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Achan’s Sin & Battling Ai (Joshua 7 - 8)
Main Point: God will not bless us when we are disobedient.
Key Verse: He told them, “God says, ‘Why do you refuse to obey My commands? You will not have success. You have deserted Me. So I have deserted you.’” – 2 Chronicles 24:20b
Materials: Candle, matches/lighter, paper bag concealing a mousetrap (NOT set to go off), piece of candy.
Personal Connection:

· Say: Can you think of a time when there was something you wanted to do, but your parents told you not to? Maybe you wanted to play outside near the road and they told you to stay away from the street. Maybe you wanted to swim in the deep end of the pool and they told you to stay in the shallow end. You had a choice to make, didn’t you? You could either choose to do what you wanted to do, or you could trust your parents and do what they told you. Obedience is all about trust. When you obey someone, you are trusting that person cares about you, has your best interests at heart, and is trying to protect you from danger, even when what you are doing may seem harmless in your eyes.
Hands on Application:
· Say: Let’s try a little exercise in obedience and trust. Can I get a volunteer? Choose a volunteer and have them come up to the front. Take out your candle and matches.

· Say: Here I have a candle. I’m going to light it, and then we’re going to see how well you can obey. Light the candle. Now I need you to obey what I tell you: Do NOT touch the fire on this candle. Can you do that for me? I know it’s going to be hard, but I think you can do it. Blow out the candle.
· Say: Now of course, you would never want to touch fire. It was the easy thing (and the smart thing!) to obey. Now, can you trust me to obey one more time? Take out your paper bag with the concealed mousetrap in it and your piece of candy. This time I have a paper bag and a piece of candy. Drop the candy in the bag. The candy is in the bag, right? Okay, let’s see if you can obey me now. Whatever you do, do NOT reach in and get the candy. I know it’ll be harder than not touching the fire, but you really need to obey me.

· Say: Does this make sense to you? It seems like you should be able to just reach in and grab the candy, right? It looks that way, but there is more that you don’t know. The candy is not all that is in the bag. Carefully take out the mousetrap. See? If you had reached in, this mousetrap would have closed on your hand and hurt you. Good thing you trusted me enough to obey!

Group Discussion:

· Say: Does this situation seem familiar to you? It’s a lot like the situation that the Israelites faced in the lesson today. Achan did not trust God enough to obey Him, so he took precious gold, silver, and clothing from Jericho. This is like snapping your hand in a mousetrap to get a piece of candy. It isn’t smart. As a result of this decision, Achan and his family had to be stoned.

· Say: God wanted all of the idols to be destroyed because if they weren’t, the people would worship them and would no longer worship the one true God. When God warns us not to do something, it is always for our own good. God is not being mean, or withholding fun from us. No, God cares about us so much that He has given us commandments to protect us. He only wants what is best for us and to protect us. When we disobey, God cannot bless us because we are ignoring his warnings against things that hurt us.

Conversation with God (Prayer): Pray that your children will always trust God enough to obey Him and listen to His warnings that protect them. Fill in the prayer journal and close in prayer.
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