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The Pharisee and the Tax Collector (Luke 18:9-14)
Main Point: Only those who see their need will enter God’s Kingdom.

Key Verse: “Everyone who lifts himself up will be brought down. And anyone who is brought down will be lifted up.” – Luke 18:14b
Materials: Three or four note cards reading “Big Problem”; one note card reading “Solution”.

Hands on Application:

· Say: In today’s lesson we learned about a Pharisee and a tax collector who went to pray at the temple. Jesus said that God accepted the tax collector, but not the Pharisee. Why was this? The Pharisee was proud of his good works, but the tax collector knew he was sinful. Basically, the tax collector realized he had a problem. Today we’re going to take a closer look at that.

· Say: I’ve placed a special card under several of your seats. Everyone check under your chairs to see if you got one of my special cards. Wait and make sure none of the cards are left under the chairs. Okay, if you have one of the cards, look at it and read it. What do they say? “Big Problem”. Uh oh! Looks like you guys have got some big problems! But there should be one person whose card says something else. Whose card is different? Find student with “Solution” card. What does yours say? “Solution”. Solution? Things are starting to sound better.

· Say (to the rest of the students): Now, if these guys have all got a big problem, and this other student has a solution, what do you think they should do? The ones with big problem should ask for the solution. Of course, they should ask for the solution. Once they do that, they’re all set! But I’m afraid I’ve got some bad news: all the rest of you also have a big problem, just like the students with the cards! Now that you know about it, you can ask for the solution like the others.

Group Discussion:

· Say: Think about this: if you hadn’t found out about your big problem, would you have known to ask for the solution? Of course not! How could you? You have to know you have a problem before you can ask for the solution. This was the situation of at the temple that day. What does the Bible say? Read or have a student read Luke 18:11-13. (If time permits, ask 2 volunteers to come up. Have one act like the Pharisee and the other act like the tax collector.) The Bible tells us that every person has sinned. The Pharisee was a sinner, but he did not realize it. His sin separated him from God, but the Pharisee thought he was close to God. He was puffed up and proud. Just the opposite, the tax collector knew he was a sinner. He knew that his sin separated him from God. He was humble and repentant. (Thank your volunteers.)

· Say: Remember our illustration? How many of you had a big problem? All of us. That is exactly the position we are really in. Everyone in the whole world, shares a big, big problem: sin. Each and every one of us has sinned and is in danger of being separated from God, forever. And the worst part is that many, many people do not even know they have a problem. They are just like the ones of you who did not have a card under their chair. They won’t ask for the solution because they don’t know about the trouble they are in. But we know both their problem AND the solution: Jesus! It is our responsibility to lovingly tell the world about their life-threatening problem and the glorious solution. We must tell them that God wants to make them a part of His kingdom! If they trust in Jesus, their sins are forgiven and they are no longer separated from God.

Conversation with God (Prayer):

Pray that your children will have the grace and courage to tell everyone about the problem they have and the wonderful solution. Fill in the prayer journal and close in prayer.

© 2009 BibleLessons4Kidz.com  All rights reserved worldwide. May be reproduced for personal, nonprofit, and non-commercial uses only.

Unless otherwise noted the Scriptures taken from:  Holy Bible, New International Reader’s Version, (NIrV®)

Copyright © 1995, 1996, 1998 by International Bible Society  /  Used by permission of IBS-STL.  All rights reserved worldwide.      









