever been before. And nothing like it will ever be heard again. 

   ”‘But among the people of Israel not even one dog will bark at any man or animal.' Then you will know that the Lord treats Egypt differently from us. 

   "All of your officials will come and bow down to Me. They will say, 'Go, you and all of the people who follow you!' After that, I will leave." 

Say This: Of all the plagues that God sent to Egypt, this was by far the worse.  Every firstborn son and every firstborn male animal would die.  The Bible says that there would be a loud crying all over Egypt.  This is truly VERY SAD.  Sin always spoils things.  Because Pharaoh and the people in Egypt did not listen to God, they were going to suffer terribly!  Remember – God had given them MANY opportunities to put their trust in Him.  But they refused.  Their choice to disobey God was going to have a terrible consequence.

At the same time God was going to judge the Egyptians, He would show mercy to the Israelites.

PowerPoint:  Exodus 12:3, 5-7

"Speak to the whole community of Israel. Tell them that on the tenth day of this month each man must get a lamb from his flock. A lamb should be chosen for each family and home. 
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   "The animals you choose must be males that are a year old. They must not have any flaws. You may choose either sheep or goats. Take care of them until the 14th day of the month. Then the whole community of Israel must kill them when the sun goes down. Take some of the blood. Put it on the sides and tops of the doorframes of the houses where you eat the lambs. 
PowerPoint
[image: image16.png]



Say This:  God is just, and He punishes sin.  God is also love, and He mercifully provides a way to escape punishment.

These are the instructions that the Lord gave:

Exodus 12:21-24a Then Moses sent for all of the elders of Israel. He said to them, "Go at once. Choose the animals for your families. Each family must kill a Passover lamb. Get a branch of a hyssop plant. Dip it into the blood in the bowl. Put some of the blood on the top and on both sides of the doorframe. None of you can go out the door of your house until morning.

"The Lord will go through the land to strike the Egyptians down. He'll see the blood on the top and sides of the doorframe. He will pass over that house. He won't let the destroying angel enter your homes to kill you. 

   "Obey all of these directions. 

Note to Teacher:  Demonstrate the painting of blood on the door to show the children that the blood on the door is actually a symbol of the CROSS.
· Take a lamb…(Exodus 12:1,3)

· A male, without any flaws (Exodus 12:5)

· Kill the lamb on the 14th day (Exodus 12:6)

· Put the blood on the door of the house where you eat the lamb. (Exodus 12:7)

· Eat the lamb.  The animal was to be roasted whole with bitter herbs over an open fire, not boiled and not eaten raw.  Extra food should not be kept as leftovers but should be burned.(Exodus 12:8-10)

· Stay inside your house until morning (Exodus 12:22)

· Do not break any bones of the lamb (Exodus 12:46)

· I will pass over (Exodus 12:12,13

Say This:  When God came in judgment to kill the firstborn, He would PASS OVER every house where the blood was applied.  Anyone who obeyed God showed that he trusted God and believed that what He said was true.

“God had been gracious with Pharaoh.  He had given him many opportunities to let the Israelites go, but Pharaoh continued to refuse.  God said that He would judge the Egyptians, and He did just that.  God is not like us.  We may threaten to discipline our children, but often we never follow through.  But God always keeps His Word.  The Egyptians were judged.

On the other hand, the Israelites experienced the Lord’s kindness because they believed in Him.  When He came in judgment, wherever He saw the blood applied, He passed over.  The firstborn lived – but only because the lamb died…The Passover lamb died in the place of the firstborn.” 

John Cross Stranger on the Road to Emmaus p. 123
Say This:  Midnight came.  What did God do?  Exactly what He said He would do.  God always keeps His promises.

PowerPoint:    Exodus 12: 29-30  At midnight the Lord struck down every oldest son in Egypt. He killed the oldest son of Pharaoh, who sat on the throne. He killed all of the oldest sons of prisoners, who were in prison. He also killed all of the male animals that were born first to their mothers among the livestock. 

    Pharaoh and all of his officials got up during the night. So did all of the Egyptians. There was loud crying in Egypt because someone had died in every home. 
Say This:  During the night, Pharaoh sent for Moses and Aaron and told them to get out of Egypt.  Pharaoh told them to take their flocks and herds and every person.  The Egyptian people BEGGED the Israelites to hurry up and leave their country.  What a difference!  Just days before, Pharaoh had many opportunities to listen to God and to let His people go, but he would not.  Now he is begging them to leave! 

 After the death of their firstborn, the Egyptians did not want to have to look at the Israelites and be reminded of their sin.  Remember this – it was the Egyptians who were killing the Israelite baby boys.  Now it’s their turn to feel the anguish of losing a child.

God showed His mighty power, and He showed the Egyptians that He alone was God.

The Israelites left in such a hurry that they took their dough before the yeast was added to it.  Have you ever had to eat quickly then run somewhere?  This is how their Passover dinner was.  They ate their meal, and then soon had to get out quickly.  Remember, the Lord caused the Egyptians to act kindly to the Israelites, so they left with gold, silver, and clothing.

All together, there were about 600,000 men plus women and children. That’s a lot of people.  Do you remember the promise that God made to Abraham?   (Genesis 15:5 The Lord took Abram outside and said, "Look up at the sky. Count the stars, if you can." Then he said to him, "That is how many children you will have.”)

The Bible also says that many “other people” went with them.  Who do you think these “other people” could have been?  (The Egyptians who trusted God).

The Bible says that the Israelites were in Egypt for 430 years –to the very day!  God’s timing is always perfect!  When they left, they marched out like an army.

But guess who changed his mind…………………again!

Say This:  God did not lead Moses through enemy land. Rather He led them through the desert toward the Red Sea as they journeyed to the Promised Land.  
God gave the Hebrews a pillar of cloud and a pillar of fire so they would know day and night that God was with them, guiding them each step of the way on their journey to the Promised Land. 

 Ask:  What has God given us so that we can have the same assurance?  The Bible—something the Israelites did not have. 
Say This:  Look to God’s Word for reassurance of His presence.  As the Hebrews looked to the pillars of cloud and fire, we can look to God’s Word day and night to know He is with us, helping us through life.

Once they were out of Egypt and headed to the Promised Land, guess who changed his mind – again?  (Pharaoh).  Pharaoh sent 600 of his best chariots after Moses. 

 The Bible says that God hardened Pharaoh’s heart.   Earlier, we read in the Bible that Pharaoh hardened his heart against God and would not listen to Him, but now we read that God hardened his heart.  This teaches us a VERY important lesson – we must ALWAYS be ready to listen to God!  The hardening of a heart is a process – a repeated event.  If a person hardens their heart too many times, they may come to a place where they cannot listen anymore.
God knew that Pharaoh’s heart was hard toward Him because of sin and that he was still not willing to admit his wrong.  Our hearts are also hard toward God from the time we are born because of sin.  The Bible says the heart is “desperately wicked.”  Jeremiah 17:9.  Your sin separates you from God, because God is holy—perfectly pure.  The good news is that God loves you in spite of your sin.  His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, died on the cross giving His life’s blood to take away your sin and its punishment.  1 John 1:7b.  Your sin does not have to keep you apart from God any longer.  You can believe on Him and be forgiven forever.  Pharaoh refused to believe God.  He refused to listen to Him.  His heart was hardened, and God knew what his sinful heart would cause him to do about the Hebrews leaving Egypt.  (Child Evangelism Bible:  Lesson:  Crossing the Red Sea page 89)

As Pharaoh’s army came after Moses and the Israelites, it looked like an IMPOSSIBLE situation.  The Israelites were trapped.  

Ask:  Have you ever been trapped?  Do you know how it feels to be completely trapped?

Say This:  To the east was the sea.  To the south and west, there were mountains, and to the north was Pharaoh’s army.  What could they do?  They were trapped!

To top it off, listen to what the people were saying to Moses:

PowerPoint:  Exodus 14: 11-12 They said to Moses, "Why did you bring us to the desert to die? Weren't there any graves in Egypt? What have you done to us by bringing us out of Egypt? We told you in Egypt, 'Leave us alone. Let us serve the Egyptians.' It would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die here in the desert!"

Say This: The Israelites were afraid.  They were blaming Moses for being trapped.  The interesting thing to note here is that GOD led them EXACTLY to this place where they would FEEL trapped.  He was about to show the entire world His amazing power as the One who RESCUES His people!

PowerPoint: 

Exodus 14:13-14 Moses answered the people. He said, "Don't be afraid. Stand firm. You will see how the Lord will save you today. Do you see those Egyptians? You will never see them again. The Lord will fight for you. Just be still."

Say This:  WOW!  Do you think it would be hard to STAND STILL in a situation like this?  Now listen to what God said.

PowerPoint:  

Exodus 14:15-18 Then the Lord spoke to Moses. He said, "Why are you crying out to me? Tell the people of Israel to move on. Hold your wooden staff out. Reach your hand out over the Red Sea to part the water. Then the people can go through the sea on dry ground. 
Say This:  The Lord told Moses to stop praying and get moving!  Prayer must have a vital place in our lives, but there is also a place for action.  Sometimes we know what to do, but we pray for more guidance as an excuse to postpone doing it.  If we know what we should do, then it is time to get moving.

PowerPoint:  

 Exodus 14:15-18(continued)  "I will make the hearts of the Egyptians stubborn. They will go in after the Israelites. I will gain glory for myself because of what will happen to Pharaoh, his whole army, his chariots and his horsemen. 

   "The Egyptians will know that I am the Lord. I will gain glory because of what will happen to all of them." 
Say This:  Remember that earlier I told you that the Lord placed a pillar of clouds to lead the Israelites by day and a pillar of clouds to lead them by night.  Just at this moment, God moved these pillars in between these two groups of people so that the cloud brought darkness to one side and light to the other.  Neither army went near the other all night long.

PowerPoint:  Exodus 14:21-22 21Then Moses reached his hand out over the Red Sea. All that night the Lord pushed the sea back with a strong east wind. He turned the sea into dry land. The waters were parted. The people of Israel went through the sea on dry ground. There was a wall of water on their right side and on their left.

Say This:  There was no apparent way of escape, but the Lord opened up a dry path through the sea.  Sometimes we find ourselves caught in a problem and see no way out.  Don’t panic; God can open up a way. 

Can you imagine walking across the Sea with a wall of water on each side?  Do you think the kids poked at the water?  Do you think it was exciting?  Scary?

But Pharaoh’s army soon came in behind them.  And listen to what God does next!

PowerPoint: Exodus 14:23-28  The Egyptians chased them. All of Pharaoh's horses and chariots and horsemen followed them into the sea. 

   Near the end of the night, the Lord looked down from the pillar of fire and cloud. He saw the Egyptian army and threw it into a panic. He kept their chariot wheels from turning freely. That made the chariots hard to drive. 

   The Egyptians said, "Let's get away from the Israelites! The Lord is fighting for Israel against Egypt." 

   Then the Lord spoke to Moses. He said, "Reach your hand out over the sea. The waters will flow back over the Egyptians and their chariots and horsemen." So Moses reached his hand out over the sea. At sunrise, the sea went back to its place. The Egyptians tried to run away from the sea. But the Lord swept them into it. The water flowed back and covered the chariots and horsemen. It covered the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed the people of Israel into the sea. Not one of the Egyptians was left. 
Say This:  God had already sent TEN plagues upon the people of Egypt.  He gave them many opportunities to listen and obey.  Terrible consequences come to those who will not listen to God.

Main Point:  Terrible consequences come to those who will not listen to God. God wants us to listen to Him and follow Him completely.

Note to the Teacher – written by Bob Deffinbaugh , Th.M. www.bible.org
To me, the most difficult thing for me to believe is not the parting of the sea, or of the Israelites passing through it, but the fact that the Egyptians followed them into the sea. Think of this for just a moment. Any well-trained army knows better than to plunge (pardon the pun) into an ambush. Whenever an army is faced with its enemy ahead and barriers are on both sides, there is a serious concern of being trapped in the middle by your opponent. Even worse, if you were to see the sea parted by the God of your adversary, would you be inclined to enter into that sea, knowing that you were seeking to capture the very people God was aiding to escape? To me, there are only two possible explanations to the entrance of the Egyptians into the sea, and both of them are incredible.

One surprising possibility is that the Egyptians entered into the sea without even knowing it. This possibility is usually one, which we would not even entertain, largely due to our own preconceived ideas of what happened. I do not know of anyone else who has come to this conclusion, so I would caution you to think critically here (as elsewhere). Nevertheless, there are several observations that make this an option that must be reckoned with.

First, we are not told anywhere that the Egyptians knew that they were entering into the sea. We are told that they entered the sea (v. 23), but it is not specifically reported that they knew this was the case. Second, the time of the passing through the sea (for both the Israelites and the Egyptians) was late at night (cf. 14:20, 24, 27). Third, the pillar that gave light to the Israelites produced or promoted darkness for the Egyptians (v. 20). True, the Israelites could see the sea in the light provided by the pillar, but could the Egyptians? Fourth, it would seem highly unlikely that the Egyptians would enter into the sea, knowing that God had parted it for His people. Fifth, the Egyptians appear to be guided only by the Israelites. The Egyptians were in hot pursuit. Where the Israelites went, the Egyptians followed. (It wouldn’t be difficult to follow the tracks of 2 million people, now would it?) The Egyptians were concentrating on the object of their pursuit (the Israelites), not the scenery around them. You tend not to see what you are not looking for. Sixth, since the seabed had become dry ground, there would be no particular evidence that the Egyptians were in the midst of the sea. If, perchance, my speculations here are correct, can you imagine the horror of the Egyptians when they first realized where they were? They really did get in “over their heads” this time.

    
There are 2 lesson plans for this lesson.
Lesson 8:  Bread, Quail, Water

Main Point: God faithfully supplies the needs of His people.
Props:  corn flakes, model of quail, staff, and rock

Scripture for Teacher to read and study: 

Review: Remember when the children of Israel were slaves in Egypt and God delivered them from Pharaoh with great plaques?  The last plague was the death of the first-born child.  God had said that if the Israelites followed his Word, they would be safe from this tragedy.  Do you remember how the Israelites were to sacrifice a lamb and put the blood of the lamb on the sides and tops of the doorframes of their houses?  God promised that if people did this than He would pass over them in judgement.  Their obedience was outward evidence that they trusted God, believing what He said was true. God kept His Word.  When judgement came He passed over those who believed and saved them.  Because they trusted and believed they were saved from judgement and death.

Teach the following:

Departure

The Israelites were a disheveled crowd, leaving Egypt in a rush driving their livestock with them.

2 ½ million!

Pillar of Cloud

No one knew where to go or where he or she was going.  But God solved the dilemma.

Read: Exodus 13:21

By day the LORD went ahead of them in a pillar of cloud to guide them on their way and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light, so that they could travel by day or night.

God watched out for the Israelites.

Read: Exodus 13:17, 18

God did not lead them on the road through the Philistine country, though that was shorter.  For God said, “If they face war, they might change their minds and return to Egypt.” So God led the people around by the desert road toward the Red Sea.

God led them in the desert, where virtually no one lived.  Also, no food!

Grumbling

Read Exodus 16:2,3

…the whole community grumbled against Moses and Aaron.  The Israelites said to them, “If only we had died by the LORD’s hand in Egypt!  There we sat around pots of meat and ate all the food we wanted, but you have brought us out into this desert to starve this entire assembly to death.

How sad that the Israelites had such bad attitudes after all that God had done for them.  Instead of complaining they should have asked God for food, for He wanted to be their provider.  But instead, they grumbled!

Bread and Quail

Read Exodus 16:11-15

The Lord said to Moses, “I have heard the grumbling of the Israelites.  Tell them, ‘At twilight you will eat meat, and in the morning you will be filled with bread. Then you will know that I am the Lord your God.”

That evening quails came and covered the camp, and in the morning there was a layer of dew around the camp.  When the dew was gone, thin flakes like frosts on the ground appeared on the desert floor.  When the Israelites saw it, the said to each other “what is it?” For they did not know what it was.

Moses said to them, “It is the bread the LORD has given you to eat.”

God provided them with meat and bread and they didn’t even have to work for it.

Every day the bread was available to be gathered and every day they would be reminded: it is God who provides.
A Simple Lesson

The bread had a purpose greater than food.  God said…

“In this way I will test them and see whether they will follow my instructions.”  Exodus 16:4

God told Moses to tell the people to gather only as much bread as they could eat in one day.  It was an easy instruction…

However, some of them paid no attention to Moses they kept part of it until morning, but it was full of maggots and began to smell.  So Moses was angry with them.  Exodus 16:20

It was a simple lesson and no one was hurt, but through it the people learned that Lord meant what he said and was to be trusted.  Disobedience was fraught with hazards.

Griping

Read Exodus 17:1-4

The whole Israelite community set out from the Desert of Sin, traveling from place to place as the Lord commanded.  They camped at Rephiudinm, but there was no water for the people to drink.  So they quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to drink. …Why did you bring us up out of Egypt to make us and our children and livestock die of thirst?”

Then Moses cried out to the Lord, “What am I to do with these people?  They are almost ready to stone me.”

The people had not learned from their past mistakes.  They were back to grumbling and griping, only this time it had to do with water.

Read Exodus 17:5,6
5 The LORD answered Moses, "Walk on ahead of the people. Take with you some of the elders of Israel and take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. 6 I will stand there before you by the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it for the people to drink." So Moses did this in the sight of the elders of Israel.
Water

There was a HUGH gush of water.  The Bible says:

He opened the rock, and water gushed out; like a river it flowed in the desert Psalm 105:41

Again, the Lord provided for the people needs even though they really didn’t deserve it.  

God, as their Creator-Owner, could have cracked the whip; told them to sit up and behave themselves.  After all, sin does have consequences.

BUT God was patient and gentle.

He showed them grace – undeserved kindness. 

As a sinner, man does not deserve God’s gracious love, but God cares for man in spite of this sin! 

Lesson #8 MOSES: Bread, Quail, and Water  Exodus 15-16
STRANGER  pp. 125-127

Main Point:  God Faithfully Supplies the needs of His people.
Review:  God showed His mighty power by freeing the Israelites and destroying the Egyptians who had held them as slaves for 430 years.
PowerPoint:  
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Every Israelite crossed the Red Sea.  Every single person knew that GOD was fighting FOR the Israelites.  Each person saw God’s mighty hand at work that day.

Say This:  When all had crossed safely, and when all saw what happened to Pharaoh’s army, the Israelites broke out in praise and worship.
PowerPoint:  
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  Say This:  With tambourines and dancing, the Israelites praised God!  He was their Deliverer!  God was the Hero!

But soon, their attitude changed………..

Moses led them through the desert, and for three days, they did not find water.  When they finally did see water in Marah, they discovered that the water was bitter.  What did they do?  They GRUMBLED.  Do you know what it is to grumble?  It means to complain.  They cried out to Moses who cried out to God.  Listen carefully to what God said:

PowerPoint:  Exodus 15:25

Then Moses cried out to the Lord. The Lord showed him a stick. Moses threw it into the water. The water became sweet. 
PowerPoint:
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PowerPoint:  Exodus 15:25-26
   There the Lord made a rule and a law for the people. And there he put them to the test. He said, "I am the Lord your God. Listen carefully to my voice. Do what is right in my eyes. Pay attention to my commands. Obey all of my rules. If you do, I will not send on you any of the sicknesses I sent on the Egyptians. I am the Lord who heals you." 

Say This:  This incident was a test.  Do you like tests?  (No) Neither do I.  But God allowed this to show the Israelite people that they too had hardened their hearts. 

 Can you imagine having a hardened heart after seeing what happened to the Egyptians?  We are much the same way.  We see God do many wonderful things for us.  We see Him set us free from our sin.  We see Him do mighty things in people’s lives all around us, yet when something goes wrong, we complain.  Complaining against God is a VERY serious sin.  God wants us to always TRUST HIM and listen to Him.

So now He is telling the Israelites – IF you listen to Me and obey Me, THEN I will not send plagues upon you.

God ALWAYS keeps His promises.  Some of God’s promises are based 100% on Him.  Others are called “IF-THEN” promises.  IF you obey, THEN you will live.  This is an example of an “IF-THEN” promise.  IF you listen and obey, THEN I will be your Healer.

Ask: Do you think that the Israelites will listen to God and obey Him?

Ask:  Do you think that YOU will?

Say This:  Once Moses listened to God, and put the stick into the water, God made the waters sweet, and the people and animals had plenty to drink.  God led them to camp at  Elim where there were 70 palm trees and twelve springs.

A month had now passed from the time that the Israelites had crossed the Red Sea.  Water had already been a problem, and now they were hungry.  “Their growling stomachs soon produced grumbling lips”.  (Bob Deffinbaugh , Th.M.)

The people complained against Moses and Aaron.  They said that they would have rather died in Egypt than starve to death out here.  They even said that they had “pots of meat and all the food they wanted in the land of Egypt.”  Exodus 16:3
PowerPoint:  
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Say This:  This is hard to imagine, isn’t it?  They were SLAVES.  Do SLAVES get to eat as much as they want?  Do they sit around?  (No).  Did the Israelites forget how bad their lives were in Egypt?  Did they forget that the Egyptians KILLED their baby boys?  How ever would they want to go back there?????  They were living in a fantasy, for Egypt was never like anything they were imagining.  

Remember, God was leading the Israelites.  He led them by pillars of clouds by day and pillars of fire by night.  They were EXACTLY in the place where God led them.  To complain against Moses and Aaron was ultimately to complain against God.  Grumbling against God is very serious, and grumbling spreads like a contagious disease.  The message here is very clear:  do not be a complainer!

God is rich in mercy and undeserved grace.  He was patient in teaching the Israelites to trust Him.  God did two things:

1. He revealed His glory in a cloud (16:10) – God showed His glory in the desert.  (Note to teacher: There are times when God takes us into the desert – into a dry and barren place, and there, God promises to be with us.)

2. He provided the Israelites with quail and manna (16:11-14)

PowerPoint:  Show this picture of a quail.
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In the evening, God sent quail (birds) for the people to eat.  In the morning, God sent manna.  The manna covered the ground and looked like thin flakes of frost.  The word manna means, “What is it?”  Moses told the people that this manna was bread from the Lord.

Teaching Idea:  Give the children some Frosted Flakes to eat.

God’s grace came with a test.  God tested the people again by giving them clear directions:

PowerPoint:  Exodus 16:4-5  Then the Lord spoke to Moses. He said, "I will rain down bread from heaven for you. The people must go out each day. Have them gather enough bread for that day. Here is how I will put them to the test. I will see if they will follow my directions. 

  On the sixth day, they must prepare what they bring in. On that day they must gather twice as much as on the other days." 
PowerPoint:  
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Say This:  Again God gave clear directions.  He did not do this to impose needless rules upon His people, but rather to show the people that it is more important to obey God than to obey your physical needs. God was showing His people that HE ALONE would supply their needs.  In the desert, there is no food.  Just as He provided their escape from Pharaoh through the Red Sea, He would provide their daily bread in the desert.
PowerPoint:  Exodus 16:-24 Here is what the Lord has commanded. He has said, 'Each one of you should gather as much as you need. Take two quarts for each person who lives in your tent.' " 
PowerPoint:     The people of Israel did as they were told. Some gathered a lot, and some gathered a little. When they measured it out, those who gathered a lot didn't have too much. And those who gathered a little had enough. All of them gathered only what they needed.     Then Moses said to them, "Don't keep any of it until morning." 
PowerPoint:  
   Some of them didn't pay any attention to Moses. They kept part of it until morning. But it was full of maggots and began to stink. So Moses became angry with them. 
PowerPoint:  
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PowerPoint:    
 On the sixth day, the people gathered twice as much. It amounted to four quarts for each person. The leaders of the community came and reported that to Moses. He said to them, "Here is what the Lord commanded. He said, 'Tomorrow will be a day of rest. It will be a holy Sabbath day. It will be set apart for the Lord. So bake what you want to bake. Boil what you want to boil. Save what is left. Keep it until morning.' " 

PowerPoint:    
 So they saved it until morning, just as Moses commanded. It didn't stink or get maggots in it. 

Say This:  Whatever God says will always happen. God’s word is always true (John 17:17).  Just as the Israelites should have listened to God, so should we!

God was leading His people, and God would provide everything they needed.  God is always showing His grace to us; the biggest grace of all is that He sent His Son, Jesus, to take away our sin.  God is the Provider and the Savior!

Main Point:  God Faithfully Supplies the needs of His people.
There are 2 lesson plans for this lesson.
God Gives the Ten Commandments (part 1)
Exodus 20; Deuteronomy 5
(Commandments #1-4)
Main Point:  God gave us rules to show us our complete need for Him.
Props:  2 pieces of identical clothing – one that is very filthy and one that is brand new

Introduction/Review:

Ever since Adam and Eve sinned in the Garden of Eden, God’s desire has been to restore the broken relationship between God and people.  God made a covenant.  A covenant is a promise from God that can never be broken by Him.

The covenant stated that God wanted a relationship with the people, but in order to have this loving relationship, they had to turn away from their sin.

In Genesis 3:15, God promised that He would send a Deliverer to crush Satan.  This promise was fulfilled when Jesus died to take away the sins of the world.

God also made a covenant with Abraham.  God promised that through his children all the earth would be blessed.  God said that the Israelites were to be His people and that they were to live as an example to the rest of the world.  

