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Parable of the Soil (Matthew 13:1-23)
Main Point: We want to have a teachable heart where God’s Word can take root and grow. 

Key Verse: ”But still others received the seed that fell on good soil. They are those who hear the message and understand it. They produce a crop 100, 60, or 30 times more than the farmer planted.” – Matthew 13:23
Materials: A rock and some good, soft dirt or soil.

Personal Application:

· Ask: Have any of you ever planted seeds in the ground? What did you plant? Did it grow well? How did you care for it? It can be tricky knowing what kind of soil to plant in, and if the seeds will grow in the soil you planted them in. 
Hands on Application & Group Discussion:

· Say: Today, we heard a story that Jesus told about seeds and soil. In the story, Jesus taught about a farmer sowing his seeds and about the different kinds of ground the seeds fell on. Remember that this story was a parable, and in a parable, things in the story show us things in real life. In this parable, what does the different soil represent? Peoples’ hearts. Jesus explained that the seed in the parable was God’s Word, and that the different soils were the different ways peoples’ hearts can react to the Word.
· Say: There were several types of soil Jesus talked about that didn’t allow the seed to grow. Hold up your rock. One of those soils was rocky soil. What does it represent? The rocky soil didn’t allow the seed to have strong roots. When the sun came out, the plant from the seed withered from the heat. This means that when trouble came, God’s Word didn’t last in the person’s life. Pass around your rock. Feel this rock. Examine it. What is this rock like? Hard and dry. Obviously, this rock is hard. How can a person’s heart be “hard”? We do not want our hearts to be hard like this rock! What are some things we can do to avoid having a hard heart like in the parable? Listen to students’ answers. Read God’s Word, pray, ask God for a soft heart for His kingdom. 
· Say: There were a few other types of soil that didn’t let the seed grow, but I want to talk for a minute about the soil that the seed did grow in. Jesus says that this soil was good soil. Pass around your good soil. Feel this soil. What is it like? It is soft, fertile, mushy. We are to be like this soil. What are some ways we can be like this soil so that God’s Word can grow in us? Listen to students’ answers. Listen to God, be ready to do what He says, pray, and read His Word. In the parable, the good soil produced a crop of 30, 60, or 100 times the original seed. This means that if we hear and understand God’s message, He will use us to produce many times more for God’s kingdom. What are some ways we can produce “crops” for God’s kingdom? Ask God for people to enter His kingdom, share the gospel, keep praying to God. Listen to students’ answers.
Conversation with God (Prayer):

Pray that your children will be good soil by hearing and understanding God’s message, and that they will produce good crops for God’s kingdom. Fill in the prayer journal and close in prayer.
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