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Jesus Begins His Ministry
Main Point: Jesus emptied Himself to come and be our Savior.

Key Verse: Though (Jesus) was God, He did not think of equality with God as something to cling to. Instead, He gave up His divine privileges; He took the humble position of a slave and was born as a human being. - Philippians 2:6-7 NLT

Materials: One paper crown.

Hands on Application:

· Choose a volunteer to be the king (or queen) of your group. (Choose an outgoing child for this role.) Have him/her wear the crown.
· Ask: If you were the king, where would you live? What would you eat? Would you be rich or poor?
· What rights does a king have? (He can tell others what to do, make laws, collect taxes, the people bow down to him, etc.) Why does he have these rights?
· Let’s say we are all your servants. What would you order us to do?
· Ask group: How would our lives as servants be different from the life of the king? Would we get to do whatever we wanted? Could we leave and take a fancy vacation? Where would we live?

· Is it better to be the king or a servant?

· The king has all the rights. A servant must do what he is told to do.

Personal connection:  

· Ask: Do you think if you were really a king, you would want to give up your crown and become a servant instead? Why?
Group Discussion:
· Say: Let’s think about Jesus. Is He greater than a king? 

· John 1:1-3 tells us that Jesus created everything in the universe. What rights does Jesus have? (to be worshipped and praised; for every person to obey Him) Why?

· Let’s read Philippians 2:5-7. 

· Jesus gave up His rights as God to become a human being. (Tell your volunteer king: That’s sort of like turning in your crown for a pair of work gloves.) He came to serve all the humans that He created! He was going to teach them and heal them, and then He was going to take away their sin.

· Why would Jesus do this? 

· Let’s read Ephesians 3:18-19. Jesus loves each of us very much. He wanted to teach us about God’s kingdom and make the way for us to enter in. We’ll learn lots more about this in the coming weeks.

Conversation with God (Prayer): 

In today’s prayer time, thank Jesus for giving up His rights as King of the Universe to come to earth as a human being. Thank Him for coming to make the way for us to enter God’s kingdom. Fill in prayer journals and close in prayer.
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