Years after Abraham, the Israelites became slaves in the land of Egypt.  God sent Moses to deliver them from slavery.  Moses led the great Exodus from Egypt into the Promised Land.  

PowerPoint:  

Exodus 19:1-6 

Exactly three months after the people of Israel left Egypt, they came to the Desert of Sinai. After they started out from Rephidim, they entered the Desert of Sinai. They camped there in the desert in front of the mountain. 

   Then Moses went up to God. The Lord called out to him from the mountain. He said, "Here is what I want you to say to my people, who came from Jacob's family. Tell the Israelites, "You have seen for yourselves what I did to Egypt. You saw how I carried you on the wings of eagles and brought you to myself. 

   " 'Now obey me completely. Keep my covenant. If you do, then out of all of the nations you will be my special treasure. The whole earth is mine. But you will be a kingdom of priests to serve me. You will be my holy nation.' That is what you must tell the Israelites." 
Ask:  So far, do you think that the Israelites had been keeping their end of the covenant?  (No, they have been complaining and doubting God’s goodness).

Say This:  When God gave the “IF-THEN” promise, don’t you think that the Israelites would have admitted that they hadn’t kept God’s covenant?

Instead, they readily agreed to God’s way.  They said, “We will do everything the LORD has said”.  Exodus 19:8

The truth is, these people did not understand the depth of their sin problem, and they didn’t understand God’s holiness.  God is the Master Teacher, and He gave them a “hands-on” project.  He told the people to wash their clothes.  This may sound strange to us because we wear clean clothes everyday.  But remember, these people had been traveling for 3 months in the desert.  Can you imagine how dirty their clothes must have been?

Prop:  Show a really dirty piece of clothing.

  When God told them to wash their clothes, He was helping the people understand that just as their clothes were dirty, their hearts were polluted as well.  They needed God to clean them from the inside out!  God wanted the people to be physically and spiritually ready to hear from Him.

Prop:  Show that same piece of clothing completely new and clean

After the people washed their clothes, Moses led the people to the foot of the mountain.  God set a boundary line around Mt. Sinai that they were not to cross.  They were not to go up the mountain nor touch the mountain. 
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 Say This:  The people were warned not to approach God, for He is holy, and they were sinful.  God sent thunder and lightning, a thick cloud over the mountain, and a loud trumpet blast.  Everyone in the camp trembled with fear and awe of God.  God called Moses up to the mountain, and there He gave him the 10 Commandments.

These 10 Commandments showed the people their need to separate from sin and turn to Him.  God gave these rules to show love and protection to His people.  These rules helped the people understand who God is and helped them keep away from the dangers of sin.

By the finger of God, God wrote the 10 Commandments on two stone tablets. (Exodus 31:18; 32:15-16; 34:1, 28; Dt. 10:4).

These commandments were written on stone to symbolize that they could not be changed.  Human laws change from time to time, but God’s word never changes.
Psalm 119:89 Lord, Your word lasts forever. 
       It stands firm in the heavens.
Show and read aloud the 10 Commandments:
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Note to the Teacher: 

The interesting thing to note here is that these 10 Commandments really were not new.  God had already written them in the hearts of people.

Kaiser, pp. 81-82. Gispen seems to agree, when he writes, “… the archaeological discoveries support the thesis that the Ten Commandments are a restatement and clarification of the innate moral Law with which man was created (cf. Rom. 2:14-15).” Gispen, p. 186.  

1. Do not worship any other gods.  Genesis 35:2: ‘Get rid of the foreign gods.’
2.  Do not make any idols. Genesis 31:39: Laban to Jacob: ‘But why did you steal my gods?’
3.  Do not misuse the name of God.  Genesis 24:3: ‘I want you to swear by the Lord.’
4.  Keep the Sabbath holy.  Genesis 2:3: ‘God blessed the seventh day and made it holy.’
5.  Honor your father and mother.  Genesis 27:41: ‘The days of mourning my father are near.’
6.  Do not murder.  Genesis 4:9: ‘Where is your brother Abel?’
7.  Do not commit adultery.  Genesis 39:9: ‘How then could I do such a wicked thing and sin against God?’
8.  Do not steal.  Genesis 44:4-7: ‘Why have you stolen my silver cup?’
9.  Do not lie. Genesis 39:17: ‘[Joseph] came to me to make sport of me … but … he ran. …’
10.  Do not covet. Genesis 12:18; 20:3: ‘You are as good as dead because of the woman you have taken; she is a married woman.’
Say This:  We’re going to talk through the meaning of each of these commandments.  The first four commandments address our relationship to God.  The last six commandments address our relationship to other people.

Rule #1  Do not worship any other gods.

“I am the LORD, and there is no other; apart from Me there is no God.”  Isaiah 45:5

Most of us probably do not worship foreign idols, but did you know that even good things could become like a god to us?  If family, being popular, toys, video games, sports, hobbies, or anything else becomes more important to you than God is; you have broken this commandment.

Rule #2 Do not make any idols.

“I am the LORD; that is My name!  I will not give My glory to another or My praise to idols.”  Isaiah 42:8

No man-made image is worthy of worship – only the true God is.

Be careful about directing too much attention to pictures, statues, or symbols of God.  God is a spirit, and there is no need to form a physical image of Him or of anything He created (angels).

Rule #3  Do not misuse the name of God.

We should always respect God’s name.  God’s name should not be used lightly.  Our culture in general shows great disrespect for God’s name.  Often His name is used while cursing or joking.  The Bible clearly tells us to not misuse God’s name; always speak God’s name with respect.

Rule #4  Keep the Sabbath Day holy. God was telling the people that their bodies needed one day a week for rest and worship.  

As with all of God’s rules, this was for their own (and our own) benefit.  Even today, our culture promotes over-busyness.  Activities dominate many people’s lives.  God wants us to be still and quiet so that we can listen to Him.

Say This:  The people were beginning to understand God’s standard of holiness and their sinful ways.  Soon they would realize that there was no way to keep all of these commandments on their own.  They desperately needed God!

Main Point:  God gave us rules to show us our complete need for Him.
Lesson #9 TEN RULES /THE COURTROOM

STRANGER  pp. 128-141
Main Point:  God Gave Us Rules to Show us our Complete Need for Him.
God Gives The Ten Commandments (part 1)
Exodus 20; Deuteronomy 5
(Commandments #1-4)
Props:  2 pieces of identical clothing – one that is very filthy and one that is brand new

Introduction/Review:

Ever since Adam and Eve sinned in the Garden of Eden, God’s heart was to restore the broken relationship between God and people.  God made a covenant.  A covenant is a promise from God that can never be broken by Him.

The covenant stated that God wanted relationship with the people, but in order to have this loving relationship, they had to turn away from their sin.

In Genesis 3:15, God promised that He would send a Deliverer to crush Satan.  This promise was fulfilled when Jesus died to take away the sins of the world.

God also made a covenant with Abraham.  God promised that through his children all the earth would be blessed.  God said that the Israelites were to be His people and that they were to live as an example to the rest of the world.  

Years after Abraham, the Israelites became slaves in the land of Egypt.  God sent Moses to deliver them from slavery.  Moses led the great Exodus from Egypt into the Promised Land.  

PowerPoint:  

Exodus 19:1-6 

Exactly three months after the people of Israel left Egypt, they came to the Desert of Sinai. After they started out from Rephidim, they entered the Desert of Sinai. They camped there in the desert in front of the mountain. 

   Then Moses went up to God. The Lord called out to him from the mountain. He said, "Here is what I want you to say to my people, who came from Jacob's family. Tell the Israelites, "You have seen for yourselves what I did to Egypt. You saw how I carried you on the wings of eagles and brought you to myself. 

   " 'Now obey me completely. Keep my covenant. If you do, then out of all of the nations you will be my special treasure. The whole earth is mine. But you will be a kingdom of priests to serve me. You will be my holy nation.' That is what you must tell the Israelites." 
Ask:  So far, do you think that the Israelites had been keeping their end of the covenant?  (No, they have been complaining and doubting God’s goodness).

Say This:  When God gave the “IF-THEN” promise, you might think that the people would admit they haven’t been too good about keeping their part, but instead they readily agreed to God’s way.  They said, “We will do everything the LORD has said”.  Exodus 19:8

The truth is, these people did not understand the depth of their sin problem, and they didn’t understand God’s holiness.  God is the Master Teacher, and He gave them a “hands-on” project.  He told the people to wash their clothes.  This may sound strange to us because we wear clean clothes everyday.  But remember, these people had been traveling for 3 months in the desert.  Can you imagine how dirty their clothes must have been?

Prop:  Show a really dirty piece of clothing.

  When God told them to wash their clothes, He was helping the people understand that just as their clothes were dirty, their hearts were polluted as well.  They needed God to clean them from the inside-out!

Prop:  Show that same piece of clothing completely new and clean

After the people washed their clothes, God set a boundary line that they were not to cross.  They were not to go up the mountain nor touch the mountain. 
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 Say This:  The people were warned not to approach God, for He is holy, and they were sinful.  God sent thunder and lightning , a thick cloud over the mountain, and a loud trumpet blast.  Everyone in the camp trembled with fear and awe of God.  God called Moses up to the mountain, and there He gave him the 10 Commandments.

These 10 Commandments showed the people their need to separate from sin and turn to Him.  God gave these rules to show love and protection to His people.  These rules helped the people understand who God is and helped them keep away from the dangers of sin.

By the finger of God, God wrote the 10 Commandments on two stone tablets. (Exodus 31:18; 32:15-16; 34:1, 28; Dt. 10:4).

These commandments were written on stone to symbolize that they could not be changed.  Human laws change from time to time, but God’s word never changes.
Psalm 119:89 Lord, Your word lasts forever. 
       It stands firm in the heavens.
Show and read aloud the 10 Commandments:
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Note to the Teacher: 

The interesting thing to note here is that these 10 Commandments really were not new.  God had already written them in the hearts of people.

Kaiser, pp. 81-82. Gispen seems to agree, when he writes, “… the archaeological discoveries support the thesis that the Ten Commandments are a restatement and clarification of the innate moral Law with which man was created (cf. Rom. 2:14-15).” Gispen, p. 186.  

1. Do not worship any other gods.  Genesis 35:2: ‘Get rid of the foreign gods.’
2.  Do not make any idols. Genesis 31:39: Laban to Jacob: ‘But why did you steal my gods?’
3.  Do not misuse the name of God.  Genesis 24:3: ‘I want you to swear by the Lord.’
4.  Keep the Sabbath holy.  Genesis 2:3: ‘God blessed the seventh day and made it holy.’
5.  Honor your father and mother.  Genesis 27:41: ‘The days of mourning my father are near.’
6.  Do not murder.  Genesis 4:9: ‘Where is your brother Abel?’
7.  Do not commit adultery.  Genesis 39:9: ‘How then could I do such a wicked thing and sin against God?’
8.  Do not steal.  Genesis 44:4-7: ‘Why have you stolen my silver cup?’
9.  Do not lie. Genesis 39:17: ‘[Joseph] came to me to make sport of me … but … he ran. …’
10.  Do not covet. Genesis 12:18; 20:3: ‘You are as good as dead because of the woman you have taken; she is a married woman.’
Say This:  We’re going to talk through the meaning of each of these commandments.  The first four commandments address our relationship to God.  The last six commandments address our relationship to other people.

Rule #1  Do not worship any other gods.

“I am the LORD, and there is no other; apart from Me there is no God.”  Isaiah 45:5

Most of us probably do not worship other gods, but did you know that even good things can become like a god to us?  If family, being popular, toys, video games, sports, hobbies, or anything else becomes more important to you than God, you have broken this commandment.

Rule #2  Do not make any idols.

“I am the LORD; that is My name!  I will not give My glory to another or My praise to idols.”  Isaiah 42:8

No man-made image is worthy of worship – only the true God is.

Be careful about directing too much attention to pictures, statues, or symbols of God.  God is a spirit, and there is no need to form a physical image of Him or of anything He created (angels).

Rule #3  Do not misuse the name of God.

We should always respect God’s name.  God’s name should not be used lightly.  Our culture in general shows great disrespect for God’s name.  Often His name is used while cursing or joking.  The Bible clearly tells us to not misuse God’s name; always speak God’s name with respect.

Rule #4  Keep the Sabbath Day holy.

God was telling the people that their bodies needed one day a week for rest and worship.  

As with all of God’s rules, this was for their own (and our own) benefit.  Even today, our culture promotes over-busyness.  Activities dominate many people’s lives.  God wants us to be still and quiet so that we can listen to Him.

Say This:  The people were beginning to understand God’s standard of holiness and their sinful ways.  Soon they would realize that there was no way to keep all of these commandments on their own.  They desperately needed God!

Main Point:  God gave us rules to show us our complete need for Him.
God Gives The Ten Commandments (part 2)
Exodus 20; Deuteronomy 5
(Commandments #5-10)
God Gives The Ten Commandments (part 2)
Exodus 20; Deuteronomy 5
(Commandments #5-10)
Main Point:  God gave us rules to show us our complete need for Him.
The 10 Commandments showed the people their need to separate from sin and turn to Him.  God gave these rules to show love and protection to His people.  These rules helped the people understand who God is and helped them keep away from the dangers of sin.

By the finger of God, God wrote the 10 Commandments on two stone tablets. (Exodus 31:18; 32:15-16; 34:1, 28; Dt. 10:4).

Show and read aloud the 10 Commandments:

PowerPoint: [image: image28.png]MAN
5: Honour your

GOD
1: Do not worship

any other gods father & mother
2. Do not make 6: Do not murder
any idols 7 Do not commit
3: Do not misuse adultery
the name of God 8: Do not steal
4: Keepthe 9: Donotlie
Sabhath holy 10: Do not covet




Say This:  We’re going to finish talking through the meaning of each of these commandments.  The first four commandments address our relationship to God.  The last six commandments address our relationship to other people.

Briefly review Commandments #1-4 from the previous lesson.
Say This:  Commandments #5-10 focus on our relationships with other people.
Rule #5  Honor your father and mother.

God wants our homes and family life to be peaceful and filled with love.  Children should be respectful and obey their parents.

Ask:  What are some ways that you can show respect to your parents?
(Obeying the first time; don’t talk back; have a happy attitude; speak nicely)
PowerPoint:  

Ephesians 6:1-3 

 Children, obey your parents as believers in the Lord. Obey them because it's the right thing to do. Scripture says, "Honor your father and mother." That is the first commandment that has a promise. "Then things will go well with you. You will live a long time on the earth."(Deuteronomy 5:16)
Say This:  Did you hear that promise………. "Then things will go well with you. You will live a long time on the earth."(Deuteronomy 5:16)
God said that this was the first commandment with a promise.

Do you want things to go well with you? (Yes)

Do you want to live a long time on the earth? (Yes)

The Bible says that you need to obey and respect your parents.

Rule #6 Do not murder.
God created man in His own image, and God gives life to all.  It is wrong to take away life from another person.  But even more than that, God tells us that if we WISH that someone were dead, that is the same thing as murder!

Rule #7 Do not commit adultery.

When a person is married, God tells them that they are to show love only to their husband/wife.  The Bible also tells us all to have pure thoughts toward other people.

Rule #8  Do not steal.
Stealing is taking something that does not belong to you.  This includes stealing answers from another person’s test.

Ask:  Have you ever had something stolen from you?  It feels terrible, doesn’t it!  God is the one who gives us the opportunity to own things, and we should not take away things from other people.

PowerPoint:
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Rule #9   Do not lie.

PowerPoint:


[image: image33]
Say This:  God can do anything – except for this:  God cannot lie! (Hebrews 6:18  It is impossible for God to lie).  In the New Testament, Jesus declares that He is the Way, the TRUTH, and the Life. (John 14:6)

Conversely, Satan is the father of lies.  The Bible says that lying is his native language. (John 8:44)   "From the beginning, the devil was a murderer. He has never obeyed the truth. There is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his natural language. He does this because he is a liar. He is the father of lies.

Most of us in this room speak English.  The Bible says that Satan speaks LIES.

The 9th commandment warns us not to be like Satan, but rather to be like God and speak the TRUTH!
Rule #10  Do not covet.

This means that we should not want what other people have.  The Bible tells us to be content with what we have.

Hebrews 13:5  Don't be controlled by love for money. Be happy with what you have. God has said, "I will never leave you.   I will never desert you." (Deuteronomy 31:6)
Say This:  God gave these 10 rules to show the people their incredible need for Him.  As the people heard these rules, they soon realized that it was impossible to keep them all.  And it’s impossible for us too!

The Bible says that if we’ve broken even one of God’s laws, it’s the same as breaking them all!

James 2:10  Suppose you keep the whole law but trip over just one part of it. Then you are guilty of breaking all of it.
Even if we disobey just one command, we are guilty of breaking ALL of God’s commands.

God is perfect and holy.  His holiness cannot tolerate even a hint of sin.

PowerPoint:
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Illustration:  Suppose you are about to drink a nice, cold Coke.  Just as you’re about to take a big sip, your friend tells you that another kid put a drop of his SPIT in your coke. Would you want to drink the coke?  (No).  Why not?  (Because even though I enjoy Coke, I would not ever want to drink another person’s spit). 

Say This:  Just as one drop of spit ruined the entire can of coke, so one sin breaks the perfect relationship that God had with people.

God gave the 10 Commandments to show us that we are NOT good enough to be accepted in God’s sight. We are sinners, and we need a Savior.

Prop:  Show a thermometer.
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Say This:  Just as a thermometer shows your parents how sick you are, so the 10 Commandments show us how needy we are for God.  The thermometer does not make you better.  It simply indicates how sick you are.  Keeping the 10 commandments does not make us right with God; they show us our desperate need for Him.

Prop:  Show a mirror
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Say This:  Every day before I leave my house, I look in the mirror to be sure that my face is clean.  Suppose I look in the mirror and see a big glob of jelly doughnut on my face.  Would I take the mirror and clean my fact with it?  (No).  The mirror SHOWS me my need to clean my face.

The 10 Commandments are like a mirror.  They show me that I have sin all over.  They show me that I need a Savior to make me clean and whole again.

Our Need

Most people agree that they have sinned by doing or thinking wrong things.  But few people admit that they are HELPLESS sinners.  Many people think that THEY can “do something” to take care of their sin.  They think that they can outweigh their bad by the good things they do. 
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  The Bible teaches there is NOTHING we can do to make ourselves acceptable to God.  In fact, even the good things that we do are viewed as filthy rags.

Isaiah 64:6  All of us have become like someone who is "unclean." 
       All of the good things we do are like polluted rags to you. 
    All of us are like leaves that have dried up. 
       Our sins sweep us away like the wind.
God wants to save everyone from their sin, but only those who acknowledge their helplessness can be saved.  It’s like the person who is drowning.  As long as he is fighting the lifeguard, he can’t be rescued.  It is only when he gives up and RECEIVES the help that he can be pulled from the water.

When Jesus died to take away our sin, He offered us the FREE GIFT of eternal life with Him in heaven.  A gift becomes yours ----------- when you TAKE it.

Salvation must be RECEIVED – not worked for!

PowerPoint:  

Ephesians 2:8-9  God's grace has saved you because of your faith in Christ. Your salvation doesn't come from anything you do. It is God's gift. It is not based on anything you have done. No one can brag about earning it.
PowerPoint:  






Main Point:  God gave us rules to show us our complete need for Him.
Lesson #10 TABERNACLE

STRANGER  pp. 143-152

There are 2 lesson plans available for this lesson.
Main Point:  God’s presence is always with His people.
Props:   Tabernacle model and/or power point slides of Tabernacle

Perspective for the teacher:

The tabernacle is a beautiful picture of our merciful God dwelling in the midst of His sinful people, making a way for them to come to Him to find the mercy and grace they needed.  Like the body of our Lord, the outside of the tent, which was only skins, was not distinguished in appearance.  But inside dwelled the glory of God!

We have the privilege to bringing our students an even greater message, for Jesus Himself came and dwelled among us, offering HIMSELF for our sins making the way open for ALL to come to God.  In Christ, we are given not a system of sacrifices offered by one priest after another, but ONE SACRIFICE FOR SINS FOREVER, offered once for all by our great High Priest, Jesus Christ, the righteous One.

The tabernacle stood in full view of all.  Mercy was available to all who would come by faith.  Jesus Christ died for all.  Through Him we can “come boldly unto the throne of grace” and “Obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need” (Hebrews 4:16).

But the greatest wonder is that now our God dwells IN THOSE WHO BELIEVE. What greater message of mercy and grace could be offered?

As we teach the story of God’s tabernacle, God’s Spirit will be preparing hearts to receive the ultimate message of the finished work of Jesus Christ.  (Firm Foundations McIIwain, Trevor)

Moses was once again called by God up into the mountain.  God commanded Moses to build the tabernacle.

Explain:

The Lord had given Israel His Ten Commandments.  The Lord had agreed with Israel that, if they obeyed His laws, then He would be with them, protect them, and give them all that they needed.  However, if they disobeyed His laws, then the punishment was death.

The Lord knew that the Israelites were sinners and would not be always able to obey His commands, God knew that they would disobey Him and that, unless they had some way of escape, He would have to punish all of them.  

However because the Lord loved them, HE did not want to destroy them.  Therefore, He told them to build a special place where He would live with them.

The people would learn how to approach their holy God without being destroyed.

This didn’t mean that God would no longer be everywhere.  Even when He came to live in the tabernacle, God would continue to be everywhere.

This special place was built so man could learn how God must be approached. 

The tabernacle had to be built exactly as God commanded Moses.

READ: Exodus 25:9 Make this tabernacle and all its furnishings exactly like the pattern I will show you.

Because the Israelites were walking back to the land from which their forefathers had come, the tabernacle had to be lightweight and portable.

God told Moses that the tabernacle must have two rooms.

-The first room, which was entered from the outside, was called the Holy Place, or the separate place.

God is holy, perfect, and righteous – set apart from sinners.

It was a room set apart by God to be used only for Him.

It was only to be used by God’s chosen priests when they were serving God.

The second room, the inner room, was even more important.

This was called the most holy place or the Holy or holies, which is the most separate room in God’s house.

This room was set apart just for God except for once a year when the high priest was allowed to enter.

God’s presence would be in this inside room.

This was the special room in the tabernacle where God promised to love in the center of the Israelites’ camp.

The ark and the mercy seat

READ Exodus 25:10, 11 
"Have them make a chest of acacia wood—two and a half cubits long, a cubit and a half wide, and a cubit and a half high. Overlay it with pure gold, both inside and out, and make a gold molding around it.

The Lord also directed Moses to make a box, which was to be placed inside the second room, the most holy place where God was to live.

-The Lord told Moses that this box, called the Ark of the Covenant, must be made from the wood of a particular tree, which was chosen by God.

-After they made the Ark of the Covenant, they were to cover it with gold.

READ Exodus 25:17 "Make an atonement cover of pure gold—two and a half cubits long and a cubit and a half wide. 
Moses was told to make a lid of pure gold and place it on top of the ark in the inner room.

-The lid was called the mercy seat.
-The mercy seat was the most important part of the whole tabernacle.


This was the place where God promised to live with the sinful Israelites and show them mercy.


Mercy is God’s provision for sinners to escape the punishment they deserve for their sins.

READ Exodus 25:18 And make two cherubim out of hammered gold at the ends of the cover.The Lord told Moses that he was to make two gold cherubim at either end of the mercy seat.

READ Exodus 25:21, 22.

Place the cover on top of the ark and put in the ark the Testimony, which I will give you.  There, above the cover between the two cherubim that are over the ark of the Testimony, I will meet with you and give you all my commands for the Israelites.
The ark was to be placed in the inner room just inside the curtain.

-The Lord told Moses to place the two tablets of stone inside the Ark of the Covenant, under the mercy seat.  God wrote the Ten Commandments upon these two tablets.

God promised that, when everything was finished just as He had commanded, He would come into the inner room.

His presence would be evidenced by a very bright light between the cherubim.

The veil

READ Exodus 26:31-33 "Make a curtain of blue, purple and scarlet yarn and finely twisted linen, with cherubim worked into it by a skilled craftsman. 32 Hang it with gold hooks on four posts of acacia wood overlaid with gold and standing on four silver bases. 33 Hang the curtain from the clasps and place the ark of the Testimony behind the curtain. The curtain will separate the Holy Place from the Most Holy Place.
God told Moses that he was to hang a beautiful, thick curtain as a divider between the two rooms.

This curtain was to remind the Israelites that they were separated from God because of sin.

The tabernacle coverings and the brazen alter

God told Moses to make a fence of cloth curtains held upright between posts and to place it around the two-roomed structure.  It was covered over with dyed animal skins and a final covering of animal hides to form the roof of the tent.

Just inside the entrance of the curtain fence, they were to place an altar, which God said was to be made of wood covered with brass.

READ Exodus 27:1, 2  Build an altar of acacia wood, three cubits high; it is to be square, five cubits long and five cubits wide. Make a horn at each of the four corners, so that the horns and the altar are of one piece, and overlay the altar with bronze.
When a person wanted to approach God, his first step was to bring a burnt offering to the Lord.

He was to bring it to the brazen altar, just inside the gate. (Brazen means made of brass)

He was to place his hand on the head of the animal and then kill it.

-By doing this, he was admitting to God that he was a sinner and deserved to die.

-By placing his hands on the animal, he was identifying himself with this animal that was to die in his place.

