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The Unforgiving Servant (Matthew 18:21-35)
Main Point: God’s forgiveness of our sin should motivate us to forgive others.

Key Verse: Peter came to Jesus. He asked, "Lord, how many times should I forgive my brother when he sins against me? Up to seven times?" Jesus answered, "I tell you, not seven times, but 77 times. – Matthew 18:21-22

Materials: A piece of paper with “Forgiveness” written on it.

Hands on Application:

· Say: How many of you have ever had to forgive someone? I’m sure all of us have had to forgive someone at some time. Forgiveness is a part of our everyday lives, whether it means forgiving someone for an unkind thing they said to you or for hurting your feelings; there are many things we must forgive people for. But there is another side to forgiveness: many times, rather than the one who needs to forgive someone else, we are the one who needs forgiveness. It can be very hard to ask for someone’s forgiveness when we realize we have done something wrong. It can be even harder to forgive someone when we know we should. Forgiveness is a hard thing all around, but Jesus commands us to forgive people (Luke 17:4).
· Say: We should be motivated to forgive others because of God’s forgiveness of our own sins. We also cannot truly forgive others until we have truly accepted God’s forgiveness. Let’s see how this works. Today I need two volunteers. Choose two volunteers. Let’s say one of our volunteers knows and loves God, and they have accepted God’s forgiveness of their sins. Give the paper reading “Forgiveness” to your first volunteer. So, our first volunteer has forgiveness. Now let’s say our other volunteer comes along and does something to hurt our first volunteer. What should our first volunteer do? Forgive the second volunteer. Right! He should give forgiveness to the other volunteer. Have the first volunteer give the “Forgiveness” paper to the second volunteer. Because he already had forgiveness from God, he was able to give forgiveness to the other person. But let’s say the same situation happened, but the first person never had accepted God’s forgiveness. Take up the “Forgiveness” paper. Now, when the second person does something to hurt him, can the first person forgive him? No. The first person has no forgiveness to give, because he never accepted forgiveness from God in the first place.
Group Discussion:

· Say: In the parable of the unmerciful servant that we heard today, the same thing happened as in our example just now. There was a king and a servant who owed him a fortune, and they both knew that the servant could NEVER pay back the money he owed to the king. What happened? The king forgave the servant of his debt. That’s right. The king forgave the servant of his debt. However, the servant never really accepted the king’s forgiveness. How do we know? The servant would not forgive another servant of his debt. The first servant refused to forgive another servant who owed him a much, much smaller debt than the one the first servant owed to the king. Because he never really accepted the king’s forgiveness, he was unable to forgive anyone else. In this parable, the king is a picture of God, and the servant is a picture of how not to act, just like in our example. Instead, we must accept God’s forgiveness of our sins, and in turn forgive others.

Conversation with God (Prayer):

Pray that your children accept God’s forgiveness and are always willing to forgive others just as God has forgiven them. Fill in the prayer journal and close in prayer.
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