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The Lost Coin (Matthew 7:24-27)
Main Point: God loves and values everyone.

Key Verse: “There is joy in heaven over one sinner who turns away from sin.” – Luke 15:10b
Materials: A coin (optionally a large plastic one) or another valuable object that is hidden somewhere in the room.

Hands on Application:

· Say: Have you ever lost something that was really important to you? Maybe you lost a toy or game that you really liked, or maybe you misplaced your favorite shirt. It can be very upsetting to lose something that means a lot to you. In the lesson we heard today, Jesus told a parable of a woman who lost a silver coin. This coin meant a lot to this woman, because even though she had nine others, she searched her entire house until she found the one lost coin. A single coin can be hard to find in an entire house. Today, we’re going to see how hard this woman had to look to find the coin and how much she cared about it. In this room, there is a hidden coin. When I say “Go!” try to find the coin. Ready? Go! Wait for the students to find the coin in the room.
Group Discussion:

· Say: Was it hard to find the coin? Would it have been harder if there had only been one person looking for the coin? How about if you had to search your whole house instead of just this one room? What if the coin was a very rare coin, worth a million dollars? Would you keep searching until you found it? Clearly, the woman in the parable cared a lot about this coin because she was willing to go through so much trouble to find it. In fact, she cared so much about this coin that when she found it, she invited all her friends over to celebrate with her! This woman was so happy that she threw a party over one coin!

· Say: This parable illustrates a bigger story. It is a picture of how God feels about you and me! God cares about every single person much more than any woman ever cared about any coin. Each person is an eternal being - worth far more than a million dollars to God. God wants each of us to turn away from our sins and follow Him. He pursues us just like the woman in the story pursued and sought after the coin. And when we do turn away from our sins, do you know what God does? Have a student look up and read Luke 15:9-10. Jesus tells us that God rejoices (in the presence of His angels) when a single person turns away from their sin to follow the Lord. God loves and cares about every single person, and rejoices when we turn away from our sins to follow Him.

· Say: As you go out into the world, try to see people as God sees them. Each person is incredibly valuable. Each person is priceless, and God wants each of them to turn from their sin, and enter into His kingdom, where they belong.

Conversation with God (Prayer):

Pray that your children will turn away from their sins and follow God. Fill in the prayer journal and close in prayer.
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