-But he was asking God to accept the animal’s death instead of his.

Remember what we learned earlier: 

-God allowed sheep, goats, bulls, and birds as sacrifices.

-The animals were to be perfect males.

The animal’s blood must be shed.

Hebrews 9:22 says, “…without the shedding of blood is no remission.”
But could the blood of animal’s pay for sin?

No! The blood of animals was only a reminder, or illustration or pattern of the punishment demanded for sin.

Separation of the sinner from God is the only just payment for sin.

Obviously, God doesn’t ask us to bring animal sacrifices to Him today, but that was the provision He made for the Israelites.

God was going to make a better way to take care of sins.

Aaron and his sons were made priests.

The Lord appointed Aaron to be the high priest.  His sons were also to be priests.

READ Exodus 28:1 Have Aaron your brother brought to you from among the Israelites, along with his sons Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar, so they may serve me as priests. 

Only Aaron, the high priest, was allowed to go into the inner room, the most holy place where God was.

-If anyone else had gone behind the curtain and entered the inner room, he would have been killed.

-Aaron could only go into the most holy place once each year, on the Day of Atonement, which means the “day of covering”.

-The only way he could enter was to come with the blood of an animal, which had been sacrificed.

After killing an animal and catching its blood in a basin, he passed behind the heavy curtain that hung between the two rooms.  Aaron was to sprinkle the blood of the mercy seat, the pure gold cover of the Ark of the Covenant.

If everything was done the way the Lord had told Moses, then God promised to forgive the sins of Israel for the past year.

Could the blood of animals pay for their sins?

No! The blood of the animals COVERED their sin, but it could not take away their sin.  Only the blood of Jesus can do that.
-The punishment for sin is death, and that includes the separation of the sinner from God forever.

-Sin must be paid for in full.

Nevertheless, God promised to hold off the judgment they deserved and forgive their sins for the past year, if they came to Him in the way He told them.

They must come to him believing Him and bringing a blood sacrifice for their sins.

God will only accept those who come to Him in the way He says in the Bible.

The tabernacle was finished and erected, and God came to live in it as His house.

God had told Moses that the Israelites were to build the tabernacle so that He could live with them.

The Israelites built the tabernacle for the Lord and erected it exactly as He had instructed Moses.

If they had not made it exactly as God told them, God would not have come to live with them.

But because Moses and the Israelites did everything the way God instructed them, God came to live in the center of the Israelites’ camp in the most holy place of the tabernacle.

READ Exodus 40:34, 35   Then the cloud covered the Tent of Meeting, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. Moses could not enter the Tent of Meeting because the cloud had settled upon it, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle.
The Israelites could now come to God in the way He had taught them.

Each year, Aaron, the high priest, could enter the most holy place and sprinkle the blood on the mercy seat under the cherubim.

Why did the high priest have to repeat this every year?

Because the blood of the animals cannot pay for sin.

In His mercy, God was simply holding off for another year the punishment the Israelites deserved.

Conclusion : 
The Israelites, like us, were sinners.

They needed God’s mercy.

And God made a way for them to come to Him.

We cannot decide how we will come to God.  He is perfect, and He will only accept us if we come to Him in the way He tells us in His Word!

Lesson #10 TABERNACLE

STRANGER  pp. 143-152

Main Point:  God’s presence is always with His people.

God gave the 10 Commandments to show the people that they desperately needed Him.  He set a boundary around the mountain to show the people that their sin separated them from God.  He also had the people wash their clothes so that they could see the difference between what is filthy and what is clean.

God is a great communicator, and He really wanted these people to understand who He was and that He was with them all the time.  So He told them to build a Tabernacle.  The word Tabernacle means “tent”, “place of dwelling”, or “sanctuary”.  Of course, God did not need a house for Himself.  The Tabernacle was to be set up in the middle of the camp with each of the 12 tribes of Israel surrounding it.

The Tabernacle was a sign from God that He was with His people, the Israelites.  He continued to appear as a pillar of clouds by day and a pillar of fire by night.  This was a very big way for God to say that He was ALWAYS with His people!
God started out this process with them by asking people to voluntarily give an offering of gold, silver, bronze; blue, purple, and red yard; fine linen; goat hair; ram skins; cowhides; acacia wood; olive oil; stone and gems. This sounds like a very interesting offering, doesn’t it?  

2 Corinthians 9:7 “…God loves a cheerful giver!”

God told Moses the exact plans, down to the inches, for how He wanted the Tabernacle to be built. This is because God is a perfect and holy God who had a perfect plan for His dwelling place.
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Say This:  So Moses and the people brought their offerings and used them to begin building the Tabernacle. When it was finished, it had a couple of distinct parts.

When you first came to the Tabernacle, you’d be in the Courtyard. The courtyard was very large, with a wall going ALLLLL the way around it. All the Israelites were allowed in the courtyard.

At the front of the courtyard was the Bronze Altar. This is where the animal sacrifices were offered.  God told the people that their sin could be covered by killing a perfect male lamb…

…from the herd 

…a male

…without defect.

(Leviticus 1:3)

 The lamb would be the substitute for man and would cover his sin.  

PowerPoint:

Leviticus 1:4 "'The man must place his hand on the head of the burnt offering. Then the Lord will accept it in place of him. It will pay for his sin.’“
This was a yearly sacrifice (Hebrews 10:1).

Death is the penalty for sin. (Romans 3:23)

The bronze altar was a symbol of the cross because when Jesus, the perfect Lamb, died for our sin, our sins were paid for. No more sacrifices needed to be made.  When Jesus died, He TOOK AWAY our sin.  Our sin was not merely “covered” but rather it was taken away.

Near the Bronze Altar was the Basin. The Basin was filled with water and was used for ceremonial washing. Before a priest could do anything important, he would first have to wash in the basin.  Washing was a symbol that man had to be pure before he could approach a holy God.  It is important to remember that being physically clean is not important; it is only a symbol that our lives are not clean without God.  Sins cannot be washed away with water.  With Jesus, there is complete regeneration – NEW LIFE.  It is not merely a washing away of the old, but rather a completely new creation.

Say This: If you kept on walking, you’d see towards the back of the courtyard was a large building covered in animal skins. This was the main part of the Tabernacle.

When you enter this building, you’d be in the Holy Place
The Holy Place was a room where the priests burned incense and did other ceremonies. It was a great privilege to be able to work in the Holy Place. Inside were a couple items of furniture.

The Lamp stand – Made of pure gold.  The lamp gave light inside a dark room.

The lamp stand was a symbol of Jesus being the Light of the World.
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The Table with the Bread – Showed that Jesus was the Bread of Life.  (John 6:48)
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The Altar of Incense – The smell of the incense burning is a symbol of prayer.  Just as a smell fills the room, so our prayers go up to God as a sweet fragrance.
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Say This: At the far end of the Holy Place was a very thick curtain. On the other side of the curtain was The Holy of Holies (also called the Most Holy Place).

“Only the High Priest could enter the Holy of Holies one day out of every year, on the Day of Atonement.  Before he could enter, he had to wash himself, put on special clothing, bring burning incense to let the smoke cover his eyes from a direct view of God, and he had to bring blood to make atonement for sins.”

www.the-tabernacle-place.com
Since nobody but the High could enter the Holy of Holies, a very thick curtain was put in front of it to separate it from the Holy Place.  This curtain shielded sinful man from a holy God.  The thick curtain was a symbol of a barrier in the relationship of God to man.

Ask:  What separates people from God?  (Sin)
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Say This:  When Jesus died on the cross, the curtain in the Temple was torn from the top to the bottom, indicating that all people now had direct access to God.

Inside the Holy of Holies was the Ark of the Covenant. This held the 10 Commandments and a sample of the Manna that God provided for the Israelites in the desert.
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The Atonement Cover – This was on top of the Ark of the Covenant (pictured above).

Say This:  “Once the Tabernacle was completed, the cloud that led the Israelites moved into position about the Holy of Holies.  It signified God’s presence in the midst of His people.”  Stranger on the Road to Emmaus by John Cross.

Even while traveling in the wilderness, God was always with His people.  We can be sure that God is always with us today!

Main Point:  God’s presence is always with His people.

A compilation of scriptures from Daily Light, July 16 

http://www.gnpcb.org/esv/devotions/daily.light/

“You shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.”

“You were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God from every tribe and language and people and nation, and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God.”—But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.

You shall be called the priests of the Lord; they shall speak of you as the ministers of our God.—Priests of God and of Christ.

Therefore, holy brothers, you who share in a heavenly calling, consider Jesus, the apostle and high priest of our confession.—Through him then let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that acknowledge his name.

For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.—God's temple is holy, and you are that temple.

Ex. 19:6; Rev. 5:9, 10; 1 Pet. 2:9; Isa. 61:6; Rev. 20:6; Heb. 3:1; Heb. 13:15; Eph. 2:10; 1 Cor. 3:17 

Lesson #11 UNBELIEF:  Judges, Kings, Prophets

STRANGER pp. 152-161
Main Point:  Unbelief is a very serious sin that God will judge.
Props:  Model of a cross with a plastic snake secured to it; Poster with a circle drawn with the words Rebel → Enslaved→ Repent→ Delivered written around the circle. 

Part 1: Unbelief 

Review:
“The Israelites were learning more and more about the Lord.  God was faithfully providing them with food and water.  The Bible tells us that God even made their shoes especially durable – they didn’t wear out.  The Israelites now had a moral code by which to live.  Although observing the Ten Commandments did not result in acceptance with God, it did provide a standard of right living that united the nation.  They knew what was right, and what was wrong.  God had also shown His love by providing a way to be accepted – by faith - as evidenced through the blood sacrifice.  You would think the Israelites would have been eternally grateful for all the Lord was doing for them.  If they were grateful, their outward actions didn’t demonstrate it.  They began to grumble – again.”  Taken from, The Stranger on the Road to Emmaus page 152. 

Read:
“But the people grew impatient on the way; they spoke against God and against Moses, and said, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the desert? There is no bread! There is no water! And we detest this miserable food!”  Numbers 21:4, 5 

These accusations were false– God WAS meeting their needs!  

They should have been thanking God, but instead they said God was neglecting them.  They were forgetting what God had done for them and began to complain again! 

They ignored God’s Law, telling lies and dishonoring his name -two of the Ten Commandants. 

The Lord heard everything they were saying.  He knew they did not believe Him. 

Compare:
If someone tells you something and you don’t believe him, isn’t that calling him a liar?  Yes, it is.  If we hear God’s Word, but don’t believe it, then we, too, are treating God as if He were a liar. 

As we have seen before, breaking the law has consequences.  
In the past God had repeatedly overlooked their sin – He had been patient.  But the Israelites knew better and continued to sin repeatedly.  God could not condone their sin and say, “Oh forget it.  We’ll pretend it never happened.”  No, sin has consequences.  It always does.  Remember we learned that God is holy and righteous.  He demands death as a payment of sin. 

Read: 
Numbers 21: 4-5 They traveled from Mount Hor along the route to the Red Sea, to go around Edom. But the people grew impatient on the way; they spoke against God and against Moses, and said, "Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the desert? There is no bread! There is no water! And we detest this miserable food!"
The Lord punished the Israelites so that many of them died. 

Read:
Numbers 21:6   Then the LORD sent venomous snakes among them; they bit the people and many Israelites died.
The Israelites died because they were bitten by the snakes.  This was God’s judgment on them because of their sin.  They could not escape the poisonous snakes sent by God. 

Guess what happened?  The Israelites NOW quickly changed their attitude toward God and acknowledged their sin!  They realized now that only God could save them from His punishment, and so they asked Moses to ask the Lord for His help!  
Numbers 21:7 The people came to Moses and said, "We sinned when we spoke against the LORD and against you. Pray that the LORD will take the snakes away from us." So Moses prayed for the people.
They could not help themselves, and Moses could not save them from the snakes.  Only God could save them! 

“God’s purpose in judgment is to bring about a change of attitude – a change of mind. The Israelites recognized that they had sinned, so they repented (changed their minds) and asked God to deliver them.” Stranger on the Road to Emmaus John Cross

 They didn’t deserve God’s help, but He saves all those who trust in Him. 

God told Moses what he must do and what the Israelites must do if they were to be saved from death. 

Read:
Numbers 21:8 The LORD said to Moses, "Make a snake and put it up on a pole; anyone who is bitten can look at it and live."
God did not tell them to find their own way to be healed.  He told Moses what to do.  Moses had to do exactly what God said, and the people had to look at the serpent just as God had instructed Moses.  It had to be done God’s way. 

Emphasize:
What did God say they had to do in order to be healed from the snakebites? They just had to look at the bronze snake.  Did the snake on the pole have power in it to heal them? NO! The power of God healed every Israelite who showed he or she trusted in God by looking at the snake on the pole. 

God healed them because they believed in Him. 

Do you think people would have been healed if they had prayed but not looked?  NO! What if they did not look at the snake but offered God a gift instead? Would they have been healed?  NO! They had to look at the snake, just as God said! 

Do you think some did look, but the Lord did not heal them? NO! God always keeps His promises.  All who looked were immediately healed by the Lord.  God can be trusted to do everything He says! 

God honors faith, but He judges unbelief! 

Part 2: Judges, Kings, and Prophets 

Over time guess what happened?  Yes, the Israelites began to forget about God, His laws, His promises and all that He had done for them.  Does this sound familiar? 

Forty years passed from the time the Israelites left Egypt until the time they entered Canaan (“The Promised Land”). Moses died before the Israelites were fully able to settle it. 
Time of the Judges
For a period, the Israelites trusted God, but then they began to drift from the truth, and ended up believing in idols, AGAIN!  

God punished Israel for worshiping false gods by allowing them to be overrun by foreign nations who forced Israel to serve them and pay tribute.  

When Israel repented, that is, agreed with God about their sin, and called to God for help, He chose a man or woman to lead and deliver them from their enemies. 

These people who were chosen by God to lead Israel were called Judges. 

So began a cycle that was to last approximately 300 years.  This cycle occurred repeatedly.  During this time, there were 15 Judges. 

Time of the Kings
Of all the nations of the world, Israel was the most blessed, for God himself was their Leader and King. 

However, Israel rejected God and asked for a king like the nations around them. 

God granted their request. 

Many kings ruled over Israel. 

A few of these kings believed God and trusted in Him, but the majority of them did not.

Two of the greatest Kings were King David and King Solomon. 

Prophets
Over time guess what happened?  Yes, the Israelites began to forget about God, His laws, His promises and all that He had done for them.  Does this sound familiar? 

God sent Prophets, men who not only preached against the wandering morals of the people, but also warned of judgment to come.  Many of them were prompted by God to write Scripture.  Some of them gave specific information about the coming PROMISED DELIVERER. 

The majority of the Israelites despised the prophets’ message and refused to trust God.  This was sad.  The prophets were sent by God to help the people and prepare them for the arrival of their Deliverer!   

Next week we will learn more about whom else God sent to prepare the people for the arrival of the PROMISED DELIVERER! 

Lesson 12:  John the Baptist is born / Jesus is born 

STRANGER  pp. 165-175
Main Point:  God shows love, God wants people to believe

Props: A robe (to show what Zechariah may have worn);  Incense, a match,  a baby boy, a piece of parchment paper with “His name is John” written on it

Scripture for Teacher to read and study: Luke 1:11-25

 11 Then an angel of the Lord appeared to Zechariah. The angel was standing at the right side of the incense altar. 12 When Zechariah saw him, he was amazed and terrified.  

    13 But the angel said to him, "Do not be afraid, Zechariah. Your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will have a child. It will be a boy, and you must name him John. 14 He will be a joy and delight to you. His birth will make many people very glad. 15 He will be important in the Lord's eyes. 

    "He must never use wine or other such drinks. He will be filled with the Holy Spirit from the time he is born. 16 He will bring many of Israel's people back to the Lord their God. 17 And he will prepare the way for the Lord. He will have the same spirit and power that Elijah had. He will teach parents how to love their children. He will also teach people who don't obey to be wise and do what is right. In this way, he will prepare a people who are ready for the Lord." 

    18 Zechariah asked the angel, "How can I be sure of this? I am an old man, and my wife is old too." 

    19 The angel answered, "I am Gabriel. I serve God. I have been sent to speak to you and to tell you this good news. 20 And now you will have to be silent. You will not be able to speak until after John is born. That's because you did not believe my words. They will come true when the time is right." 

    21 During that time, the people were waiting for Zechariah to come out. They wondered why he stayed in the temple so long. 22 When he came out, he could not speak to them. They realized he had seen a vision in the temple. They knew this because he kept motioning to them. He still could not speak. 

    23 When his time of service was over, he returned home. 24 After that, his wife Elizabeth became pregnant. She stayed at home for five months. 25 "The Lord has done this for me," she said. "In these days, he has been kind to me. He has taken away my shame among the people." 

    
Say This: 

Zechariah and Elizabeth were very old. They both loved God and worshipped God.  They were upright in His sight.  There was one thing that they longed for:  a child.  

Zechariah was a priest in the temple.  At this particular time, he was chosen to go into the temple of the Lord to burn incense.   This was a very important job for the priest to do. 

 Prop:  Show the robe/ put it on.   

Say This:  Zechariah went behind a very thick curtain and was alone with God. 

Prop:  Incense

Burn some incense. 

Say This:  Just as the smell of incense fills a room, so our prayers rise up to God.  Our prayers and praise “smell good” to God.  

Zechariah was praising God and praying to God inside the temple behind a thick curtain.

While he was inside, there were many worshippers outside of the temple praying.

While Zechariah was burning incense before the Lord, an angel appeared to him.  Whenever angels appear to humans in the Bible, people become very afraid.  The angel had some wonderful news to tell!

The angel from God told Zechariah that his prayers have been answered, and he would have a son.  “God answers prayer in His own way and His own time.  He worked in an “impossible” situation—Zechariah’s wife was barren—to bring about the fulfillment of all the prophecies concerning the Messiah.  If we want to have our prayers answered, we  must be open to what God can do in impossible situations.  And we must wait for God in His way, in His time.” Notes from Bible

Say This:  God said, “He will be a joy and delight to you, and many will rejoice because of his birth, for he will be great in the sight of the Lord.” (Luke 1:14)

There were several directions that God gave: He will never drink wine or beer; even from birth, he will be filled with the Holy Spirit; He will help many people in Israel return to the LORD; He will make peace between children and their parents; He will bring those who are disobeying back to the right way of thinking.  And God even gave this baby a name:  JOHN!
“John means “the LORD is gracious”, and Jesus means “the LORD saves.”  Both names were prescribed by God, not chosen by human parents.  Throughout the Gospels, God acts graciously and saves His people. “  Notes from Bible

God loves the world and will save those who trust and believe in Him.  

WOW!  Can you imagine that!  All these years Zachariah and Elizabeth have prayed for a child, and now, God is not only going to give them a child, but a son who will be GREAT in the sight of the Lord!

BUT . . even though Zechariah heard the angel, .Zechariah did not believe what the angel said.  He doubted that God could do such a wonderful thing because he and his wife, Elizabeth, were very old. Because of his unbelief, God caused him to not be able to speak   It is VERY important for us to listen to and believe what God says!

Say This:  Now remember, all the people were praying outside of the temple.  They were beginning to wonder what was taking Zechariah so long in the temple.  Finally, he came out.  Imagine their surprise when he came out and wasn’t able to speak!  He probably had to make hand motions to show them that an angel of the Lord appeared to him.  It must have been very strange for the people to see that Zechariah could not speak.  The Bible says that Zechariah went home.

God always keeps His promises:  Elizabeth became pregnant!  Zechariah could not speak the entire time Elizabeth was pregnant!

Say This:  We can always believe God because He always keeps His promises!

John’s birth

The time finally came for their baby to be born.  All of Elizabeth’s friends and family rejoiced as soon as John the Baptist was born.

Prop:  Show a baby

Say This:  All the people there wanted to name him “Zechariah” (Maybe they wanted to call him Zac!)

At this point, his father motioned for some paper and a pen. 

Prop:  Show the parchment paper where he wrote:  “His name is John”.  

Immediately, his mouth was opened, and he began to speak, praising God.

Everyone was talking about these things, and the people asked, “What then is this child going to be?”  For the Lord’s hand was with him.

Zechariah’s Song (First he praised God; then he declared the following about his son, John):

· You will be called a prophet of the Most High

· You will go on before the Lord to prepare the way for Him

· You will give His people the knowledge of salvation

· You will shine God’s light on those living in darkness and in the shadow of death

· You will guide our feet onto the path of peace

And the child grew and became strong in spirit; and he lived in the desert until he appeared publicly to Israel

Conclusion:  Just as God had a very special plan for John, so God has a very special plan for YOUR LIFE. God shows His love and wants you to believe!   

Main Point:  Jesus is the promised Deliverer. 

 He was born to be the Savior of the world! 

Props:  tree, fruit, snake, lamb, knife, red cloth; Signs that read:  God shows love, God wants people to believe, Jesus is God

Say:

Heaven is a perfect place where God lives.  Everything was beautiful and perfect there. God had many angels who ministered to Him and praised Him.  The most important angel’s name was Lucifer.  His job was to praise God and give Him glory.

One day, Lucifer became very jealous.  He did not want to praise God anymore.  He wanted all the praise.  He wanted the power.  The Bible tells us that Lucifer wanted to be like God!  Lucifer gathered 1/3 of the angels and began a war in heaven.

God is the most powerful of all, and Satan and his bad angels were thrown out of heaven.  God has created a new home for them:  a lake of fire.  At the end of time, this is where Satan and his followers will be forever!

God created a perfect world

The world was a perfect place.  Everything God made was good.

God created two people.  Do you know their names?  (Adam and Eve).  God created them in His image, and they were perfect.  Every evening, God would walk with them.  Can you just imagine the wonderful conversations they must have had?!?!  Wouldn’t it be wonderful to take a walk with God, the Creator of the Universe, every night?!?!

Prop:  Show the sign God shows love.

Say:  God showed His love to Adam and Eve.  He created a perfect place for them, and He took great care of them.

God showed His love and protection for them by giving them ONE RULE.  The Garden of Eden where they lived was filled with many trees bearing delicious fruit.   Prop:  Show a tree with a piece of fruit hanging from it. God told Adam and Eve that they could eat from every tree in the garden – except for one:  the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  God told Adam that if they ate from that one tree, they would surely die.

Prop:  Show the sign God wants people to believe.

Say:  We are going to learn that everything God says is true.  God wants us to believe Him because He loves us, and He always tells the truth.

Sin came into the world, and now it wasn’t perfect anymore.

Prop:  Show a snake.  

Say:  One day, Satan (in the form of a snake) came to Eve and asked her a question: 

 (Genesis 3)  "Did God really say, 'You must not eat from any tree in the garden'?"      2 The woman said to the serpent, "We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 3 but God did say, 'You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.' "      4 "You will not surely die," the serpent said to the woman. 5 "For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil." 

Say:  Did you hear what Satan said?  He lied to Eve.  Satan told Eve that she would NOT die.  God said, “Don’t eat from this one tree or you will die”.  Satan said, “You will not die.  You will become like God”.

Ask:  Does that sound familiar?  Remember the war in heaven?  Who did Satan want to become like?  (God)  Did he become like God (NO!)  Now Satan is lying to Eve.

Who should she trust?

Prop:  Show the sign God wants people to believe.  

Say: God wants us to believe Him because He loves us and He always tells the truth.

Sadly, Adam and Eve did not believe God.  They believed Satan and his lie.  Now the garden wasn’t perfect anymore.  Sin came.  Immediately, their eyes were opened to the truth, and they realized what they had done.  They were ashamed, and they tried to hide from God.

Ask:  Can we ever hide from God?  Can we cover up our sin?  (No, God knows everything).
Scripture for Teacher to study    6 When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves. 

    8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the LORD God called to the man, "Where are you?" 

    10 He answered, "I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid." 

    11 And he said, "Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I commanded you not to eat from?" 

    12 The man said, "The woman you put here with me-she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it." 

    13 Then the LORD God said to the woman, "What is this you have done?" 

   The woman said, "The serpent deceived me, and I ate." 

Say:  Whatever God says is true.  When He told Adam and Eve that if they ate fruit from that tree they would die, He meant it.  Now Adam and Eve were cast out of the perfect garden.  Sin entered the world, and they were going to die.  This was a very sad day.  And this sadness continued for a very long time because sin always ruins things.  

BUT, because God shows love (Prop:  Show the sign God shows love), God provided a way for man to become right with Him.

The Lamb

God is holy and perfect and cannot tolerate sin.  But He also has great love for people.  So God created a plan so that man’s sin could be covered.  Sin=death.  God told man to find a perfect, male lamb to kill.  The blood from the perfect lamb would provide a “covering” for their sin.

Prop:  Show a lamb, a knife, and the red cloth (to symbolize blood)

· Many lambs were killed so that their blood could cover man’s sin.  The lambs were innocent.  They took the punishment that should have been on the man.   (Demonstrate this): By placing his hand on the head of the lamb, man was saying, “I am putting all of my sin on this innocent lamb.”  Sin had to be punished.  This continued for hundreds of years.  The people longed for another way.  They cried out to God for a savior to deliver them from their sin.

Jesus is Born

Say:  Do you remember how an angel appeared to Zechariah to tell him that he and Elizabeth were going to have a son?  Well, another angel appeared to a young woman named Mary.  The angel of the Lord told her that she was going to have a son.  His name would be Jesus because He would save the people from their sins.  He would be the Savior of the world.  

