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Jesus and the Widow’s Offering (Mark 12:41-44; Luke 21:1-4)

Main Point: God notices those who give to Him with a pure heart.

Key Verse: Man looks at how someone appears on the outside. But (God) looks at what is in the heart. — 1 Samuel 16:7b         

Materials: Two brown paper lunch bags; Trim: gold ribbon, sequins, glue, tape, raffia; Fabric scraps – some fancy, some tattered; two markers; Keep hidden: One paper heart, one paper bone
Option for older/boys’ groups: Do not make puppets. Instead, for Hands on Application: Show the kids a coin. Hide your hands behind your back and put the coin in one fist. Show both fists and ask kids to guess which hand the coin is in. Ask each boy to guess during the same “round” so that some will inevitably be wrong. Repeat several times. Make the point that we can’t see what’s on the inside by what’s one the outside. 

Hands on Application:
· Say: Jesus and His disciples saw two very different types of people at the temple. Who remembers who they were? The Pharisees and the widow. Who can describe the Pharisees? Who can describe the widow? 
· Divide your group into two teams. Say: I want each team to create a paper puppet of their character. Assign one team to create a Pharisee and the other team to create the widow. How do you think each one looked on the outside? Allow kids to pick clothing items and accessories and glue/tape them to their puppet.
· After allowing time for making the puppets, ask each group to describe their puppet and why they chose to create them as they did.
Group Discussion:

· Ask: Can you tell what’s on the inside of these two people just by looking at the outside? What do you think other people in their day thought when they compared these two people? Read 1 Samuel 16:7b. Say: People can’t see what’s on the inside of anyone, but Jesus can! 

· Say: Let’s see what Jesus said about what was on the inside of the Pharisees. Ask a volunteer to look up and read Matthew 23:27. Whoa. What did Jesus compare the Pharisees to? Pull out the paper bone and give it to the team that made the Pharisee. Have them place the bone inside of their puppet. 

· Say: Now let’s see what Jesus has to say about what the widow did. Ask two volunteers to read Luke 21:3-4 and Matthew 6:20-21. Where did the woman put all of her earthly treasure? In the temple offering. She quietly offered everything to God. She had a heart that was set on God’s kingdom. Hand the paper heart to the group that has the widow puppet. Have them place it inside of their puppet. We can only see the outside of a person, but God looks at the heart. He cares why people give what they give.
Personal Connection:

· Ask: Jesus pointed out the widow to teach us about giving. Do you ever give anything to others or to God? What do you give? Why do you give? 

· Say: Lots of you give birthday presents to your friends when they invite you to their birthday party. (It’s usually something that your parents have purchased.) Then one day, they’ll come to your birthday party and give you a gift. That’s great, but it’s not exactly what I’m talking about. Do you ever give something that belongs to you, without expecting something in return?
· Ask: How could you give something this week? Could you donate a toy or clothing to a charity? Should you give your worst, broken, old toy to a child that doesn’t have much? What should you give? Would it be difficult to give something that you still play with? What about giving part of your allowance in the offering plate or sending it to a missionary? Is this something that only your parent should do because you are too young to do it? No way! (1 Timothy 4:12) This week, ask God what you could give away.
Conversation with God (Prayer): Thank God that He gives us the opportunity to store up treasures in heaven by giving up something here on earth. Ask God to open our eyes to opportunities to give with a pure heart this week.
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