At first, Mary was confused.  She didn’t understand how she would become pregnant since she wasn’t yet married.  But God told her that this child would come from God.  Mary believed and rejoiced!

Then Mary went to visit her cousin, Elizabeth, for the angel of the Lord told her that her cousin was with child.

As soon as Mary’s greeting was heard, Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit.  In a loud voice she exclaimed:  “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the child you will bear.”

Elizabeth also told Mary that her baby jumped inside of her the moment Mary’s voice was heard.

· When Jesus was born, The Word became flesh.  

· God came to live on the earth.  His name is Jesus.

· Jesus is all God, and when He came to earth, He was all man too!  This is very hard for us to understand, but it is true.  Everything in the Bible is true.

Another Lesson Plan for Jesus is Born
Jesus is Born

Luke 1-2
Main Point:  Jesus was born to be the Savior of the world!
Great website for pictures and information www.bibleview.org
The Christmas Story is perhaps one of the most familiar stories to children.  Our goal is to teach this story accurately and in order.  Many times, pieces of this story are told, but rarely is the entire birth of Jesus taught.  Enjoy!

God sends an angel to talk to Mary

Angles are God’s messengers, and they are sometimes sent from God to people to give a message.

An angel named Gabriel appeared to Mary.  He told her that she was going to have a baby!  He also told her that her cousin, Elizabeth, was 6 months pregnant.

PowerPoint:  Luke 1:26-38 

 In the sixth month after Elizabeth had become pregnant, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee. He was sent to a virgin. The girl was engaged to a man named Joseph. He came from the family line of David. The virgin's name was Mary. The angel greeted her and said, "The Lord has given you special favor. He is with you." 

   Mary was very upset because of his words. She wondered what kind of greeting this could be. But the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary. God is very pleased with you. You will become pregnant and give birth to a son. You must name him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High God. The Lord God will make him a king like his father David of long ago. He will rule forever over his people, who came from Jacob's family. His kingdom will never end." 

"How can this happen?" Mary asked the angel. "I am a virgin." 

   The angel answered, "The Holy Spirit will come to you. The power of the Most High God will cover you. So the holy one that is born will be called the Son of God. Your relative Elizabeth is old. And even she is going to have a child. People thought she could not have children. But she has been pregnant for six months now. Nothing is impossible with God." 

   "I serve the Lord," Mary answered. "May it happen to me just as you said it would." Then the angel left her. 

  MARY VISITS ELIZABETH

Mary was very excited to see her cousin, Elizabeth, so she went to see her.  (Luke 1:39-40) 

The Bible says that as soon as Elizabeth heard Mary’s voice, the baby inside her jumped!  With a loud voice, Elizabeth called out, “"God has blessed you more than other women. And blessed is the child you will have!”  Luke 1:42
PowerPoint:  Then Mary sang this song of praise to God: (Luke 1:46-56)

 46 Mary said, 
    "My soul gives glory to the Lord. 
    47 My spirit delights in God my Savior. 
 48 He has taken note of me 
       even though I am not important. 
    From now on all people will call me blessed. 
    49 The Mighty One has done great things for me. 
       His name is holy. 
 50 He shows his mercy to those who have respect for him, 
       from parent to child down through the years. 
 51 He has done mighty things with his arm. 
       He has scattered those who are proud in their deepest thoughts. 
 52 He has brought down rulers from their thrones. 
       But he has lifted up people who are not important. 
 53 He has filled those who are hungry with good things. 
       But he has sent those who are rich away empty. 
 54 He has helped the people of Israel, who serve him. 
       He has always remembered to be kind 
 55 to Abraham and his children down through the years. 
       He has done it just as he said to our people of long ago."

Then Mary stayed with Elizabeth for about three months and then returned home.  (Luke 1:56)




Ask:  What is an angel?  (A messenger from God)

Ask:  How did God tell Mary that she was going to have a baby?  (He sent an angel, Gabriel, to tell her).
JOSEPH

Say This:  God was now going to send an angel to Joseph, the man that Mary was engaged to.  Joseph also needed to know that God was going to make Mary the mother of Jesus.
While Joseph was sleeping, an angel spoke to him.  The angel told Joseph to take Mary as his wife.

PowerPoint:  Matthew 1:18-25 

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about. His mother Mary and Joseph had promised to get married. But before they started to live together, it became clear that she was going to have a baby. She became pregnant by the power of the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph was a godly man. He did not want to put her to shame in public. So he planned to divorce her quietly. 

   But as Joseph was thinking about this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream. The angel said, "Joseph, son of David, don't be afraid to take Mary home as your wife. The baby inside her is from the Holy Spirit. She is going to have a son. You must give him the name Jesus. That is because he will save his people from their sins." 

   of this took place to bring about what the Lord had said would happen. He had said through the prophet, "The virgin is going to have a baby. She will give birth to a son. And he will be called Immanuel."(Isaiah 7:14) The name Immanuel means "God with us." 

   Joseph woke up. He did what the angel of the Lord commanded him to do. He took Mary home as his wife. …And Joseph gave him the name Jesus. 

Say This:  Joseph then took Mary to Bethlehem because the Roman government required that everyone go to their hometown to be counted.

PowerPoint:  Luke 2:1-4

In those days, Caesar Augustus made a law. It required that a list be made of everyone in the whole Roman world. It was the first time a list was made of the people while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be listed. 

   So Joseph went also. He went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea. That is where Bethlehem, the town of David, was. Joseph went there because he belonged to the family line of David.


The Trip to Bethlehem (Luke 2:5)

Say This:  Remember that back in Bible times, they didn’t have cars.  The trip from Nazareth to Bethlehem was about 90 miles.  That’s not far to drive in a car, but that is a very long way to walk – especially if you’re pregnant!  Mary rode on a donkey.  Even that couldn’t have been too comfortable.

Jesus is Born!

Many people had already arrived in Bethlehem.  All the inns were full.  Mary gave birth to Jesus in a stable.
Luke 2:6-7 While Joseph and Mary were there, the time came for the child to be born. She gave birth to her first baby. It was a boy. She wrapped him in large strips of cloth. Then she placed him in a manger. There was no room for them in the inn. 

The Angels Appeared to the Shepherds 

“The shepherds had been minding their own business, tending their sheep as they always had.  Often sheep from their flocks were used in the temple sacrifices in Jerusalem only a few miles north of Bethlehem.  Life continued as usual.  But now the angels had come.” p. 173 Stranger on the Road to Emmaus, John Cross

 Everything was about to change forever!

Luke 2: 8-10; 15-20
There were shepherds living out in the fields nearby. It was night, and they were looking after their sheep. An angel of the Lord appeared to them. And the glory of the Lord shone around them. They were terrified. 

   But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy. It is for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you. He is Christ the Lord. Here is how you will know I am telling you the truth. You will find a baby wrapped in strips of cloth and lying in a manger." 

The angels left and went into heaven. Then the shepherds said to one another, "Let's go to Bethlehem. Let's see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about." 

   So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph and the baby. The baby was lying in the manger. After the shepherds had seen him, they told everyone. They reported what the angel had said about this child. All who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 

   But Mary kept all these things like a secret treasure in her heart. She thought about them over and over. 

   The shepherds returned. They gave glory and praise to God. Everything they had seen and heard was just as they had been told. 

    JESUS  40 days old
Mary and Joseph took Jesus to the temple when He was 8 days old and then again when He was 40 days old.

Luke 2:22-24 The time for making them pure came as it is written in the Law of Moses. So Joseph and Mary took Jesus to Jerusalem. There they presented him to the Lord. In the Law of the Lord it says, "The first boy born in every family must be set apart for the Lord."(Exodus 13:2,12) They also offered a sacrifice. They did it in keeping with the Law, which says, "a pair of doves, or two young pigeons."(Leviticus 12:8) 

  Note to the Teacher:  The purification for after a child was born was for the woman (not the child) Leviticus 12:1-8; Exodus 13:2; Numbers18:15-16.
Say This:  While they were at the temple, they encountered two special people:

Simeon – The Bible says that he was a good and godly man.  God told him that he would not die until he saw the Messiah.  When Simeon saw Jesus, he took Him in his arms and praised God.

PowerPoint:  

Luke 2:28-35 

He said, 
 29 "Lord, you are the King over all. 
       Now let me, your servant, go in peace. 
       That is what you promised. 
 30 My eyes have seen your salvation. 
    31 You have prepared it in the sight of all people. 
 32 It is a light to be given to those who aren't Jews. 
       It will bring glory to your people Israel." 

    33 The child's father and mother were amazed at what was said about him. 34 Then Simeon blessed them. He said to Mary, Jesus' mother, "This child is going to cause many people in Israel to fall and to rise. God has sent him. But many will speak against him. 35 The thoughts of many hearts will be known. A sword will wound your own soul too." 

The other person they encountered was Anna.  Anna was an elderly woman who devoted her life to worship and prayer.
PowerPoint:  Luke 2:36-38   There was also a prophet named Anna. She was the daughter of Penuel from the tribe of Asher. Anna was very old. After getting married, she lived with her husband seven years. Then she was a widow until she was 84. She never left the temple. She worshiped night and day, praying and going without eating. 

   Anna came up to Jesus' family at that very moment. She gave thanks to God. And she spoke about the child to all who were looking forward to the time when Jerusalem would be set free.

The Magi/Wisemen Encounter King Herod on their way to visit Jesus
PowerPoint:  Matthew 2:1b-2

After Jesus' birth, Wise Men from the east came to Jerusalem. They asked, "Where is the child who has been born to be king of the Jews? When we were in the east, we saw his star. Now we have come to worship him."
Say This:  Listen to what King Herod thought and then said to them:

Matthew 2:3-8 When King Herod heard about it, he was very upset. Everyone in Jerusalem was troubled too. So Herod called together all the chief priests of the people. He also called the teachers of the law. He asked them where the Christ was going to be born. 

   "In Bethlehem in Judea," they replied. "This is what the prophet has written. He said, 
 " 'But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
       are certainly not the least important among the towns of Judah. 
    A ruler will come out of you. 
       He will be the shepherd of my people Israel.' " (Micah 5:2) 

   Then Herod called for the Wise Men secretly. He found out from them exactly when the star had appeared. He sent them to Bethlehem. He said, "Go! Make a careful search for the child. As soon as you find him, bring me a report. Then I can go and worship him too." 


Say This:  The Magi followed a star to the place where Jesus was.  It was probably 1-2 years AFTER Jesus was born.  

PowerPoint:  Matthew 2:9-10 After the Wise Men had listened to the king, they went on their way. The star they had seen when they were in the east went ahead of them. It finally stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, they were filled with joy.

PowerPoint:  Matthew 2:11-12

The Wise Men went to the house. There they saw the child with his mother Mary. They bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures. They gave him gold, incense, and myrrh. 

   But God warned them in a dream not to go back to Herod. So they returned to their country on a different road. 

    Say This:  God is faithful to send His people warnings when danger is near.  These Magi LISTENED TO GOD, and they did not go back to King Herod.

Say This:  Not only did God warn the Magi, but He also sent His angel to warn Joseph to leave Nazareth and go to Egypt.  Joseph also listened to God!
PowerPoint:  Matthew 2:13-15 When the Wise Men had left, Joseph had a dream. In the dream, an angel of the Lord appeared to him. "Get up!" the angel said. "Take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you to come back. Herod is going to search for the child. He wants to kill him." 

   Joseph got up. During the night, he left for Egypt with the child and his mother Mary. They stayed there until King Herod died. So the words the Lord had spoken through the prophet came true. He had said, "I chose to bring my son out of Egypt."(Hosea 11:1) 

    Say This:  It’s a good thing Joseph was listening to God because once Herod realized that those magi had not come back, he was furious.

Do you know how crazy with anger he became?  He ordered ALL the baby boys age 2 and younger be killed.  This was his way of making sure that Jesus, the King of the Jews, would be dead. (Matthew 2:16-18)

Ask:  Did his plan work?  (No).

Say This:  It’s VERY important to listen to God’s warnings.  God can speak to us in many different ways.  He could speak to you in a dream.  Most likely, He will speak to you through His Word and through your parents.  It is very important to listen to the warnings that God gives.
Say This:  After King Herod died, an angel of the Lord told Joseph that it was safe to return to Nazareth.  Matthew 2:19-23

 
Lesson 13:  Jesus is Baptized
STRANGER  pp. 180-185
Main Point:  God wants everyone to know that Jesus is His Son and to believe in Him!
Key Verse:  John 3:30 He must become greater and greater, and I must become less and less.
The very last words of the last book of the Old Testament read:

“Behold, I am going to send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and terrible day of the LORD. And he will restore the hearts of the fathers to their children, and the hearts of the children to their fathers, lest I come and smite the land with a curse” (Mal. 4:5-6).

Say This:  There were 400 years of silence where no one heard from the Lord.  People who trusted God were very eager for Him to send the promised Messiah.

One day, the angel of the Lord appeared to a man named Zechariah in the temple to tell him that he and his wife, Elizabeth, were going to have a son. He was very surprised, because people hadn’t heard from God in 400 years!  So even though he had been praying for a child, he was amazed when an angel spoke to him. The angel said that they were to name their son John.
PowerPoint:

[image: image48.emf]
Say This:  John was assigned a mission from God even before he was born, and he grew up to be a very special man.  His parents were very old when he was born, and God made it clear to them that John’s purpose in life would be to prepare the way for Jesus.  
Ask: What are some things that you do to prepare for a special time like a family vacation, the holidays, or birthdays? 

Say This:  John knew that Jesus had been born and that He was going to begin his ministry.  John’s “job” was to prepare the people.  John told the people to turn from their wickedness back to righteousness. 
The people wanted to know how they should live.    Here are some of the things that John told them:

PowerPoint:
Repent – To agree with God about your sin; to change your mind and go in a difference (opposite) direction.
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Say This:  Repent from your sin:  Repent means to “change your mind”.  To repent is to agree with God about your sin.  *It does NOT merely mean to say, “I’m sorry”.

John told them that in order to have a change in behavior, there had to be a change of heart.

Even though John lived in the desert, he was very aware of the sins of the people who came to hear him preach.  He did not just say what people wanted to hear:  he preached the truth.  For example, the wicked King Herod had taken another man’s wife to be his own.  John told the people that this was wrong.  

He told the Pharisees (the people who ACTED religious on the outside) that they were like a brood of snakes!  Needless to say, his preaching caused quite a stir!

Say This:  John was very different from the other people who lived in this time.

PowerPoint:
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Say This (while the picture is still on the screen): John chose to live in the desert, clothed himself with a garment of camel’s hair, and ate a diet of locusts and wild honey. He was very different.  After all, who else was preaching in the wilderness?  Most people preached in the temple where all the people were.  But here was John preaching out in the desert!
PowerPoint
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Say This:  The religious leaders of that day were very proper.  They wore long, fancy robes.  They taught people in the clean temple, and they ate fine food.  The religious leaders thought that John was a lunatic/crazy man.  Even though they knew who John was, they wondered who he thought he was and why he was preaching in the desert.
So they came and asked the question: “Who do you think you are anyway?”

(Note to Teacher:  As Christians, this is something we face (or ought to be facing).
People should be checking out who we are, because there ought to be a noted difference on how we live and what we say.)
 

Say This:  John the Baptist knew what was on their minds and he made one thing perfectly clear.
He said, “I am not the Messiah.”
PowerPoint:
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Say This:  During this time, the Jewish people were very tired of living under the Roman rule.  They wanted a hero – a leader.  They knew that one day God would send a Deliverer, the Messiah.  They were hoping that John the Baptist was the Messiah.

But John made it perfectly clear that he was not the Messiah.
Then they asked if he was Elijah that was promised at the end of Malachi.
John told them, “I am not Elijah.”

Then they asked, “Are you the prophet that the Lord was going to raise up according to the writing of Moses in Deuteronomy?”
His answer, “I am not the prophet.”

John was not seeking recognition.  His job was to prepare the way for Jesus.
PowerPoint:
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Say This:  John replied, “I am the voice of one calling in the desert, ‘Make straight the way for the Lord.’”

Quoting from Isaiah 40, John says, “I am a voice.”

He made certain that the people understood that Jesus is the Word, while John the Baptist is a voice.

Later on, John told the people that he was not even worthy to untie the sandals of Jesus.

John 3:30 He must become greater and greater, and I must become less and less.

John knew that the most important person in his own life shouldn’t be himself; it should be Jesus! So he made sure everybody knew that he was just a servant of the Messiah who was about to come.

(Note to Teacher:  John was not the substance of the message.
He was just the communicator.  John was sent to prepare the way for Jesus.  The same is true of us.  We are not the message. (It’s not about you).
But we are here as a voice to inform others about Jesus. It is very important for us to lead others to Jesus and not to ourselves.)
John was not concerned about what people thought.
He was not after popularity.
He did not say or do things just to make his audience happy.
He came, simply, to tell the truth.
He came to call people to a relationship with God.
Say This:  Once people believed in the message of God through John, he began to baptize people.
PowerPoint:
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Say This:  John was baptizing people in the Jordan River

· When John began his mission, he preached a message of baptism as a SYMBOL 
· John the Baptist called on people to repent and to change their way of life. (Remember:  this is what the angel told his father, Zechariah, before he was born).
John told them of their need to leave their sins behind and to live a new kind of life.
· Baptism does not wash away the sin. Perfect blood from a perfect Lamb (Jesus is the Lamb of God) is the only way for sin to be taken away.
Illustration:   Wedding rings symbolize marriage.  

PowerPoint:
Prop:A Wedding Ring


[image: image55.emf]
Say This:  Most people who are married wear a ring.  This ring shows everyone that they are married.

There are some people who are married who do not wear a ring.  Are they still married?  (Yes.)

What if someone were to put on a wedding ring or try on a wedding ring at a jewelry store.  Would that make them married? (No.)

The wedding ring doesn’t make someone married.  It’s just a symbol.

Being baptized is an outward symbol of the change that’s been made on the inside.  Baptism shows everyone that you have believed and trusted God.

PowerPoint:
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Say This:  The next day, John saw Jesus walking towards him and said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!”

· Remember the lamb sacrifices that were being made to cover the people’s sins?

· Can you imagine how the people felt when John said that Jesus was the LAMB OF GOD who would permanently take away all of their sin???
· Because Jesus is the Lamb of God, there would be no more need to sacrifice lambs.
· Jesus wanted John to baptize Him.

· Jesus wanted to be identified with John’s message.  He wanted to affirm John’s message as being true. 
John said that he was not worthy to baptize Jesus, but Jesus insisted that this was the right thing to do.    
PowerPoint:
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Say This:  So John did baptize Jesus in the Jordan River.  And when they came out of the water, the heavens opened, and the Spirit of God came down like a dove and rested upon Jesus’ shoulder.  A voice came from heaven saying, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”

This was the first time that it was announced that JESUS IS GOD!

John saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and remain on Jesus.  John believed!
God wants ever
Lesson 14:  Tempted/Power and Fame

STRANGER  pp. 187-191
Main Point:  Jesus was tempted in every way that we are tempted, but He never sinned.
Key Verse: James 4:7  Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.
Props:  the Bible; a sword; a stone; loaf of bread 
Ask Questions Like This:

Does anyone know what it means to be tempted?

Has anyone in this room ever been tempted?

When you were tempted, was it hard to do the right thing?

Today we’re going to read from God’s Word how Jesus was tempted by Satan in the wilderness and how Jesus overcame that temptation by using God’s Word.

This is what we’re going to notice about Satan:
Satan is very clever.

He tempts when you’re hungry, angry, lonely, tired.

Hungry
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 Angry
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 Lonely
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Tired
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Say This:  Satan also tempts when you’ve just had a wonderful, spiritual event in your life.  
PowerPoint:
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  Say This: Temptation came to Jesus right after He was baptized by His cousin, John.
What we’re going to notice about Jesus:

He used scripture to counter Satan’s attacks.  *The Word of God is living and active.  It is sharper than a double-edged sword. 
PowerPoint:

[image: image63.emf]Which sword is more powerful?


 Prop:  Show your Bible and your sword.  Say:  Just as a sword can defeat the enemy, even more so can God’s Word defeat our enemy, the devil.
Say This:  

After Jesus was baptized, the Bible says that the Spirit "immediately" led Jesus into the wilderness. 
PowerPoint:
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Say This:  The word "wilderness" is often translated as "desert." The book of Mark states that Jesus was "with the wild beasts” (Mark 1:13). We can assume that He was away from other people.

So we know that Jesus was alone, in the desert, and that He had just been baptized.  But the book of Luke tells us even more.  Jesus ate nothing for 40 days.  How would you feel if you didn’t eat for 40 days?  (Hungry)


Let’s talk about fasting for just a moment here. Fasting is when you choose to sacrifice your hunger for food so that you can give all of your attention to prayer.  People fast for various reasons.  “It is likely that Jesus was fasting to seek God and refrain from all distractions”. (p. 47 Jesus, the One and Only by Beth Moore)

Many times people will fast because they want all of their time and energy to go into prayer.  Preparing food, eating it, and cleaning up takes a lot of time.  When you fast, you can spend all that time in prayer.  You are communicating to God and yourself that He is more important to you than daily food.

The First Temptation 
Jesus fasted for 40 days and 40 nights and prayed that God would sustain Him.  

This prepared Jesus for the first test.
And the tempter came and said to Him, "If you are the Son of God, command that these stones become bread." - Matthew 4:2-3 

Satan tried to place doubt in the mind of Jesus with the words "If you are the Son of God." Matthew shows that the devil came at the end of Jesus' fast. 

Props:  Show a stone and a loaf of bread.
PowerPoint
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Say This :  Satan obviously knew that Jesus was very hungry.  He also knew that Jesus was powerful.  

Of course, Jesus could make bread.  We will learn that twice Jesus made bread for several thousand people! (Mark 6:35-44, Mark 8:1-21)  Making bread was no big deal for Jesus.  BUT – that word “if” indicates that Satan was questioning whether or not Jesus was truly God.
 
PowerPoint
Matthew 4:4 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man does not live on bread. He also lives on every word that comes from the mouth of God.' "—(Deuteronomy 8:3) 

Prop:  Show your Bible and the sword. 
Say This:  God’s Word is like a sword.  It cuts through the doubts of the devil.
   

When Jesus says, “It is written”, He is referring to Deuteronomy 8:3 where Moses reminded the Israelites that God humbled them in the wilderness when He provided manna from heaven. 
Jesus was completely relying on God’s will rather than temporary things like food. 
It’s interesting to note how this temptation compares to Eve’s temptation in the Garden of Eden.

Ask:  What did Satan tempt Eve to do?  (Eat fruit)
PowerPoint
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Ask:    And what did Satan tempt Jesus to do?  (Make bread)

What is similar?  (Both temptations involve food).

Say:  We must be careful to control our fleshly appetites.  Not just our appetite for food, but also our appetite for things that are not good for us (too much TV; bad pictures; etc.)

Another similarity is that in both cases, Satan tried to plant the seed of doubt.  To Eve he said, “Did God REALLY say not to eat the fruit?”  To Jesus he said, “IF You are the Son of God…”

Do you hear how Satan is trying to make them doubt?

The Second Temptation 

Read this Scripture and Show it on PowerPoint:
Matthew 4:5-6   Then the devil took Jesus to the holy city. He had him stand on the highest point of the temple. "If you are the Son of God," he said, "throw yourself down. It is written, 
   " 'The Lord will command his angels to take good care of you. 
      They will lift you up in their hands. 
   Then you won't trip over a stone.' " —(Psalm 91:11,12) 

PowerPoint:  

[image: image68]
Say This:  History tells us that a part of Herod’s temple was about 450 feet high.  It is likely that Satan took Jesus to Jerusalem to stand on that part of the temple. Satan challenged Jesus to throw Himself down. He reasoned that IF Jesus was God, then God would surely protect Him from such fall.

That’s like saying, “God, I know you can protect me, so I am going to walk out into a busy highway and trust You to keep me safe”.

Certainly God is able to rescue His children from incredible danger, however, He expects us to use our brain.

To act foolishly and then expect God to deliver you is to put God to the test.

The word “test” here does not mean the kind of test you take at school.  It means to “experiment with God”.

God is holy.  He is the King of the universe.  It is foolish to “experiment” with Him.  Do not “test” His loving-kindness towards you.

Satan quotes scripture? 
Are you aware that Satan is keenly aware of what is written in the Bible?  He quoted this verse to Jesus.  
PowerPoint:     " The Lord will command his angels to take good care of you. 
      They will lift you up in their hands. 
   Then you won't trip over a stone. " —(Psalm 91:11,12) 

It is true that God can and does protect His children, but remember, we are to use good judgment. We are not to experiment with God.  Satan was challenging Jesus to “push the limits” with God.


Jesus quotes scripture
Jesus addressed the real issue by quoting Deuteronomy 6:16.     Jesus answered him, "It is also written, 'Do not put the Lord your God to the test.' " -  Matthew 4:7 


Prop:  Show your Bible and the sword. 
Say This:  God’s Word is like a sword.  It cuts through the deceit of the devil.

A note about interpreting the Bible
It is always best to look at what the entire Bible says rather than isolating one verse here and there.  When you are making a decision, look at the whole of scripture rather than just one verse.  Take it all in context.

The Third Temptation 
 Matthew 4:8-9 Finally, the devil took Jesus to a very high mountain. He showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. "If you bow down and worship me," he said, "I will give you all of this."

Ask: Can anyone here ever imagine Jesus bowing down to worship Satan?  (No)

At first, this may not even seem like a real temptation.  Even we wouldn’t be tempted to bow down and worship Satan.  

However, the real temptation for Jesus was this:  Satan knows that Jesus loves us all very much.  In fact, Jesus loved us enough to DIE for us –taking away the penalty for our sin.  Satan tried to use Jesus’ intense love for us as a trick.  He tried to make a deal with Jesus:  “If you worship me, then I will let you rule the world”.
 Ask:  Can you just imagine what our world would be like today if Jesus was the Ruler?  

Can you imagine how Jesus feels when He sees the misery, war, crime, poverty, abuse, torture in this world?  Satan was hoping that Jesus would be eager to bring it all back under His reign.

In God’s timing, this world will indeed be completely under God’s authority, but not yet.  If Jesus had bowed down to Satan, the world would be a better place to live, but the sin problem would not have been fixed.
PowerPoint:  
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Read from your Bible - Matthew 4:10  Jesus said to him, "Get away from me, Satan! It is written, 'Worship the Lord your God. He is the only One you should serve.' "—(Deuteronomy 6:13) 

Again, Jesus quoted scripture.  
Prop:  Show your Bible and the sword.  Say:  God’s Word is like a sword.  It cuts through the evil plans of the devil.
Say This:  James 4:7 says to RESIST the devil, and he will flee from you!

PowerPoint  Matthew 4:11 Then the devil left Jesus. Angels came and took care of him.

   

Say This:  Angels are God’s messengers.  They came to Jesus to minister to Him.  What a difference!  On one hand, Satan was tempting Jesus.  God cast him away, and angels came instead.

Main Point:  Jesus was tempted in every way that we are tempted, yet He did not ever sin.
PowerPoint:  


[image: image70.emf]Hebrews 4:15  

For we do not 

have a high priest who is 

unable to sympathize 

with our weaknesses, but 

we have One who has 

been tempted in every 

way, just as we are—yet 

was without sin. 


Hebrews 4:15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have One who has been tempted in every way, just as we are–yet was
Lesson # 15  Jesus Teaches Nicodemus John 3: 1-25
STRANGER  pp. 192-195
Main Point:  You must be born again.

Props: bronze serpent on a pole; a poisonous-looking snake; a baby (doll); red and blue play dough; spotlights or flashlights; Signs that read: You must be born again;  You must look up to God for salvation; God loved the world. Signs that read:  God shows love, God wants people to believe, Jesus is God

Create the setting Turn off all the lights; spotlight Nicodemus coming to Jesus at night.

Excellent Notes By: Bob Deffinbaugh , Th.M. were simplified for this lesson.

Nicodemus’ Night Interview with Jesus (3:1-2) 

[image: image71.emf]
 There was a Pharisee whose name was Nicodemus. Remind the children who the Pharisees were (a group of very religious, proper people) and how they behaved (they were righteous in their own eyes, but they did not love God). 

[image: image72.emf]
Nicodemus was very curious about Jesus, and he came to visit him ----- at night.

Ask:  Why do you think he came to see Jesus at night?  (Maybe so no one else would see him).

· By his own words, we can see that Nicodemus has a great respect for Jesus.

 He said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could do the miraculous signs that you do unless God were with him.”

 Nicodemus calls Jesus “Rabbi.” No doubt this is the same title many used to address him, for he was a teacher of the law as well.        He further refers to Jesus as “a teacher come from God.”

When Nicodemus speaks to Jesus, he does not say, “Rabbi, I know that You are a teacher who has come from God,” but rather “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God.” To whom is Nicodemus referring when he says “we”? It must be the Pharisees, his colleagues.

·  Why “we” then? Because Nicodemus is still a Pharisee, a member (and even a leader) of their organization. He thinks in terms of this system; he is thinking as a Pharisee. 

When Nicodemus says “we,” this should suggest to us that at this point in his life, Nicodemus is still 100% Pharisee. 

 But Jesus is much greater than Nicodemus ever imagined at this moment in time. Prop:  Show the sign that reads JESUS IS GOD.

[image: image73.emf]Jesus is

God!


  Jesus is God, and He shows the power of God in His teaching and working of signs. It will be some time yet before Nicodemus realizes the full truth of what he has just said. What he hears next catches him completely off guard.

You must be born again!   (John 3:3)  Prop:  Hold up a sign that reads You must be born again.

[image: image74.emf]You must be 

You must be 

born again!

born again!


These words stun Nicodemus.

· This one sentence sweeps away all that Nicodemus stood for, and demands that he be re-made by the power of God.  Nicodemus’ brand of Judaism did not know anything of re-birth.   The Pharisees thought one birth of the “right kind” was quite enough.  Imagine the shocked look on the face of Nicodemus when Jesus tells him that his natural birth (as a Jew) will not save him, and that he must be reborn from above.

· Jesus is clear: Unless Nicodemus is reborn from above, he will not see the kingdom of God.

 Here is a man who thinks he has reserved seats on the 50 yard line of heaven. Jesus tells him that he is not even going to get into heaven as he is. He first must be born again, from above. 

Nicodemus Takes Jesus Literally  (John 3:4)

Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? He cannot enter his mother’s womb and be born a second time, can he?” 

(Prop:  Show the baby doll)
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Say:  Nicodemus didn’t yet understand that Jesus was talking about a spiritual birth, not a physical birth.  Of course a person cannot re-enter his mother’s womb.

[image: image76.emf]
How Can These Things Be? (John 3:9)

He is so dumb-struck by what Jesus has told him that he cannot understand how Jesus’ words could be true. 

· Nicodemus is so much a part of the natural world that he cannot fathom the possibility of anything spiritual and supernatural. In theory, the Pharisees believed in the miraculous (see Acts 23:6-8), but in practice Nicodemus appears to be anti-supernatural. 

· Let’s face it, we do the same thing. We claim to believe God is in control, and that He is all-powerful, yet we often fail to live like it is true.

Teaching the Teacher of Israel about Spiritual Things (John 3:10-15)

· 10 Jesus answered, “Are you the teacher of Israel and yet you don’t understand these things? 

· Jesus’ words are a gentle rebuke: “Can you really be the teacher in Israel and not grasp these things?” Nicodemus is not only a Pharisee and a member of the Sanhedrin, he is “the teacher of Israel” (verse 10).. How could the most famous teacher of the Old Testament not know what Jesus is talking about? It seems incredible; indeed, it is. 

· How can Nicodemus, a teacher of the Old Testament law, not grasp those things the law teaches? The problem with mankind has always been with the heart (Genesis 8:21; Exodus 7:14; Deuteronomy 5:28-29; 8:14; Isaiah 29:13; Jeremiah 17:9), a problem which God alone can solve by giving men a new heart (Deuteronomy 30:6; Jeremiah 31:31-34). To be reborn by the Spirit of God makes one a new man (see 1 Samuel 10:6-13), and it is the Spirit who enables men to see such truths (see 1 Corinthians 2). 

· Jesus refers to a situation that happened in the Old Testament:

[image: image77.emf]
The story of the bronze serpent, recorded in Numbers 21, (Foreshadows the salvation which God will provide through the “Son of Man.”)

 The Israelites had been complaining against God, grumbling about the journey and their apparent lack of food and water.  They did not like the manna God gave them day after day. So God sent fiery serpents among them, and many of those who were bitten died. God provided a way of escape for this disobedient people, so that they might survive this judgment from God. 

Prop:  Show your “poisonous” snake
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God instructed Moses to make a bronze serpent and to set it on a pole, so that anyone who was bitten by one of the serpents could look up at the serpent and be healed.

Prop:  Show the bronze snake on the pole
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Say:   This is exactly what happened. All who were bitten and looked up were healed. This Old Testament provision for Israel’s healing is illustrative of the salvation God is about to accomplish through His only begotten Son, Jesus Christ. 

As the serpent was lifted up, and thus became a source of salvation, so the Son of Man must be “lifted up,” so that those who look up to Him in faith can be saved from God’s wrath as well.

 The snake-bitten Israelites were smitten of God for their sin. They deserved to die, and apart from His provision of the serpent, they would have.    Those who did not look up to the bronze serpent died. 

The act of merely looking up to the bronze serpent was an act of faith. So far as the people could see, there was no direct link between the snake bite they had received and the healing for which they hoped.

 But it was the means God provided for their salvation.

 It was the means God declared through Moses. It was the one way God said His people could be saved. 

Those who looked to the bronze serpent were saved from the death they deserved. 

· In verses 14 and 15, Jesus connects the serpent, which is lifted up on a pole, with His own death at Calvary, when He is lifted up on the cross.

 Nicodemus asks how a man can be reborn from above. Jesus first tells him by analogy (You must be born again); now He tells him more directly.

·  If anyone is to be saved from the penalty of their sins, they must “look up” to Him for salvation. Prop:  Show a sign that reads You must look up to God for salvation.

He, like the bronze serpent of old, will be “lifted up” on a cross, and He will later be “lifted up” in His resurrection and ascension. In so doing, He will be “lifted up” in another way—He will be exalted by God for His sacrificial obedience at Calvary. All those who “look up” to Him in faith, trusting in Him to remove the judgment for their sin, like the Israelites of old, will be saved.

The Love of God and the Coming and Cross of Christ (John 3:16-21)

Teacher:  Read the emboldened verses OUT LOUD :

16 For this is the way God loved the world: he gave his one and only Son that everyone who believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world should be saved through him. 18 The one who believes in him is not condemned. The one who does not believe has been condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the one and only Son of God. 19 Now this is the basis for judging: that the light has come into the world and people loved the darkness rather than the light, because their deeds were evil. 20 For everyone who does evil deeds hates the light and does not come to the light, so that their deeds will not be exposed. 21 But the one who practices the truth comes to the light, so that it may be plainly evident that his deeds have been done in God.

In verse 16, Nicodemus has yet another shock in store for him. 

· This verse declares that God’s love extends to the world, and that God has purposed to save Gentiles as well as Jews.

 This was literally beyond the comprehension of many Jews, including believing Jews. The Prophet Jonah, for example, could not conceive of the Ninevites (Gentiles) being saved, and thus he did everything in his power to see that this city would be destroyed.

· (More examples for the teacher’s private study)

·  John and his brother James wanted to call down fire from heaven and “torch” a Samaritan village (Luke 9:52-56). When Peter went to the home of Cornelius and preached the gospel to the Gentiles who had gathered there, the church leaders in Jerusalem called him to account for his going to the Gentiles with the gospel (Acts 11:1-3). After Peter convinced them that this was of God, and they confessed that God must be saving men from among the Gentiles, Jewish believers continued to go out, “speaking the message to no one but Jews” (Acts 11:19). When Paul addressed a hostile Jewish audience, they listened to him patiently—until he mentioned that God had called him to take the gospel to the Gentiles—and then they were enraged (Acts 22:1-24, note especially verses 21-22). For Jesus (or John) to say that God loved the world was revolutionary, shocking, and very distressing for a strict Jew. 

· Another lesson to be learned from John 3:16. The word “loved” is in the past tense.

· This verse does not say, “God loves (present tense) the world.” 

· God has manifested His love for the world in a particular way. He “loved” the world through His Son, Jesus Christ. He “loved” the world by sending His son into the world, so that He might be “lifted up” as a sin-bearer. 

· This brings us to a new element in John’s Gospel, introduced in verse 16, which surely must have caused Nicodemus and his colleagues a great deal of difficulty. That “new” element is the concept of hell, or eternal judgment, introduced by the term “perish.” 

· Jesus’ earlier reference to the bronze serpent raised this issue in a more subtle way. The people who were “saved” by looking up to the bronze serpent were those who were dying

·  They were “perishing” because God was judging them on account of their sin, and they knew it.

·  If they did not quickly look up to the serpent in faith, they would perish. Jesus first shocked Nicodemus by telling him that he would not even see the kingdom of God unless he was reborn from above. Jesus’ words in verses 14-21 are even more disturbing. Nicodemus is not only unable to see the kingdom of God in his present state, he is destined to perish. 

· Nicodemus must surely be in a state of shock by now. He is no longer even speaking. 

· The man who thinks he has arrived is told he isn’t even on his way to heaven; he is on his way to eternal torment. He is a condemned man. Spiritually speaking, Nicodemus is on death row.

· God’s purpose in sending Jesus into the world was not to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved. 

· Jesus came into the world as the expression of God’s love for the world. He came to save those sinners who believe in Him. Those who do not receive Jesus Christ as God’s only way of salvation (see also John 14:6) reject God’s love. The primary purpose of our Lord’s first coming was to implement the love of God toward lost sinners by providing a way of salvation, like the bronze serpent provided a means of healing for all who would look up and be saved. 

 So Whatever Happened to Nicodemus?

· He is first noticed as visiting Jesus by night (John 3:1-21)

·  He is next met with in the Sanhedrin (7:50-52), where he protested against the course they were taking in plotting against Christ. 

· Once more he is mentioned as taking part in the preparation for the anointing and burial of the body of Christ (John 19:39). There is no more mention of him in the Bible. There can be little doubt that he became a true disciple.

You must be born again!

You must look up to Jesus for salvation

God loved the world!

Lesson # 17 Jesus is the Bread of Life

STRANGER  pp. 199-201
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Main Point:  Jesus is the Bread of Life. We must recognize our complete dependence upon God for all that we have and are.
Props: Fresh baked bread; Frosted Flakes (cereal); (Props for the Review:  2 cups; coins; water) 


Review: (Taken from The Woman at the Well lesson)

· God put in us a need for Himself.

· It is like an “empty space”

Prop:  Show the kids an empty cup.

· Some people try to fill their cup with other things besides God.

Prop:  Start putting pennies into the cup trying to make as loud of a noise as possible.

· God WANTS to fill our cup with Himself.

· He does this when you trust and believe Him.

· The woman that Jesus met at the well was trying to fill up her cup with the love of men.

Prop:  Show the kids an empty cup.

Prop:  Start putting one penny at a time – put 5 pennies into the cup to represent her 5 previous husbands.  Add one more penny for the man she is living with now.

· The problem with trying to fill our cups with other things or people besides God is that it never works.  

· The empty space is still there.

· That’s why Jesus told the woman that HE was the LIVING WATER.

Prop:  Show an empty cup and fill it up – make it overflow – with water.

Jesus came so that you would have life – ABUNDANT life!

Only HE can fill your life to the point of overflowing.

And you know what happens when you’re overflowing?

You “spill out” onto everyone else.

When you are filled with the love and the life that Jesus gives you, everyone who “bumps into you” will be “splashed” by His love.

Illustration:  Ask for a leader volunteer.  Now that your cup is filled (overflowing) with water, hold it in your hand.  Ask the leader to bump into you.  The water from your filled cup will spill out or splash onto him/her.

Introduction 

Say This:  It may be hard for you to understand this lesson that Jesus teaches because you don’t know what it is like to be truly hungry.  The people who were listening to Jesus were often hungry.  Even baking a loaf of bread was an all-day process.  They grew their own wheat; ground it into flour; kneaded the dough; waited for it to rise; then baked it in an oven that was more like a fire within stones.

When Jesus fed such a large crowd, and they ate all that they wanted, it is natural to see why they wanted more bread.

· The next day some of the people who had eaten of the loaves and fish had found him.

· They really weren’t interested in what Jesus had to say.  

The people were so excited to follow Jesus because they saw His miracles.
· They wanted FREE FOOD!

· Jesus told them not to work for food that spoils, but instead work for food that endures to eternal life.

· The people asked Him, “What must we do?”

· Jesus answered:  BELIEVE

· The people asked to see another miracle before they would believe.

· *Remember, these are the same people who were there when he fed 0ver 5,000 people. What more of a miracle do they want to see than that?????

· They gave him the example of manna as a sign from God. 

Background Information: Do you remember how the children of Israel were fed while they wandered in the wilderness? [Listen for answers.] God fed them manna. The word manna meant "what is it?" because that's what they asked when they first saw it. 

Prop:  Frosted Flakes 

It was probably similar to these Frosted Flakes. [Show the cereal.] The Israelites would have to gather it every morning because it only lasted for a day.  This was a great sign of God's presence with them and how he provided for them.

· Jesus compared Himself to manna and said that He was the true bread from heaven. He tried to explain that anyone who believed on him as God's Son would never die.

·  He said they would never hunger or thirst. 

· Jesus is the Bread of Life. 

· If you come to Jesus and believe in Jesus as your Savior, you will live forever.
Now let me ask you a question: If I told you I had something you could eat, and you would live forever, would you want it? Yes, of course you would. When you eat something, you take it inside of you, your body digests it, and it becomes a part of you. When you believe and trust in Jesus completely, He comes to live inside you (Holy Spirit), and he becomes a part of you for the rest of your life. But that's the good part! Because God will live forever, so will you! We can be thankful that God has sent Jesus to us as the Bread of Life.

God shows love

God wants people to believe
Jesus is God

Read John 6:35-40
35Then Jesus declared, "I am the bread of life. He who comes to me will never go hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty. 36But as I told you, you have seen me and still you do not believe. 37All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never drive away. 38For I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of him who sent me. 39And this is the will of him who sent me that I shall lose none of all that he has given me, but raise them up at the last day. 40For my Father's will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day."

· Once the crowd realizes Jesus is referring to Himself, however, they become far less interested (6:41)! 

· Jesus continues to correct their thinking about Moses and the bread as he explains that this bread of God gives life to the world (v. 33).

·  God’s concern is not only for the Israelites in the wilderness, but also for the whole world (cf. 3:16). 

· And the need is not just for food and water, but for life itself.

·  The world, apart from God, is dead. 

· Our need is extreme and radical. 

· We need a new birth (cf. 3:3), for apart from Christ we have no real life and are under God's wrath (cf. 3:36).

The disciples said, “This is hard teaching.  Who can accept it?”

Jesus answered, “The words I have spoken to you are spirit and they are life.  Yet there are some of you who don’t believe.”

Some of the people who followed Jesus turned around and didn’t follow Him anymore.  Jesus turned to His disciples and asked them if they were going to leave too.

Peter answered, “Lord where would we go?  You have the words of eternal life.  We believe and know that You are the Holy One of God.”

God gives us the same choice today:  are you going to turn around and stop following Him?

Remember, less is more with God.  He does not NEED masses of people to follow Him.  He is looking for TRUE DISCIPLES who will follow Him at any cost…………………

Jesus as bread is a very rich image in which we can see connections with God's Word.                              We are not to "live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of the LORD" (Deut 8:3). Jesus later makes this point more explicit: "The words I have spoken to you are spirit and they are life" (6:63). 

· Jesus, the bread of life, promises, He who comes to me will never go hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty (v. 35). He expands the promise he made to the Samaritan woman (4:10, 13-14), vowing to satisfy not just thirst but hunger. He makes this promise not privately to an individual, but openly to a crowd.

 What is required of us is that we come to Him and believe. 

Lessons #18-19:  Jesus said, I AM the Way… (John 14:5)

STRANGER  pp. 206-208 

Main Point:  Jesus is the only WAY to heaven!

Props:  Clear glass of water; motor oil;  $1 bill; signs; a gift-wrapped box 
PowerPoint slides:  broad road/narrow road pictures; elephant picture; Jesus said, I AM the Way 

Review:  Jesus has not only prepared a place for you in heaven, but He is actually going to come for you.  He longs to be with you.  When He comes back for you, there will be a shout and a trumpet blast.  Everyone who has believed and trusted in Jesus as their Savior will meet Him in the air!  And all of this will happen faster than we can blink our eyes!  This will be the most glorious event ever!  But not for everyone.  There will be people LEFT BEHIND here on earth.  For them, it will be just the beginning of the WORST time ever! Tell the children that the people who are left at the time of the rapture will be very sad and confused.  This is why Jesus urges people to believe now.

Say: So let’s look John 14:4-5.  Jesus is telling His disciples that they know the way.  Thomas asked, How can we know the way? 

· Thomas wanted to know what would happen to them after they died.

· Thomas wanted to know how to get to the Father

Jesus’ Answer

Jesus answered in verse 6 by saying, "I am the way, the truth, and the life."
· We don't need to know how to physically get our bodies to heaven; Jesus is coming to get us. We are to trust Him. He is the way. When the right time comes, He will come and take us right to the Father's house.

Personal Illustration:  When I was 14 years old, my family moved from Pennsylvania to South Carolina.  Naturally, one of the first things we did there was try to find a house.  As we were driving around, we became lost.  My dad stopped at a gas station to ask for directions.  A very kind man there gave very good directions, but we were not at all familiar with the area. Suddenly, he jumped in his truck and told my dad to follow him.  Instead of just telling us how to get there, he would take us there himself.  

That's what Jesus is going to do. Instead of giving us directions, He will take us to the Father's house.  You don't have to worry about what will happen at death or the rapture. Jesus will come back for you.

How can Jesus be the only way to heaven?

God is holy.  We are sinful.  Our sin and God’s holiness cannot be mixed.

Illustration:  Oil and Water Demonstration

I have a fresh glass of clear water here; it reminds me of the purity and holiness of God. Now watch what happens if I mix some oil into the water. The oil represents our sin. No matter how much we try and mix them together, you will see them separate. Sin and holiness do not mix and will remain separate. The Bible tells us that God is Holy; in fact His eyes are too pure to look upon sin. It also tells us to be perfect as our Father in heaven is perfect. 


Every person is separated from God by their sin and in need of forgiveness. 

Romans 3:23 The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Say:  Wages are what we earn for something.  If you get an allowance, that is your wage.

Prop:  Show a $1 bill.  Ask a child to do something for you – like move a chair.  Then say, “Because you’ve moved the chair, you’ve earned a dollar!”  This dollar is your wage.

  Grown ups get wages for the work they do.  It’s called a paycheck.  Romans 3:23 says that the wages of sin is death.  This is what we deserve for our sin.  BUT – the rest of the verse is the good news!  The gift of God is eternal life through Jesus.

Prop:  A gift-wrapped box.  

Say:  A present is a gift.  There is nothing you do to “deserve” a gift.  The gift becomes yours when you receive it.   Jesus has offered you the gift of eternal life in heaven with Him.  He has offered this gift to EVERYONE in the entire world.  But only the people who RECEIVE it will have eternal life.

So now there is a choice:  Either you believe this is true and accept God’s gift of eternal life in heaven with Jesus, OR you believe that you can do something on your own.

When Jesus told His disciples that He is the Way, He meant it.  He is the only Way to heaven.  There is no other way.

Ask:  Who doesn’t want you to know this?  (Satan)

Ask:  What does Satan do?  (He lies, kills, and destroys)
Say:  Satan is your enemy.  He would love to trick you into thinking that there is another way.  Who will you trust?  Who will you believe?

 Say:  Sometimes people believe this lie:   "The Bible may be true for you, but it is not true for me." But simply believing something cannot make it true. We believe something because it is true, not to make it true.



Illustration:   People used to believe that the earth was flat, but that did not make it flat; it was still round. If people still believe that the earth is flat, does that make the earth flat?  (No)

Jesus' statement in John 14:6, "No one comes to the Father, but through Me," is the absolute truth. It applies to everyone, even if they do not believe it. 




Illustration:  (Prop:  power point slide of an elephant) Men who were blind from birth were gathered together in a room with an elephant. Each man was led to a different part of the elephant – one felt the head, one the legs, tail, ears, and trunk. Afterward they were asked, “What is an elephant”? They began arguing when one claimed it was a plowshare, or a tree trunk, a brush, etc. The conclusion is that they all saw one part of the greater whole.

 

Each one of these men was blind, and each one was wrong. Until God reveals Himself to us, we all wander around in the darkness looking in vain for truth. However, as long as we are blind, we remain in the darkness and what seems true is complete error.   The Bible says that Satan has blinded people’s eyes so they cannot see the truth.

God reveals Himself to us and we receive His truth and experience a relationship with our Creator. 


Say:  Another lie:   Some people say that it doesn't matter what you believe, as long as you are sincere.
A common belief today is that God will accept people no matter what they believe, as long as they are sincere. Sincerity, however, cannot determine whether something is true. It is possible to be sincerely wrong, because faith is only as good as its object. 




Illustration:  Several years ago a nurse in a large hospital changed an oxygen tank for one of her patients. She sincerely believed that there was oxygen in that tank, but the next nurse to check on the patient found him dead. The tank had been wrongly labeled at the warehouse and contained nitrogen, not oxygen. This nurse was sincere and had a lot of faith in that tank, but the nitrogen still had terrible consequences for her patient.

Jesus told a story about a broad road and a narrow road.  He told this story to show the people that He is the ONLY WAY to heaven.

PowerPoint:  Show the wide gate with lots of people.
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PowerPoint:  Show the narrow gate
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"Enter God's kingdom through the narrow gate. The gate is large and the road is wide that leads to death and hell. Many people go that way. But the gate is small and the road is narrow that lead to life. Only a few people find it. Matthew 7:13-14

Say:  All roads go somewhere.  The Bible says that the wide road leads to death and destruction.  The narrow road leads to life.  If you want to have eternal life, then you must go GOD’S WAY:  Jesus is the only Way to heaven!

Say: The Bible is true.  Everything Jesus said is true.  Whether you believe it or not, it is true. 

Say:   When Jesus told His disciples that He is the Way, He meant it.  He is the only Way to heaven.  There is no other way.  Jesus is the only way to heaven!

Lessons# 18-19:  Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.                                         No one comes to the Father except through Me.”  John 14:6
STRANGER pp. 206-208
Main Point:  Jesus is the TRUTH

Power point:  page 2 of this lesson (questions and truths) (from www.childrensbiblestudy.com) 

Props:  a chain

Review Jesus is the Way  Instead of giving us directions, Jesus will take you to the Father's house. Don't worry about what will happen at death or the rapture. Jesus will come back for you.  If you trust and believe in Him, He will take you to heaven. 

Illustration
The following account comes to us from E. Stanley Jones. He told of a missionary who lost his way in an African jungle. He could find no landmarks and the trail vanished. Eventually, stumbling on a small hut, he asked the native living there if he could lead him out.

The native nodded. Rising to his feet, he walked directly into the bush. The missionary followed on his heels. For more than an hour they hacked their way through a dense wall of vines and grasses. The missionary became worried: “Are you sure this is the way? I don’t see any path.”

The African chuckled and said over his shoulder, “Bwana, in this place there is no path. I am the path.”

Today in the Word, May, 1996, p. 24

This is the same kind of trust that Jesus wants from us – total and complete dependence.  

· Jesus Christ is the way to God

· He is the only way

· No one comes to the Father except through Me

· There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among men by which we must be saved.
Expose Satan’s Lies:  Doing good, being good enough …Jesus wants you to know that He is the Truth and the only Way.  Let’s take a look at some questions to explore truth:

JESUS IS THE TRUTH

Introduce the concept of truth by putting the following questions/truths on power point: If possible, show one question then absolute truth at a time. (questions and truths from www.childrensbiblestudy.com)

	Can I breathe water?
Absolute truth-Human lungs are not designed to breathe water.

	Can I throw a baseball in the air and expect it not to come down?
Absolute truth- the law of gravity

	Can I use red paint and get a blue wall?
Absolute truth- Blue and red are both primary colors.

	Can a buffalo write a symphony?
Absolute truth- Music does not just happen, it is designed.

	Can I see a bright light in a dark room?
Absolute truth- Bright light and darkness cannot exist in the same space.

	And on and on we can go!

	


	Who decides what is right when my moral code conflicts with another person’s moral code?
Without a standard there is no law! Without law, all that is left is chaos.


	If there is no moral standard, why do we have guilt and shame?

	If there are no absolute truths, why do we have laws, courts, judges and juries?

	If there is no absolute truth, can there be any crime?

	 What is the reasonable Standard?

	 There must be an absolute standard that comes from outside of ourselves.
Do I want my friends to decide?
Who will do it? My opinion is just as good as
another person’s opinion!

Do I want the religious leaders of the world to decide?
There are hundreds of different religions.

Do I want the governments of the world to decide.
Some governments are good...some are bad.
How about God?
Hmmmmm!


	

	    Is the Bible the word of God?
Bible writers say it is!
"All scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work."
II Timothy 3:16,17

The absolute truth is:
Because Bible writers claim truth, if we can find one place where the Bible is not true, we cannot trust anything the Bible says.
Forty writers, over a period of at least 15 centuries wrote
66 books...with no contradictions.
The absolute truth is:
The Bible is the only reliable historical record of the
actual words of Jesus!
Other books talk about Jesus.
The absolute truth is:
The Bible is the most influential, well documented book in the history of the world.

The absolute truth is:
Jesus is known as a great prophet in every major religion in the world.
The Bible says Jesus is not just a prophet, He is
the Son of God.
Copyright © 2000, Charles Valentine 


Say:  Just as we know and understand these things to be true, we can know and understand Jesus to be True.

John 17:17  Your Word is true.

JESUS IS THE TRUTH

· Jesus is the personification of Truth – the Person of Truth.  This is Who He is:  TRUTH

· The word “truth” is used 22 times in the book of John

· Only Jesus could say, "I am the Truth."  Truth is a part of God’s nature.

· God cannot lie because He is TRUTH and there is no evil in Him!

· It is impossible for God to lie.

Titus 1:2 a faith and knowledge resting on the hope of eternal life, which God, who does not lie, promised before the beginning of time,   Hebrews 6:18 God did this so that, by two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have fled to take hold of the hope offered to us may be greatly encouraged.

Why do we lie?

· Truth is not a natural part of our nature.  

We are easily deceived. Look at Adam and Eve.  God gave them ONE RULE (“Don’t eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  If you do, you will surely die.”)   The serpent came along and tricked them by placing doubt in what God said.  “Did God really say not to eat of this tree?  The only reason God doesn’t want you to eat from it is because He knows that when you do, you will become like Him.  You will NOT die”.

This was a lie, and Adam and Eve believed it.  Ever since then, everyone born has a sinful nature.  A sinful, lie-filled nature.  Just as Adam and Eve believed Satan’s lie, so often WE believe his lies too!

Humanity was deceived by evil.  Lying is a part of our nature.

The sad thing is that once you start to believe lies, you become a liar yourself.  Then one lie leads to another lie.  It’s very important to remember that Jesus is TRUTH!

· Satan is the father of lies.  John 8:44 He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies.

· One of his biggest lies is to make us think that he is everywhere at once.  He is not.  Only GOD can be everywhere at once.  

· Another lie is to make us think that there is more than ONE WAY to eternal life in heaven.

· He even lies to us about choices we make here on earth.  That is why so many people have lives that are a wreck.  They are believing Satan’s lies.

· Prop:  Show a chain.  Lies are like a chain that enslaves.  

Truth vs. Lies – Light vs. Darkness

Light exposes darkness.  When your parents tell you to clean your room, do you wait until night time when it’s dark to clean?  Of course not.  You cannot see well in the dark.  To get rid of the dirt and clutter, you must be able to see clearly.

Truth exposes lies.
This is why Jesus is saying He is the Truth.  The only way to “get rid of the sin and clutter” from your life is to allow the light from God’s truth to show you areas where you need God’s truth instead of Satan’s lies.

Ask:  Why do you think people put porch lights on at night?  So that they can see anyone who comes to their door.  When you have Jesus, the Light of the World and the TRUTH, in your life, you can clearly see who is “coming to your door”.   Ask:  Who in your life is speaking truth?    Who in your life points you to the Bible?  Who is tricking you with lies?

The belt of TRUTH

13Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. 14Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, 15and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. 16In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.
In Ephesians 6, the Bible tells us to put on the whole armor of God *so that we can stand against the attacks of the devil.

Say:  Jesus the the ________ (truth).  Satan is the father of  _______(lies)

One of the pieces of armor that we’re to put on is the BELT OF TRUTH. Jesus is the truth, and His Word is always true.

Truth sets you free! John 8:32 Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”

Prop:  Show the chain around your wrists, and then drop the chain. 

Say:  When you trust and believe Jesus and His Word that is always true, the chains of lies and sin will fall from you.

Jesus is the Truth!

Lessons# 18-19 Continued:  Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.                                         No one comes to the Father except through Me.”  John 14:6

Main Point:  Jesus is the LIFE

Props:   a rat; perfume; 2 - clear glasses, water; motor oil;  picture of a stinging bee

Review:  Jesus said that He is the WAY.  He is the only way to heaven.  There is no other way.  We know that we are born sinners and on the broad road to destruction.  All roads lead somewhere.  That broad road leads to eternal death.  

Jesus said He is the TRUTH.  Truth is true whether people believe it or not.  The truth is, there is a law called gravity.  If I throw a ball up into the air, it will come down – every time.  I can think anything I want to think about the law of gravity, but it does not change. 

 The truth is, there was a very big flood thousands of years ago that covered the entire earth.  For 120 years, a godly man named Noah preached to the people and warned them that it was going to rain.  He told the people that they needed to believe God and get in the ark.  Instead of believing God, they did not obey; they all drowned.

Jesus said that He is coming back to take His believers home with Him to heaven where they will live forever.  This message has been taught over and over.  But there will be people  - just like in Noah’s day – who will not believe.  The truth is, Jesus is coming back, and we need to be ready.  Remember, He will come back faster than you can blink your eyes.   Jesus wants everyone to believe. Jesus has come to give us the gift of eternal LIFE.  That’s why we will learn today that….

JESUS IS THE LIFE  
Introduction:  All throughout the Bible we see that GOD SHOWS LOVE.  JESUS WANTS US TO BELIEVE.  We have learned that Jesus is the Bread of LIFE; Jesus is the LIVING water; Jesus is the resurrection and the LIFE.  Jesus healed the sick, cast out demons, and raised people from the dead.  Jesus is LIFE!
The Bible is often referred to as God’s love letter to us.  He continually shows His love even to people who reject Him.  It’s easy to show love to people who love you in return.  Only Jesus’ love can show love to those who are hateful and mean.  Jesus is all about LIFE and LOVE.  What does He ask us to do? (Believe Him /  Trust Him!)  Jesus gave His life for us.  We can’t give our life for Him, because without Him, we don’t have a life:

Our Problem :  Without Jesus, we are dead in our sin: Ephesians 2:1-3   
   1You were living in your sins and lawless ways. But in fact you were dead. 2You used to live as sinners when you followed the ways of this world. You served the one who rules over the spiritual forces of evil. He is the spirit who is now at work in those who don't obey God.     3At one time we all lived among them. We tried to satisfy what our sinful nature wanted to do. We followed its longings and thoughts. God was angry with us and everyone else because of the kind of people we were. 

· Object Lesson:  (Demonstrate while you are talking)  Say:  Last week, I had a clear glass of water which represented God’s holiness.  I poured in some dark motor oil to represent our sin.   Ask:  What happened to the oil and the water?  (They did not mix).  Ask:  What does that tell you about God’s holiness and our sinfulness?  (They can’t mix).  

· Say:  Because God is holy and perfect, He cannot tolerate our sin.  Prop:  Show a rat.   Think of it this way:  Imagine that there was a dead rat under your house.  Over time, that dead rat began to rot, and the smell became unbearable.  Ask:  What would you want to do to the dead rat?  (Get rid of it!). Prop:  Show a bottle of perfume. Would you want to find the dead rat and spray it with perfume? (no)  Would you want to put a cover over the rat?  (no)  What is the only way to get rid of the awful smell of the dead rat?  (get rid of it completely).

· Say:  Our sin is just like this rat.  Just as we don’t want to be anywhere near a dead, rotting rat, so God’s holiness cannot be near sin.  That’s why God sent Jesus to die to take away our sin.  Just as you would get rid of the rat completely, so Jesus has gotten rid of your sin completely.  He has paid for the sin of the whole world.  It is a FREE GIFT.  But when does this free gift of eternal life become yours?  When you receive it.  

· Say:  When Jesus died on the cross and shed His blood, He didn’t just cover your sin or make it look better, He got rid of it completely!  The “dead rat” of sin is GONE; Jesus brings new life!

Say:  "What would we do without Jesus?" We would die. We already are dying.  From the minute we are born, we begin the “countdown” ‘til our death.  There are many things we can do to keep our bodies healthy and strong, but there’s nothing we can do to avoid death. We need life!  Jesus is the LIFE!
· We yearn for life.  We don’t just want to exist, we want real life.  That’s because…

· We weren’t created for sin and death.
We were created for life.  God has placed eternity in our hearts. 
 We long for eternity because that’s how we were created.  There is a longing in us all to live forever.  When I go to a funeral, and see how sad everyone is, I am reminded that we were not meant to die.  Jesus brings life; sin brings death.  The Bible says that death is like a “sting”.  

Prop:  Show a bee (or a picture of a bee)

 Ask:  Have you ever been stung by a bee?  Can you remember that stinging feeling?  That’s how death is described.  It’s like a “sting” to our souls.  It’s an ache that hurts for a really long time.


Our Solution :  Jesus can make us alive!

Jesus gives us His life (John 10:10b). 10The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.

Do you want the abundant Life that overflows with life?  Prop:  Pour water – overflowing – into a cup.  Remind them that Jesus wants our lives to overflow with His life and His love.

John 14:6 says that Jesus is the only WAY – He is the only WAY to this eternal LIFE!

Say:  Did you know that there is a very special book in heaven called the BOOK OF LIFE? In this book is the name of every person who has trusted in Jesus as their Savior.

1. Revelation 20:15
If anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire. 
 
2. Revelation 21:27
Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb's book of life.

There is only one way – Jesus is the only way to heaven; He is the only Truth that can set you free; He is the LIFE.  His book is called the Book of LIFE.

All He asks of you: Acts 16:31 ...Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved.

God’s gift is eternal LIFE in heaven.    Jesus is the LIFE!

Lesson# 20 Jesus Raises Lazarus from the Dead
John 11:1-45 STRANGER  pp. 208-211
Main Point:  Jesus brings life to things that are dead.   Jesus is the Resurrection and the Life!*
Props:  sign (God shows love, God wants us to believe, Jesus is God); pitcher of water, loaf of bread, large working flashlight, shepherd’s staff; HOT water; clear glass or mug; tea bag
Say This: Before Jesus was born, the prophet Isaiah declared that His name would be called Emmanuel which means GOD WITH US.

God IS with us – He is with you – even in times when you don’t feel that He’s there.

Today, we’re going to talk about a story in the Bible.  Before we begin, it’s important that you know that while Jesus was on earth, He made several I AM statements.

The name I AM is a very unique name.  When God says, I AM, He is saying that He is the self-existent One.  No one created Him – He has always been, and He will always be.

This is hard for us to understand, but God’s ways are so much bigger than our ways!

Jesus also declared other I AM statements:

Living Water – a pitcher of water


[image: image86.emf]Living Water


Bread of Life – a loaf of bread


[image: image87.emf]Bread of Life


Light of the World –large, working flashlight
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Good Shepherd – shepherd’s staff


[image: image89.emf]Good Shepherd


Keep the children holding props up in front of the room while you review this next point.

Say This:  All the time we’ve been studying JOHN together, we have seen 3 themes that happen in every story.  As we look at these I AMs of Christ, let’s go through these together again:

God shows love

For each I AM represented with a prop, ask HOW did Jesus show love

God wants people to believe

For each I AM represented with a prop, ask WHY did Jesus want them to believe?

Jesus is God

For each I AM represented with a prop, ask WHY is it important for people to know that Jesus is God?  
Say This: TODAY we’re going to learn another I AM that Jesus taught the people.  Perhaps this is the greatest I AM of all!

Jesus has friends John 11:1-4
There was a family that was very dear to Jesus.
Mary, Martha, and Lazarus were family, and they all lived together.  Jesus liked being with them very much.  It was a comfortable place for Jesus.

Ask :  Do you have a family besides your own that you like to be with very much?

(Teacher:  Tell about a family that you like to be with).

 Say This:  This family provided their home for Jesus and His disciples.  Jesus didn’t live here, but whenever He was in town, this is where He’d stay.  It was a place where Jesus and His disciples could slip off their sandals and relax.

Mary and Martha were sisters, and their brother, Lazarus, was very sick. 
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 You know that one sick person in a household can affect everyone else.  Mary and Martha loved their brother very much and wanted him to get better.  

Mary and Martha knew Jesus could make Lazarus better. So they sent word to Jesus asking Him to come and heal their brother. 

This is a very important lesson for us to learn:   when we need help, call on Jesus.
When Lazarus was sick, they knew who to call on.  They called on the Lord Jesus.
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In the same way, prayer has to be very important for us as well.  When we are worried by what is happening in our life, we must tell Jesus.  When things are so bad that we are brought to our knees, we are in a perfect position to pray to Jesus.

(Note to teacher:  Remind the children that they can pray to God in any position at any time.  Kneeling to pray shows our dependence on God as we bow before Him).

When word reached Jesus that Lazarus is sick, He told His followers that Lazarus was asleep, but He is going to wake him up.
The disciples, of course, didn’t get this.
They think that if Lazarus was just sleeping, why go?
Someone else can wake him up.
But Jesus was using the metaphor of sleep to show that something bigger is going on.

Lazarus was not just asleep; Lazarus had died.
Jesus was going to show His disciples that death was not the ultimate power.
Something great was going to happen here, and Jesus knew that His disciples’ faith was going to be strengthened.  
Though the disciples already believed, their belief was not yet strong enough to withstand what is coming.
Their faith needed to grow stronger.

Ask:  Can you think of times in your own life when your faith grew stronger?
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Illustration:  HOT water; clear glass or mug; tea bag

Place the tea bag into the clear glass.  Take a “sip”.  Can you drink tea just from a tea bag?  (No). What’s missing?  (water) Pour the hot water over the tea bag.

Say:  The longer the tea bag sits in the hot water, the stronger tasting the tea will become.  Sometimes when troubles come our way, it feels like someone is pouring hot water on us.  No one in this room likes bad things to come into their life.  BUT, with each moment that you are “in hot water”, Jesus can strengthen you and make your faith stronger.
Even though Jesus loved Mary, Martha, and Lazarus, He did not go see them right away. 

*It is hard to wait on the Lord when the need feels so urgent!

·  After several days, He went to see them, but Lazarus had died by then.

· John 11:17-27 Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles off, and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them concerning their brother. So when Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, but Mary remained seated in the house. Martha said to Jesus, "Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. But even now I know that whatever you ask from God, God will give you." Jesus said to her, "Your brother will rise again." Martha said to him, "I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day." Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he dies, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?" She said to him, "Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the world." 

· Lazarus was already dead.

· It is now the fourth day since he died. The body was decaying and there was truly no hope.

· Mary and Martha were very sad. They could not understand why Lazarus died. They could not understand why Jesus did not come to make him better right away.
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“If Jesus had only been here…”
Surely Mary and Martha uttered these words over and over.  So when Jesus arrived and Martha met Him at the edge of town, Martha could not but help to say what was on her mind. 
“If you had only been here…”
Martha may have said these words because she may have still had a small hope that something could be done.

God does not make bad things happen, such as when people get sick or die. But God does allow bad things to happen (He doesn't do anything to stop them) in order to show people how good He is. 

Jesus was sad that Lazarus died too. He cried with Mary and Martha. It's okay to cry when you are sad; Jesus did. God created us with many different feelings. God cares about how we feel.  He wants us to talk to Him about how we feel.

· We weren’t created for sin and death. (Remember Adam and Eve?)
We were created for life.  God has placed eternity in our hearts.

· Jesus had a plan. That is why He did not make Lazarus better when Mary and Martha asked Him to.

Jesus knew that Lazarus' sickness and death was part of God's plan. It's okay not to know the future or God’s plan:  God knows it, and we can trust in Him.

Jesus told Mary and Martha that He would bring Lazarus back to life, even though Lazarus had died and been buried behind a big rock.
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"I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he dies, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?"

When Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life,” He is telling the people that He is God. Prop:  Show the sign that reads JESUS IS GOD.

Jesus was telling them that God’s power was at work.
Yes, there will be a resurrection in the future, but there was also going to be a resurrection now.
Resurrection was more than a concept or an event. It was a person.
Jesus was about to show His power:  Jesus had power over death.
Jesus told people to move the big rock where Lazarus had been buried.

[image: image95]
· The Bible says that the people were surprised by His request and didn’t really want to move the rock because by this point, Lazarus’s body would have started to decay and stink. 
· Death stinks!
· Teacher:  Talk about the Tsunami in Southeast Asia (12/26/04) that killed over 100,000 people.  One of the biggest problems faced after the Tsunami was the rotting bodies.  The smell and decay was awful.
·  When the rock was moved, Jesus thanked God. Then He said, "Lazarus, come out!"

John 11:41-44 So they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, "Father, I thank you that you have heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I said this on account of the people standing around, that they may believe that you sent me." When he had said these things, he cried out with a loud voice, "Lazarus, come out." The man who had died came out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, "Unbind him, and let him go." 

Lazarus came out and was alive again! Everyone was very happy. Many people believed Jesus was the Son of God because of how He made Lazarus alive again.  

The funeral had become a party.  WOW!  When we read the gospels, every time Jesus is at a funeral, He breaks it up.  He has a knack of turning disaster into deliverance.
 He turns a mess into a miracle!  And we learn, then, that there is no crisis too big for God.
Jesus wanted the people to know that God is powerful and He can do anything. 

Ask:   Is anything you would like to ask God to do?  Jesus cared about Mary, Martha, and Lazarus. He cares about you too!
Lesson 21 the Last Supper

Main Point:  Jesus wants us to remember Him. 
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Props:  a bottle of perfume; palm branches; a coat   A family photo album; bread/cracker; grape juice

Atmosphere:  Set up a low table in the front of the room.  Use many candles, and teach this with low lighting to get the effect of night time.

Review & Tie it all together: Last week we learned that Jesus is the Resurrection and the Life. What wonderful miracle did Jesus do?  (He raised Lazarus from the dead). 
PowerPoint:
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Say: This was HUGE!  People everywhere heard that a dead man came back to life, and MANY people put their trust and belief in Jesus.  This made the Pharisees very jealous, and they looked for a way to get rid of Jesus once and for all!

It’s interesting see the opposite reactions that people had to Jesus: the Pharisees hated Jesus, while His disciples and followers loved Him more and more! 

(John 12:1-8 summarized)  Mary truly loved Jesus.  When Jesus came to Bethany, there was a dinner held in His honor.  Mary took a pint of very expensive perfume.  She poured it on Jesus’ feet and wiped His feet with her hair.  The entire house was filled with the wonderful smell of her perfume.  One of the disciples, Judas (who would later betray Jesus), objected.  He said, “Why wasn’t this perfume sold and the money given to the poor?”  He did not say this because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief and wanted to keep the money for himself.  Jesus replied, “Leave her alone.  You will always have poor people with you, but you will not always have Me here with you.”
PowerPoint:  
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Say This:  Jesus was ready to announce that He indeed was the Messiah.  The people shouted praises to God while spreading palm branches and coats to acknowledge Him as King.  (We celebrate this day on Palm Sunday.)

Read John 12:12-19 

 
12The next day the large crowd that had come for the Feast heard that Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem. 13 So they took branches from palm trees and went out to meet him. They shouted, 
   "Hosanna!” 
   "Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!" —(Psalm 118:25,26) 
   "Blessed is the King of Israel!" 

 14 Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it. This is just as it is written in Scripture. It says, 

 15 "City of Zion, do not be afraid. 
      See, your king is coming. 
      He is sitting on a donkey's colt." —(Zechariah 9:9) 

 16 At first, Jesus' disciples did not understand all this. They realized it only after he had received glory. Then they realized that these things had been written about him. They realized that the people had done these things to him. 

 17 A crowd had been with Jesus when he called Lazarus from the tomb and raised him from the dead. So they continued to tell everyone about what had happened. 18 Many people went out to meet him. They had heard that he had done this miraculous sign. 

 19 So the Pharisees said to one another, "This isn't getting us anywhere. Look how the whole world is following Him!" 

Say This:  The Pharisees were a group of very religious people.  They did good things to be seen by people, but on the inside, they were very wicked.  When the Pharisees heard the people shouting praises to Jesus, they became very jealous, and they looked for a way to get rid of Jesus once and for all!  Jesus told them that if the people didn’t praise Him, even the rocks would cry out (Luke 19:40).  (This was a direct fulfillment to the prophecy in Zechariah 9:9).
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Say This:  It’s interesting see the opposite reactions that people had to Jesus: the Pharisees hated Jesus, while His disciples and followers loved Him more and more! 
The Last Supper

Say This:  Jesus knew that His time on earth was coming to an end.  He wanted to have a special dinner with His disciples so that they would remember Him when He was gone.  The dinner they had is often called THE LAST SUPPER.
Say This:  I brought one of my family photo albums.  I love to look through my photo albums and remember all of the things that my family has done together – all the special times we’ve shared.  

Say This: Jesus left us a “picture” to remember Him by.  It isn't a picture in an album that we can look at and remember what Jesus looked like, but it is a picture to help us remember what Jesus did for us. 

 We call it "The Lord's Supper." (Communion)  
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Say This:  Just before Jesus was crucified, He called his disciples together for a meal. Jesus knew that His time to die for the sins of the world was getting close.  He had a special dinner with His disciples.  They gathered in an upper room. We call it the LAST SUPPER.

Scripture:  1 Corinthians 11:23-25    On the night the Lord Jesus was handed over to his enemies, He took bread. When He had given thanks, He broke it. He said, "This is my body. It is given for you. Every time you eat it, do it in memory of Me." In the same way, after supper He took the cup. He said, "This cup is the new covenant in My blood. Every time you drink it, do it in memory of Me." 
Say This:  Jesus took a piece of bread, and He told the disciples that the bread was to remind them of His body that would be given up for them. 

Prop:  Show a piece of Matza Bread, and explain the following symbolism:
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Stripes:  By His stripes we are healed.  Jesus was beaten, and the whippings made STRIPES on His back.

Holes:  He was pierced for our transgressions (sins).  Nails were forced into His hands and feet.

No yeast:  Yeast is a symbol of sin; there is no yeast in the bread that represents the body of Christ because there was no sin in Jesus Christ.

Break the Bread:  Though none of Jesus’ bones were broken, His body was broken for us.

Prop:  Show a small cup of purple/red grape juice
PowerPoint:  
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The grape juice is not blood, but it is a reminder of Jesus’ blood that takes away our sin.

· Then He took some grape juice and told them that this was to be a reminder of His blood that would be shed for them on the cross. 

·  He told them that whenever they ate the bread and drank the grape juice, it was to remind them of what he had done for them.  

We still eat the bread and drink the grape juice today, and when we do, we do it to help us remember what Jesus has done for us.

Jesus wants us to remember Him!

Questions to Answer:

 Are we going to take Communion today?  (No, this is something that you will need to discuss with your parents).

Who can take Communion?  (Only true believers of Jesus Christ.)

That bread and grape juice look good.  I’m hungry!  (Remember that the purpose of taking Communion is to remember Jesus.  Later on in the Bible, we read about a group of people who took Communion because they were hungry.  They ate until they were stuffed.  The Bible tells us that judgment came upon them:  some became very sick, and others even died!)

 Attitude while taking Communion:  This is a very serious thing to remember Jesus’ death.  One should not be flippant or silly.  The Bible tells us that we should take Communion in a worthy manner.  Not that we’re perfect, but that we remember what Jesus did for us.

Lesson #22  Garden of Gethsemane
STRANGER pp. 214-216
Matt. 26:47-56; Mark 14:43-52; Luke 22:47-53; John 18:2-12

Main Point:  Prayer can help us through hard times.

Key Verse:  Luke 22:46b “Get up and pray, so that you will not give in to temptation.”
Review and tying it all together:  From the Bible, we’ve learned that Jesus had a special dinner with His disciples.  We call it the “Last Supper”. 
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Say This:   During this communion meal, Jesus taught His disciples to remember Him.  As Jesus washed their feet, He taught them to serve each other.  
PowerPoint:  
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Say This:   He taught them that He was the only WAY to heaven; He was the TRUTH that would set them free, and He was their LIFE!

Jesus also told His disciples that not all who followed Him were *true* believers.  When Jesus announced that one of the 12 would betray Him, the disciples were shocked.  However, Judas knew that it was him, even though the other disciples had no idea.  They all began to make great claims to follow Jesus no matter what.  But Jesus knew their hearts – and their weaknesses.  Jesus told Peter that he would deny Him 3 times before the rooster crowed the next morning. This made all of the disciples very sad.  If Peter could deny Jesus, what would they be capable of? 

Garden of Gethsemane

Say This:  After the dinner, Jesus went to the Garden of Gethsemane to pray. 
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Say This:   Jesus prayed to strengthen Himself.  While He was praying, He asked His disciples to pray with Him.  The disciples kept falling asleep.

It’s not that the disciples’ prayers would have “saved” Jesus from His death.  Jesus wasn’t asking them to fight for Him or even to protect Him.  He simply asked them to PRAY for Him and with Him.  It is in the Garden of Gethsemane that we can begin to see the agony that sin brings. Jesus knew what He was about to suffer on the cross.  He prayed so earnestly that the Bible says that He sweat drops of blood!  All He wanted His disciples to do was PRAY.  Instead, they slept.  Three times Jesus asks them to pray; three times, He finds them asleep.  Though they just vowed their allegiance to Him, they could not even pray.  Jesus suffered alone. 
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 However, it is interesting to note that God sent an angel to minister to Him.

Application:  There are times when we look at others and all the hardship they’re going through.  It is our human nature to want to “fix” things for other people.  Certainly, we should do what we can to help.  But there are some things that cannot be “fixed”.  That is when we must pray for and pray with people.

Prayer is hard work.  Ask:  Have you ever tried to pray for an hour?  At first, we may be critical of the disciples for not staying awake enough to pray for Jesus.  But remember, it was night time, they had just had dinner; Jesus had already taught them a lot.  They were exhausted and overwhelmed.

There is power in prayer.  Though prayer did not deliver Jesus from the intense suffering, God did deliver Him through it.  Many times we pray that God will get us OUT of troubles/hard times instead of praying that God will get us THROUGH these difficult times.  “Sometimes God calms the storm, and sometimes He calms the child in the midst of the storm”.
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Jesus Arrested (Matthew 26:47-51)
 While Jesus was still speaking, Judas arrived. He was one of the Twelve. A large crowd was with him. They were carrying swords and clubs. The chief priests and the elders of the people had sent them. 
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Judas, who was going to hand Jesus over, had arranged a signal with them. "The one I kiss is the Man," he said. "Arrest Him." 

So Judas went to Jesus at once. He said, "Greetings, Rabbi!" And he kissed Him. 

 Jesus replied, "Friend, do what you came to do." 

   Then the men stepped forward. They grabbed Jesus and arrested him. At that moment, one of Jesus' companions reached for his sword. He pulled it out and struck the servant of the high priest with it. He cut off the servant's ear. 
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Prop:  Show a FAKE sword

Read Matthew 26:52-56 "Put your sword back in its place," Jesus said to him. "All who use the sword will die by the sword. Do you think I can't ask my Father for help? He would send an army of more than 70,000 angels right away. But then how would the Scriptures come true? They say it must happen in this way." 

At that time, Jesus spoke to the crowd. "Am I leading a band of armed men against you?" he asked. "Do you have to come out with swords and clubs to capture me? Every day I sat in the temple courtyard teaching. And you didn't arrest Me. But all this has happened so that the words of the prophets would come true." 

   Then all the disciples left him and ran away. 

Say: This is exactly what Jesus told them would happen.  That is why prayer is so important.  Prayer gives us the strength we need when we’re in the middle difficult times.  Prayer opens the door to receive help from God.

Main Point:  Prayer can help us through hard times.

Optional:  Show this clip from the Gospel of John DVD.

Lessons #23-24 Jesus’ Arrest, Trial, Crucifixion
STRANGER pp. 219-234
Main Point:  Jesus loves us and died to take away our sin.

Props:  a basin with some soap & water; a small towel; purple robe, crown of thorns, a staff, a sponge soaked in vinegar; a thick piece of material (to show how the curtain in the temple was torn)
Note to Teacher:  Here is a brief chronology of Holy Week: According to Harold W. Hoehner, "Chronology," Dictionary of Jesus and the Gospels (InterVarsity Press, 1992, pp. 120.

	Saturday
	Arrived at Bethany
	John 12:1

	Sunday
	Crowd came to see Jesus
	John 12:9-11

	Monday
	Triumphal Entry
	Matthew 21:1-9; Mark 11:1-10; Luke 19:28-44

	Tuesday
	Cursed Fig Tree
	Matthew 21:18-19; Mark 11:12-14

	
	Cleansed Temple
	Matthew 21:12-13; Mark 11:15-17; Luke 19:45-46

	Wednesday
	Fig Tree Withered
	Matthew 21:20-22; Mark 11:20-26

	
	Temple Controversy
	Matthew 21:23-23:39; Mark 11:27-12:44; Luke 20:1-21:4

	
	Olivet Discourse
	Matthew 24:1-25:46; Mark 13:1-37; Luke 21:5-36

	Thursday
	Last Supper
	Matthew 26:20-30; Mark 14:17-26; Luke 22:14-30

	
	Betrayed and Arrested
	Matthew 26:47-56; Mark 14:43-52; Luke 22:47-53; John 18:2-12

	
	Tried by Annas and Caiaphas
	Matthew 26:57-75; Mark 14:53-72; Luke 22:54-65: John 18:13-27

	Friday
	Tried by Sanhedrin
	Matthew 27:1; Mark 15:1; Luke 22:66

	
	Tried by Pilate, Herod
	Matthew 27:2-30; Mark 15:2-19; Luke 23:1-25; John 18:28-19:16

	
	Crucified and Buried
	Matthew 27:31-60; Mark 15:20-46; Luke 23:26-54; John 19:16-42

	Saturday
	Dead in Tomb
	 

	Sunday
	Resurrected
	Matthew 28:1-15; Mark 16:1-8; Luke 24:1-35


Review:  Last week we learned that Jesus urged His disciples to pray so that they would not enter temptation.  Instead of praying, what did they do?  (They slept).
What did Jesus tell them they would all do?  (Forsake Him)

Was Jesus right?  (Yes.  When Jesus was arrested, the Bible says that all of His disciples fled).

Say:  After Jesus was arrested, He was brought before the high priest and other important officials.  Jesus was on trial.
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  Say This:  Many people insulted Him and lied about Him.  No one spoke up for Jesus.  No one came to His cause.  Even the disciples were not there for Him.  In fact, during the night, Peter denied Jesus three times just as Jesus said that he would.  
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Say This:  When morning came, Jesus was taken before Pilate, the king of the land where Jesus lived.  
PowerPoint: 
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Say This:  When Pilate saw Jesus and heard all that the people said against Him, he said that he could not find anything wrong with Jesus.  It was the custom of that time for Pilate to release one prisoner.  Hoping to set Jesus free, he tried to release Him.  But the angry crowd shouted, “Crucify Him; crucify Him!”  Pilate was stunned, and he was in a hard place. The people shouted, “Give us Barabbas.”  Barabbas was a thief.  The people chose a thief over the perfect Son of God.  

If Pilate had let Jesus go, the mob would be furious with him.  But if he had Jesus crucified, he would feel guilty.

The more the crowd yelled, the more uncomfortable Pilate became. 
 Demonstrate:  He washed his hands in front of the entire crowd as if to say, “I am not guilty”.  Even Pilate’s wife warned him not to have anything to do with Jesus’ death.  But instead of listening to his conscience and to his wife, he listened to the crowd.

(Note to teacher:  We are ALL listening to someone……………..)
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Say This:  Pilate sent Jesus out to be crucified.

Read This:  Matthew 27:27-31

   The governor's soldiers took Jesus into the palace, which was called the Praetorium. All the rest of the soldiers gathered around him. They took off His clothes and put a purple robe on Him. Then they twisted thorns together to make a crown. They placed it on His head. They put a stick in His right hand. Then they fell on their knees in front of Him and made fun of Him. "We honor you, king of the Jews!" they said. They spit on Him. They hit Him on the head with the stick again and again. 
PowerPoint: 
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Say This:  After they had made fun of Him, they took off the robe. They put His own clothes back on Him. Then they led Him away to nail Him to a cross. 

 The Cross

Usually, the person condemned to die by crucifixion had to carry his own cross.  But after receiving such a beating, Jesus was probably too weak to carry it.  Soldiers forced a man named Simon from Cyrene to carry Jesus’ cross.
Deeper Study for Teacher:  The first verb in the 22:26 is epilambanomai, “‘take hold of, grasp, catch,' sometimes with violence." It seems here that Simon has no choice in the matter.  He was forced to carry Jesus’ cross. 

The phrase "made him carry (Greek phero) it following (opisthen) Jesus" reminds me of Jesus' own words, months before, where he told His disciples, "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up (airo) his cross daily and follow (akoloutheo) me." The Greek words are different, but the thought is similar. The experience of carrying Jesus' cross must have been life-changing for Simon, for Mark notes that he is "the father of Alexander and Rufus" (Mark 15:21), no doubt later disciples who are well-known to Mark's readers.

www.bible.org
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The Crucifixion  

This is how a person was usually crucified:  a cross would be laid on the ground.  The person being crucified would be forced to lie on top of the cross.  His outstretched arms would be nailed to the cross.  There was also a larger piece of wood to hold the body onto the cross.  Once the person was on the cross, it would be erected and jolted into the ground.   Most people who were crucified died by suffocation; they simply could not catch their breath.  Jesus’ hand and feet were nailed to the cross.   ("Look at My hands and My feet. It is I Myself!" Luke 24:39; also John 20:25; Acts 2:23; Colossians 2:14).  

Say:  After Jesus was nailed to the cross, He exclaimed, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.”  Luke 23:34

Ask:  Whom do you think Jesus was telling His Father to forgive? 

The soldiers? To them, Jesus was probably just another criminal.  While He was in agony, they were gambling for His clothes.  How can Jesus forgive them?

Pilate?   Though Pilate had great power – enough to set Jesus free- he chose to listen to the crowd.  How can Jesus forgive him? 

The Jewish leaders? Think about all they did to kill Jesus.  They lied about Him, brought in false witnesses, got the crowd to convince Pilate to have Jesus crucified.  They were against Jesus throughout His entire earthly ministry.  How can Jesus forgive them?  

Say:  “The application to disciples is very clear: if Jesus interceded for the forgiveness of his enemies who were guilty of gross wickedness, how can you and I withhold forgiveness from those who have wronged us? If we are disciples, learners, of Jesus, then we must learn this. If we are followers of Jesus, then we must follow Him here, along the path of forgiving our enemies and persecutors and those who intend evil against us (Luke 6:27-31; Matthew 5:43-48; 6:14-15).  When evil has plunged a person into the grossest iniquity and the depths of degradation, the grace of God seems to be all the more beautiful.”  (Quote by Dr. Ralph F. Wilson)                                 

Say:  Once they came to the place called Golgotha (the place of the skull), they crucified Jesus.
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Picture of Golgotha (from ebibleteacher.com)

Luke 23:33  When they came to the place called the Skull, there they crucified Him, along with the criminals–one on his right, the other on his left. 
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Say:  There were two other people, criminals, crucified at the same time as Jesus.  One of the criminals insulted Jesus.  But the other criminal chose to believe in Him! He turned to Jesus and said, “"Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom." 

 Jesus answered him, "What I'm about to tell you is true. Today you will be with Me in paradise."    (Luke 23:42b-43). 

Even at His death, Jesus thinks of others.
Say:  We know that many of Jesus’ disciples were afraid and ran away.  But Mary, the mother of Jesus, was always right there with Him.  Even at the cross, Mary was there.    But Jesus cannot bear to see His mother suffer.  Mary was standing next to John.  Jesus said, “Woman, here is your son,” and to John, “Here is your mother”. “And from that hour the disciple took her into his own home” (John 19:26-27). 

“The basic meaning of Jesus’ statement is clear. He was entrusting care of his mother to one of his most intimate friends and followers. He was making sure that she would be loved and cared for after Jesus’ death. Jesus knew he could trust his beloved follower with an extremely important responsibility.”  (By Dr. Mark D. Roberts)

Read This - Matthew 27:35-44
  When they had nailed Him to the cross, they divided His clothes by casting lots. They sat down and kept watch over Him there. 

 Above His head, they placed the written charge against him. It read, “This is Jesus, the king of the Jews”. 

 Two robbers were crucified with Him. One was on His right and one was on His left. 

 Those who passed by shouted at Jesus and made fun of Him. They shook their heads and said, "So You are going to destroy the temple and build it again in three days? Then save Yourself! Come down from the cross, if You are the Son of God!" 

In the same way the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the elders made fun of Him. "He saved others," they said. "But He can't save Himself! He's the King of Israel! Let Him come down now from the cross! Then we will believe in Him. He trusts in God. Let God rescue him now if He wants Him. He's the one who said, 'I am the Son of God.'”
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Matthew 27:45-46
 From noon until three o'clock, the whole land was covered with darkness. About three o'clock, Jesus cried out in a loud voice. He said, "Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?" This means, "My God, my God, why have you deserted me?"— (Psalm 22:1)
Note to Teacher: 

 What does the darkness mean? (Explanation by Dr. Ralph F. Wilson)

1. Spiritual Darkness - Jesus had said to his enemies in the Garden: "Every day I was with you in the temple courts, and you did not lay a hand on me. But this is your hour -- when darkness reigns" (Luke 22:53). Darkness is a symbol of ignorance, spiritual blindness, and evil (1:79; 11:34). The contrast between darkness and light is especially well developed in John's Gospel (1:5; 3:19; 8:12; 12:35, 46). See also Acts 26:18; Ephesians 5:11; 6:12; Colossians 1:13; 1 Peter 2:19; 1 John 1:5; etc. 
2. Darkness is a sign of what will happen in the Last Days, if not a complete fulfillment of the vision of the Old Testament prophets:

"The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord." (Joel 2:31)

" 'In that day,' declares the Sovereign Lord, 'I will make the sun go down at noon and darken the earth in broad daylight.  I will turn your religious feasts into mourning and all your singing into weeping. I will make all of you wear sackcloth and shave your heads. I will make that time like mourning for an only son and the end of it like a bitter day.' “(Amos 8:9-10)

3. Darkness also may represent the Father's anger at the way his only begotten Son is being treated. Listen to the terrible prophecy of Isaiah:  "See, the day of the Lord is coming -- a cruel day, with wrath and fierce anger -- to make the land desolate and destroy the sinners within it.  The stars of heaven and their constellations will not show their light. The rising sun will be darkened and the moon will not give its light.  I will punish the world for its evil, the wicked for their sins.  I will put an end to the arrogance of the haughty and will humble the pride of the ruthless." (Isaiah 13:9-11)  That God in his mercy spares mankind displays great grace. That God intends his Son's suffering to actually redeem us from our sins is truly astounding (Mark 10:45).

Say This:  Jesus then said, “I am thirsty.” (John 19:28)
Matthew 27:48-49a Right away one of them ran and got a sponge. He filled it with wine vinegar and put it on a stick. He offered it to Jesus to drink. The rest said, "Leave him alone.   
Say This:  After enduring the beatings and the crucifixion, it is natural to see why Jesus was thirsty.  Anyone would be.  Instead of offering Jesus some water, they put soaked a cloth in vinegar and offered it to Him.  He refused to drink it, though because at the Las Supper, He had told his disciples He wouldn’t drink any more wine until he was with them again in Heaven. (Note to Teacher:  Arndt and Gingrich note, "It relieved thirst more effectively than water and, because it was cheaper than regular wine, it was a favorite beverage of the lower ranks of society and of those in moderate circumstances, especially of soldiers.”)
 
Say This:  Then Jesus cried out in a loud voice:   IT IS FINISHED! 
 He gave up His spirit. 

Say:  IT IS FINISHED is our English phrase for the word Tetelestai.  

1. The job You gave Me to do is finished.

2. The debt is paid in full.

3. The final Lamb has been sacrificed.

 Matthew 27:51-53    At that moment the temple curtain was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth shook. The rocks split. Tombs broke open. The bodies of many holy people who had died were raised to life. They came out of the tombs. After Jesus was raised to life, they went into the holy city. There they appeared to many people
Say This:  When Jesus died, some AMAZING things happened:
1.  The temple curtain was torn in two from top to bottom

Prop:  Show a thick piece of material; try to rip it from the top to the bottom.
Say:  The curtain in the temple was what separated man from God.  The inner curtain separated the Holy of Holies from the Holy Place.  It was VERY thick – as thick as the palm of a man’s hand!  And it was very big:  60 feet long by 30 feet wide.  Think of the power that would have been needed to tear that curtain!

When Jesus died to take away our sin, the curtain was torn symbolizing our access to God through the blood of Jesus.
2. The earth shook.  There was an earthquake!

PowerPoint: 
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3. The rocks split!

4. Tombs broke open!  The bodies of many holy people who had died were raised to life. 
Say This:  Jesus willingly gave up His human life to his Father who gave it to Him 33 years before. Jesus became obedient to death --even death on a cross!" (Philippians 2:5-8) 

The Centurion

"The centurion, seeing what had happened, praised God and said, 'Surely this was a righteous man.' “(Luke 23:47)

A centurion was a Roman soldier who was in charge of 100 men.  No doubt, this centurion had experienced many deaths.  But when he saw Jesus dying on the cross, he must have noticed something different.  He praised God. The Greek word for "praised" means that he kept on praising God. He praised over and over again. 

Ask:  How do you think he felt now after being a part of Jesus’ death?

Say:  He declares Jesus "righteous".  Matthew 27:54 and Mark 15:39 record his additional words, "Truly this man was the Son of God." Later, this very centurion is questioned by Pilate who wants to make sure Jesus is dead (Mark 15:44-45). I wonder what he told Pilate about the nature of Jesus' death?

Followers of Jesus (Luke 23:49)

Say:  How would you have felt if you had just witnessed the death of your leader, your friend, your Lord? 

It has been so sudden. Less than 24 hours ago they were in the courtyard of the temple, watching and helping as Jesus taught people who wanted to know more about God. Now He was dead.  They thought there would be no more life with Him. They were crushed with sorrow.

Application:  Sometimes you and I can reach places of such hopelessness. But when we conclude that there is no joy beyond this, no hope of meaningful life, nothing but emptiness, we err. On the third day from now, Jesus' shattered followers will learn that God never lets death have the last word. In the backdrop of the cross, our loving, weeping heavenly Father is fashioning LIFE spelled large and eternal, to be revealed when Jesus steps forth from the grave. 

(This section paraphrased from Dr. Ralph F. Wilson)

Jesus died to take away our sin.

Lesson #25 The Burial of Jesus and The Empty Tomb
STRANGER pp. 235-241
Main Point:  Jesus conquered death.
The Burial of Jesus 

   57As evening approached, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who had himself become a disciple of Jesus. 58Going to Pilate, he asked for Jesus' body, and Pilate ordered that it be given to him. 59Joseph took the body, wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, 60and placed it in his own new tomb that he had cut out of the rock. He rolled a big stone in front of the entrance to the tomb and went away. 61Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were sitting there opposite the tomb. 

The Guard at the Tomb 

   62The next day, the one after Preparation Day, the chief priests and the Pharisees went to Pilate. 63“Sir,” they said, “we remember that while he was still alive that deceiver said, ‘After three days I will rise again.’ 64So give the order for the tomb to be made secure until the third day. Otherwise, his disciples may come and steal the body and tell the people that he has been raised from the dead. This last deception will be worse than the first.” 

   65“Take a guard,” Pilate answered. “Go, make the tomb as secure as you know how.” 66So they went and made the tomb secure by putting a seal on the stone and posting the guard. 

Luke 23:50-56

 50Now there was a man named Joseph, a member of the Council, a good and upright man, 51who had not consented to their decision and action. He came from the Judean town of Arimathea and he was waiting for the kingdom of God. 52Going to Pilate, he asked for Jesus' body. 53Then he took it down, wrapped it in linen cloth and placed it in a tomb cut in the rock, one in which no one had yet been laid. 54It was Preparation Day, and the Sabbath was about to begin. 

   55The women who had come with Jesus from Galilee followed Joseph and saw the tomb and how his body was laid in it. 56Then they went home and prepared spices and perfumes. But they rested on the Sabbath in obedience to the commandment. 

The Burial

Say:  Jesus’ crucifixion was over.  Since the Sabbath was coming up, the people on the cross had to come down.  

Joseph of Arimathea, who is called a “secret disciple”, asked to bury the body of Jesus.  He was a member of the Sanhedrin, who had not gone along with the decision to crucify Jesus.  Joseph is wealthy (Matthew 27:57) and a "prominent member" of the Sanhedrin (Mark 15:43). Joseph went to Pilate and BOLDLY asked for Jesus’ body (March 15:43).

When everyone else was consumed with fear and grief, Joseph went boldly before Pilate to get the body of Jesus.  Ask:  Do you know who else was there?  Nicodemus.  (John 19:39-40)  Remember him?  He’s the Pharisee who came to Jesus at night. (John 3)

It’s fair to assume that both of these men became true followers of Jesus.  Perhaps they weren’t as vocal or “out there”, but obviously, their hearts had turned toward the Lord.

Say:  There are times when we are to publicly declare that we are followers of Jesus.  This is an example of one of those times.  Jesus was dead.  But it was not too late to declare that they believed!

Say:  Since Pilate had already determined that Jesus was truly dead (Mark 15:43-45), he allowed Joseph to take the body.  

"Then he took it down, wrapped it in linen cloth and placed it in a tomb cut in the rock, one in which no one had yet been laid." (23:53)

The tomb has been carefully prepared. It is not a natural cave, but one which has been “cut in the rock" It is found in a garden: "At the place where Jesus was crucified, there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb, in which no one had ever been laid" (John 19:41).

Ask:  What is so special about Jesus being buried in a brand new tomb?  It probably shows the value that Joseph gives to Jesus. 

Say:  Joseph was a wealthy man with a brand new tomb.  He could have used his wealth entirely on himself, yet he realized that everything he had really belongs to God.  Even in Jesus’ death, “extravagant love” was demonstrated.  Application:  Everything we have should be used for God’s glory.

After Joseph and Nicodemus prepared the body, they gently laid Jesus' body on one of the stone ledges in the tomb, roll a large stone in front of the door (Matthew 27:60b), and leave.

"It was Preparation Day, and the Sabbath was about to begin." (Luke 23:54) 

"The women who had come with Jesus from Galilee followed Joseph and saw the tomb and how his body was laid in it. Then they went home and prepared spices and perfumes. But they rested on the Sabbath in obedience to the commandment." (Luke 23:55-56)

"Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses have followed Joseph and Nicodemus to the garden tomb "  (Mark 15:47). They know the exact place of Jesus burial. 

Now they return to the place where they are staying, planning to come back with spices and perfumes after the Sabbath to complete the preparation of Jesus' body. 

John indicates that Joseph and Nicodemus had brought with them about 75 pounds of myrrh and aloes. These were inserted in the wrappings as they wrapped each limb with strips of linen (John 19:39-40). 

Demonstrate:   Let's take this pencil and pretend it is an arm.  Now let's wrap the bandage around it. [Do not wrap with the sticky side facing down.  Wrap it with the sticky side up around the pencil and catch the leading edge as you go.]  This is the way Jesus was wrapped in strips of linen and then aloes and spices were poured over the linen.  Then one long linen sheet, a shroud, was laid down.  Jesus was laid on this sheet so that his body was completely covered by it.   (Idea by:  Jim Kerlin)

The Resurrection

 (Scripture for Study)  Luke 24:1-12  On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices they had prepared and went to the tomb.  They found the stone rolled away from the tomb,  but when they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus.  While they were wondering about this, suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed like lightning stood beside them.  In their fright the women bowed down with their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, "Why do you look for the living among the dead?  He is not here; he has risen! Remember how he told you, while he was still with you in Galilee:  'The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, be crucified and on the third day be raised again.' " Then they remembered his words. 

 When they came back from the tomb, they told all these things to the Eleven and to all the others.  It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the others with them who told this to the apostles.  But they did not believe the women, because their words seemed to them like nonsense.  Peter, however, got up and ran to the tomb. Bending over, he saw the strips of linen lying by themselves, and he went away, wondering to himself what had happened. 

 (Note to the Teacher  - from Dr. Ralph F. Wilson  - Each of the Gospel writers adds specific details to the story of the resurrection. Occasionally, it is hard to understand just how all these details fit together. But we're studying Luke's account, so I won't try to weave in everything included in Matthew, Mark, and John. For example, Luke doesn't mention the Roman soldiers who guarded the tomb (Matthew 27:62-66; 28:11-15). We'll focus on Luke's telling of the story.)

The Women Come to the Tomb (Luke 24:1)

"On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices they had prepared and went to the tomb." (24:1) 

The women began their walk to Jesus’ tomb very early.  They are going to anoint Jesus’ body with more spices.  

The Stone Is Rolled Away, the Body Missing (24:2-3)

"They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus." (24:2-3)

Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses (Matthew 27:61; Mark 15:47) had witnessed Jesus' burial on Friday evening. They are sure of the location; there was no mistake about that. And since it is a new tomb, there is no confusing either the tomb or which corpse belongs to Jesus. But when they arrive the large stone blocking the door has been rolled away and the body is nowhere to be seen.

Two Angels Appear to Them (Luke 24:4-5a)

"While they were wondering about this, suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed like lightning stood beside them. They were terrified;  the women bowed down with their faces to the ground." (Luke 24:4-5a)

He Has Risen (Luke 24:5b-6a)

Now the angels speak: "But the men said to them, 'Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here; he has risen!" (24:5b-6a)

The angels ask a startling question: "Why do you seek the living among the dead?" They are in a tomb looking for a dead man. But a grave is no place to find the living Chris.  

He is risen!  To followers who have been shocked by His crucifixion, hearts heavy with dejection, and eyes puffy with tears, these words are like an explosion. Risen! Raised to life! Their emotions are now wrenched again with the news. It must be true, coming from angels! But how can it be?

Jesus Foretells His Resurrection  (Luke 24:6b-8)

The angels continue:

"Remember how he told you, while he was still with you in Galilee: 'The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, be crucified and on the third day be raised again Then they remembered his words." (24:6b-8)

The angels recite to the women Jesus' own prophecy that this should take place, which we read earlier in Luke:

"The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life  (9:22)

"He will be handed over to the Gentiles. They will mock him, insult him, spit on him, flog him and kill him. On the third day he will rise again." (18:32-33)

The women have a glimmer of recognition. "Then they remembered his words" (24:8). It is clear that the women now believe that Jesus is risen. 

The Women Report to the Eleven (24:9-10)

For a time they seem to be paralyzed by fear (Mark 16:8), but now they run to tell the Eleven (Matthew 28:8; John 20:2).

"When they came back from the tomb, they told all these things to the Eleven and to all the others. It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the others with them who told this to the apostles." (24:9-10)

The women named here are disciples from Galilee whom Jesus has delivered and healed. Mary Magdalene has been delivered from demonic forces. Mary the Mother of James is apparently "the other Mary" mentioned in Matthew's account (Matthew 28.1). Solome is mentioned in Mark 15:40 at the cross and 16:1 at the tomb. She is probably the same person that Matthew describes as "the mother of Zebedee's sons" (Matthew 27:56). 

The Eleven Don't Believe Them (24:11)

These faithful women disciples are believers, but ironically, the male disciples are not.  

"But they did not believe the women, because their words seemed to them like nonsense." (24:11) 

Peter Runs to the Tomb and Sees the Grave clothes (24:12)

While they may not believe that Jesus is risen, they are certainly concerned that his body is missing. Peter (apparently with John, according to John 20:3-6) runs to the tomb:

"Peter, however, got up and ran to the tomb. Bending over, he saw the strips of linen lying by themselves, and he went away, wondering to himself what had happened." (24:12) 

"He [John] bent over and looked in at the (strips of) linen lying there but did not go in. Then Simon Peter, who was behind him, arrived and went into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, as well as the burial cloth that had been around Jesus' head. The cloth was folded up by itself, separate from the linen." (John 20:5-7)

Say:  It’s obvious that the body had not been stolen.  If anyone had stolen the body, they certainly wouldn’t have taken the time to remove and fold the cloths.  

Something wonderful has happened, but Peter can’t quite get it all yet.  He goes away "wondering to himself what had happened" (24:12b). Peter is amazed, but not yet believing that Jesus is raised from the dead, as the women already do. 

Say:   Because we know the whole story, it’s easy for us to believe that Jesus is alive.  But this required FAITH and TRUST for the disciples.  Next week, we are going to see what happens when Jesus reveals Himself.

Main Point:  Jesus conquered death.

Lesson #26 Jesus Appears on the Road to Emmaus and also to His Disciples
Main Point:  Jesus reveals Himself.

Luke 24:13-35 (New International Version)  On the Road to Emmaus 

   13Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem. 14They were talking with each other about everything that had happened. 15As they talked and discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked along with them; 16but they were kept from recognizing him. 

   17He asked them, “What are you discussing together as you walk along?” 

   They stood still, their faces downcast. 18One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, “Are you only a visitor to Jerusalem and do not know the things that have happened there in these days?” 

   19“What things?” he asked. 

   “About Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “He was a prophet, powerful in word and deed before God and all the people. 20The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and they crucified him; 21but we had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel. And what is more, it is the third day since all this took place. 22In addition, some of our women amazed us. They went to the tomb early this morning 23but didn't find his body. They came and told us that they had seen a vision of angels, who said he was alive. 24Then some of our companions went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but him they did not see.” 

   25He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 26Did not the Christ have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?” 27And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself. 

   28As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus acted as if he were going farther. 29But they urged him strongly, “Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is almost over.” So he went in to stay with them. 

   30When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to them. 31Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him, and he disappeared from their sight. 32They asked each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?” 

   33They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven and those with them, assembled together 34and saying, “It is true! The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon.” 35Then the two told what had happened on the way, and how Jesus was recognized by them when he broke the bread. 

Jesus had only one theme in his message. The Bible says that ". . . he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself." There are only a few key themes that run throughout the entire Bible. On the road to Emmaus, Jesus had just a few hours to teach. Undoubtedly he covered key biblical events, stringing them together in logical sequence. Those events tied together in one continuous message—about Himself. 

The Way Jesus Taught:  By John R. Cross

1. He taught His history sequentially or chronologically. It had a logical flow. 

2. He knew concepts must have foundations—He moved from the simple to complex. 

3. He had message priorities. He majored on the majors. 

4. He stuck to only one theme.

This lesson has been adapted from a sermon written by Pastor Vince Gerhardy *used with his permission
Disappointment, doubt, disillusionment, defeat, discouragement, despair and death - all of these words sum up how Cleopas and his companion must have felt as they trudged up the road toward Emmaus. They had left the downhearted and confused group of disciples who were afraid and confused over what had happened to Jesus on Good Friday. The two men, as they traveled along, were also sad and disillusioned.

The Master they had loved and followed had been horribly put to death – a cruel and degrading death on a cross. Jesus had been made a public spectacle, exposed to the jeers of all who passed by. Only a week before, their hopes had risen to fever pitch when the excited crowds welcomed their Master waving palm branches and shouting ‘hosanna’. But now Jesus lay dead in a sealed tomb. Their hopes were dashed; the dream was over!

Even the report of the women that Christ’s tomb was empty didn’t raise their spirits; it only confused them even more. The two despondent disciples walking the road to Emmaus summed up the situation very neatly when they said, "We had hoped that he would be the one who was going to set Israel free!"
Human hope is a fragile thing, and when it withers, it’s difficult to revive. 

"We had hoped … ", Cleopas and his friend had said. They were saying, "We don’t expect it now, but once we did. We had high hopes for the future, but now those hopes are gone and all we have left is disappointment." Ask:  Can you identify with the feelings of these two disciples in any way? For each of us the cause of feeling down might be different, but it would be a rare person indeed who could claim that they were not affected by any of those D words - disappointment, doubt, disillusionment, defeat, discouragement, depression, despondency or despair.

As the two men walked along, a stranger joined them. This was going to be the most significant walk in their whole lives. The stranger asked them what they were discussing. And so they poured out their story to someone who seemed willing to listen. They tell the stranger all about their hopes and their disappointments. The last thing they needed was a brisk "cheer up" talk, or being told to "snap out of it". He simply provides a listening ear. As the three men talk of their misery and disappointment, the stranger walks with them. We know that the stranger was Jesus.

Isn’t that a great picture – Jesus walking along the road with his despondent and confused disciples sharing their troubles? Suddenly this 2,000-year-old story is brought into the present. When disappointment, doubt, disillusionment, defeat, discouragement, despondency, depression, and despair fill our lives, Jesus is the unseen "stranger" walking alongside us, listening to us, and if we are willing to hear his voice, revealing Himself to us.

As Cleopas and his friend talked about the cross, their bewilderment and sorrow, Jesus reassured them and helped them. How did he do it? He pointed them to what God says in the Bible. Luke tells us, "Jesus explained to them what was said about himself in all the Scriptures, beginning with the books of Moses and the writings of all the prophets". Jesus must have given the Emmaus travelers the best ever lesson on the Old Testament, reminding them how sin came into the world through the disobedience of Adam and Eve, and how the prophets foreshadowed a Savior who would be obedient even to the point of death. He may have reminded them of Abraham - how he almost sacrificed his son - and how the heavenly Father did sacrifice his Son for the sin of all people. No doubt, he would have referred to Isaiah’s description of the Suffering Servant of God who "was wounded for our transgressions, crushed for our iniquities" (Isaiah 53). It’s not that these men hadn’t read their Bibles, but that their understanding was clouded by the idea that the Messiah would come with glory and power and rain down fire on their enemies.

The two-hour walk to Emmaus must have seemed like five minutes. The two disciples could feel the despondency and sorrow they felt in their hearts change into understanding and hope as the "stranger" explained that Jesus’ death was a part of God's great plan of salvation.

When disillusionment, depression and defeat dominate our lives, Jesus walks with us just as he walked with the two men on the road to Emmaus. He points us to God's Word of promise in the Bible that tells us again that we are God's dearly loved children and that he will stand by us through thick and thin. He turns our despair into hope.

The two disciples asked the "stranger" to stop with them for the night and at the evening meal he "took the bread, and said the blessing; then he broke the bread and gave it to them". Suddenly it dawned on them who the stranger was. It was their Master raised from the dead. Jesus himself had ministered to them in their sadness. Now they knew why a change had come over them as they walked on the road. They now knew why their despondent hearts had been changed to hearts filled with hope and renewed faith. Jesus had revealed himself to them in his Word and through the sacrament.

I can imagine Cleopas and his friend standing in amazement; perhaps embracing in great joy, asking each other, "Wasn't it like a fire burning in us when he talked to us on the road and explained the Scriptures to us?" Their world had come together. They had experienced something of the grace of God. Because of his love for his despondent disciples, graciously Jesus came and met them on the road to Emmaus. Graciously he cleared away the fog of confusion; he showed to them the heart of God and his plan of salvation, and finally he revealed himself to them – he was alive, risen from the dead.

At the moment the "stranger" reveals who he was, he vanishes from their sight. But he has not gone; he is still visible to those who have the eyes of faith.

The road to Emmaus is a symbol of the Christian life. This story is about ordinary despair, and ordinary, Monday-morning drudgery. It is a story about meeting a stranger, hearing his words of comfort, sitting down at table and sharing a meal. This is story about the meaning of Easter for us. It enables us to see that the risen Lord gives hope and joy, when all we see is disappointment, discouragement and despair. It enables us to see the world, not as a place of death, decay, and defeat, but as a place waiting, groaning toward God's final victory.

This story about the walk to Emmaus is a story for every day life right now. If you are walking the Emmaus road right now or when you will walk it in the future with those sad Ds - disappointment, doubt, disillusionment, defeat, discouragement, despondency, depression, and despair – let’s remember we are not walking alone. The unseen "stranger", the risen Jesus is walking with us.

Christ is risen from the dead!
Christ is the Savior and hope of the world!
When our Emmaus road is filled with discouragement and despair, let’s walk it with Jesus. Walking with Jesus, our road will become a great highway of companionship, conversation, belief and hope.

 
Two friends—people who had known Jesus, who had walked with Him, talked with Him, and eaten meals with Him every day for three years didn’t recognize Him even on a long walk down a dusty road. Have you ever wondered about that? I have. How could that possibly be? 

The reality is: the disciples were looking at a man who happened to be traveling along the same road they were. They did not see Jesus because they did not expect to see Jesus. 

By opening our eyes to Jesus’ presence in the lives of those around us, we will come to see His spirit manifesting in our own lives. And thus we can say as the disciples did at the conclusion to the Emmaus story, 
“Were not our hearts burning within us while He was speaking to us on the road . . .”—Luke 24:32
Open your eyes. This opportunity is with you right now. Don’t waste this chance to get to know the Jesus who is in your midst at this very moment.  © Staci Stallings

Extra Lesson  Jesus is Coming Back

*Great Song:  These are the Days of Elijah (Behold He Comes)

Main Point:  Jesus loves you and wants to be with you forever!
Props:  a wrapped gift box

Say:  From studying the life and ministry of Jesus, we have learned that Jesus is the Living Water, the Bread of Life, the Light of the World, the Good Shepherd, the Resurrection and the LIFE!  

God has set eternity upon our hearts.  (Ecc. 3:11) We all know there is more to life than what we can see right now.  We all long to live in a place where everything is perfect.  (Romans 8:21 NLT  All creation anticipates the day when it will join God’s children in glorious freedom from death and decay). Think about exotic vacation places.  That’s how we all want to live!  You know that’s how God created the world – perfect. The Garden of Eden was perfect!

 What if Eve had recognized the serpent for who is really was?  Since sin has come into the world, we are all at war.  We have an enemy.  His name is Satan.  Satan brings death.  He is a liar, a thief, and a destroyer.

Jesus is the way, the TRUTH, and the LIFE.  He wants us all to have abundant life in Him.  He is the hero.

(Deuteronomy 30:19  I have set before you life and death…Now choose life).

Say:  Do you know that every good story/movie has these same elements?  There’s something good, an enemy, a battle, and a hero.  Think of some of your favorites:  Toy Story; 101 Dalmatians; Lion King; etc.  All of these stories have good and evil.

In real life – in YOUR life, there is good and evil.  We are at war. There is a battle between lies and truth.

Say:  Jesus is preparing a place in heaven for everyone who BELIEVES in Him and TRUSTS only in Him. 

· Jesus is coming again.  He is coming to rescue us from this world.  He is coming to take us to our forever home in heaven with Him!

Jesus comforted the disciples with these words in John 14:3: "If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself, that where I am, there ye may be also."

· Not only is Jesus preparing heaven for us, but He will also come back and take us there. Jesus isn't going to send someone else to get us. He will take us home personally. That tells us how precious we are to Him.

Jesus wants to be with us!

We all know that little kids love to be picked up by their parents.  But did you realize that parents love to pick up their children? (Talk about the feelings of a parent who are waiting for their child to be born or adopted.  Parents are soooo eager for their children to be with them!)

Personal Illustration:  When God showed my husband and me that we were going to adopt our Anna, we were so happy and excited!  We worked very hard to get all of our paperwork done so that she could come home to her forever family.  Then the adoption agency called and told me that I had to fly to Bulgaria to visit Anna.  It was such an adventuresome trip!  I couldn’t wait to see Anna.  The director of the children’s home showed me all around the orphanage, but I didn’t care about any of that.  I just wanted Anna.  Finally, the moment came.  She opened the door to the play room where Anna was, and I ran over to meet her.  Of course, Anna had no idea who I was, and she probably thought I was silly telling her, “I am your mommy”.  We were able to spend 2 days together on that visit trip.  God bonded our hearts together.  When it was time to bring her back to the orphanage, I thought my heart would break.   Leaving her in Bulgaria was truly the hardest thing I ever had to do.  (I wonder if that’s how Jesus felt when He left His disciples on earth to go back up to heaven).  I had to trust God like I’ve never had to trust Him before!!!

The next few months were painful agony to me.  The only thing I wanted was to go get my Anna. (Do you realize this is exactly how Jesus feels about us?)  I did not know when that day would be. (We don’t know when we’re going to see Jesus).  Finally, the day arrived when I could get on that airplane to get my Anna and bring her HOME.  Seeing her again was more precious to me that I can even put into words!!!  And I’ll never forget what the orphanage workers said:  “Anna was so excited that you were coming again to take her HOME that she refused to put on her pajamas to go to sleep.  She did not want to miss your coming”.

Say: What a beautiful picture of how each of us should be.  Jesus wants us to want His coming.  Just like Anna was so eager for me to come and take her HOME; that’s how we all should long for Jesus to take us to our perfect, forever home that He has prepared for us.

· It's exciting to know that Jesus is just as eager to come get us as we are to go to heaven. 

· In John 17:24 Jesus prayed, "Father, I want those you have given Me to be with Me where I am, and to see My glory, the glory You have given Me because You loved Me before the creation of the world.”

· Jesus wants us in heaven with Him. When He was here on earth, He told His disciples He wouldn't forsake them, and He says so again in John 14:3. He will come and personally take His followers to heaven. 

· He is going to prepare a place for them and will return to take them there to be with Him.

The Rapture 

· Jesus is coming again.  This is what the Bible teaches

· I Thessalonians 4:13-18  13Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about those who fall asleep, or to grieve like the rest of men, who have no hope. 14We believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him. 15According to the Lord's own word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. 18Therefore encourage each other with these words.

· 1Ths. 4:17-18    ...We who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and thus we shall always be with the Lord. Therefore comfort one another with these words.

Note to Teacher: Why do we call it "the Rapture?" When Paul says "caught up," that word in Greek is "har-PAD-zo." It means "to seize, carry off by force, to snatch out or away." When the Bible was translated from Greek into Latin, the Greek word "har-PAD-zo" was translated into the Latin word "raptus." So we get the English word "rapture" from the Latin word "raptus." We could just as easily have called this event "the catching up," "the great snatch," or "the harpadzo."
So you can see how this happens: Jesus comes back, but we go to Him, making true the words of Jesus, 
John 14:3 "...I will come again, and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also."


 Jesus will take us from the place of meeting in the air into the Father's house to be with Him in His presence forever. We will be with Him forever!

What About People Who Have Already Died Before the Rapture Happens?

· Has someone you loved already died?  Our loved ones who have died in Christ have gone to a place where we will be with them once again.  They are already in heaven with the Lord.

· When the rapture happens, “the dead in Christ will rise first” (I Thes. 4:16).  Their bodies will be resurrected!  

But what about people who don’t trust and believe in Jesus? *Sadly, not everyone will live happily ever after.

Say:  God wants everyone to believe.  It is a CHOICE to accept God’s gift. Prop: Show a wrapped gift. 

Say:  A gift is given freely.  If it’s really a gift, you can’t buy it; you can’t work for it; and really, you don’t deserve it.  It’s a gift. The Bible teaches us that eternal life in heaven with Jesus is a free gift.  There isn’t anything we can do to earn it.

Do this:  Point to your gift-wrapped box again:  Say This:   Let’s pretend that this box represents Jesus and His gift to you.  Eternal life with Him is a more than a wonderful gift. 

Ask:  When does the gift become yours?  (When you take it; when you receive it). 

Say:   Jesus offers this free gift of eternal life with Him to EVERYONE.  But sadly, not everyone will take it.

So what happens to people who don’t believe when the rapture occurs?  I would be wrong to tell you only the good part of the story where believers truly will live happily ever after.

Sadly, the people who don’t trust and believe will be left behind.  They will face eternal death.  The Lake of Fire was not created for man.  It was created for Satan and his followers (Matthew 25:41).  However, the Lake of Fire is where people who chose not to believe in Jesus will go.  This is not God’s will; it is not His choice.  This is each individual person’s choice.

(Review:  Jesus came to bring LIFE; Satan is a murderer from the beginning).

The Bible tells us that there will be terrible panic and confusion for these people.  We can’t even begin to imagine the shock and grief they will feel.

We all like to think about how glorious it will be to meet Jesus in the air and live with Him forever in heaven.  But the truth is, there will be many people left behind.
It is very important to LISTEN TO GOD and to TRUST HIM now!
Main Point:  Jesus loves you and wants to be with you forever!
Suggestion for your LAST LESSON!  
Lesson #27 Now that I believe, how can I grow in my faith?

Main Point:  You will grow in your faith as you stay connected to Jesus, the True Vine.

Props: a clear, plastic cup; soil, a seed, soil, watering can; a “sun” – inflated sunshine will work; wrapped gift box; 

Review:  John 14:6 says that Jesus is the WAY.  He is the only way to heaven.  There is no other way. (review the broad road/narrow road illustration)

 Jesus is the TRUTH.  It doesn’t matter what we “think” is true or what we “feel” is true.  (review the law of gravity illustration and Noah’s warning to the people). Jesus is the TRUTH.

Jesus is the LIFE.  Before we trust and believe in Jesus, the Bible says that we’re dead in our sin.  (review the dead rat illustration)  Jesus conquered death – He paid for all the sins of the world -  and came to give us life – eternal life!  All He asks of us is to believe in Him!

Use the following illustration while you are teaching this lesson:

Say:  When a person believes and trusts in Jesus as the way, truth, and life, a seed of faith is planted.

Prop:  Show a seed; plant the seed.

Ask:  What does this seed need to grow into a mature plant? (listen to answers)

Say:  Just like this seed needs water and sunshine, the seed of faith also needs to be fed.

Ask:  How can your seed of faith be fed?

· Read the Bible  [image: image118.emf]

  This is God’s love letter to you!

· 2 Timothy 3:15-16” … and how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness.”

· Joshua 1:8 “Do not let this Book of the Law depart from you mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it.  Then you will be prosperous and successful.”

God wants you to think about Him all the time.

· 2 Timothy 2:15 “Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth.”



Pray – Talk to God  [image: image119.emf]

 Every good relationship requires lots of communication.  God WANTS you to talk to Him!

· Philippians 4:6-7 “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”

· I Thessalonians 5:16-18 “Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”

· Go to a good Bible-teaching church.  Your seed of faith can grow as you learn more about God.

· Hebrews 10:24-25 “And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another--and all the more as you see the Day approaching.”

· Acts 2:42 “They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.”

Illustration Continued:  Show your planted seed (prop:  soil, cup, seed) and say this:  Once the seed is planted, watered, and fed, the seed begins to grow 3 ways.

1. The seed will have roots that grow down into the soil. (It would be really effective to have a lima bean seed planted ahead of time in a clear, plastic container.  The white roots are easily seen against the dark soil).   These roots will gather water and nutrition from the soil so that the plant will grow and bear fruit!  

The Bible tells us to be rooted in God’s Word.  We can become ROOTED in God’s Word by reading the Bible and going to a Bible-teaching church.

Colossians 2:7 rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.  

 Ephesians 3:17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love,

 Jeremiah 17:8  He will be like a tree planted by the water that sends out its roots by the stream. It does not fear when heat comes; its leaves are always green. It has no worries in a year of drought and never fails to bear fruit." 

When a plant is firmly rooted in the soil, it can withstand wind, storms, and heat.  

Say:  The same is true for you.  When your seed of faith has developed deep roots into the TRUTH of God’s Word, you can withstand the pressures of life.

2.  The seed will also grow up – 3. and out!

WATER (illustrate the process of watering a plant – prop:  watering can with water)

Ask:  How often should a plant be watered?  Most plants will thrive best if watered everyday.  

Say:  It is important to “water your soul” with God’s Word each day.  Read the Bible everyday!

SUNLIGHT (prop:  inflatable sunshine)

Say:  All of you have heard in science class how plants use photosynthesis to make food.  As long as a plant has a source of light, it can be fed.  The same is true for you.  Jesus said that He is the LIGHT of the world (John 8:12) and that whoever follows Him will never walk in darkness but will have the light of life.  

What happens when a plant is well cared for?      The seed will grow into a plant.

1.  The plant will grow branches that reach out and bear fruit.  

2.  It is interesting to note that a tree does not “decide” when to bear fruit.  It just happens.  In the same way, we can’t “decide” when we’re going to bear fruit.  Fruit comes naturally when we remain connected to the Vine.

3.  John 15:5 Jesus said, “I am the Vine. You are the branches. If anyone remains joined to me, and I to him, he will bear a lot of fruit. You can't do anything without Me.”

Conclusion:

Did you hear the last part of John 15:5 “You can’t do ANYTHING without Me”!  Our whole existence depends upon God.  Just as we cannot give ourselves the gift of eternal life, we cannot give ourselves the ability to live for Jesus.  We must stay connected to Him, because without Him, we can do nothing!

Prayer Circle

Main Point:  You will grow in your faith as you stay connected to Jesus, the True Vine.
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Stranger on the Road to Emmaus is written by John Cross.
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