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Jesus Calls His Disciples (Matthew 4:18-22; Mark 1:16-34; Luke 5:1-11)
Main Point: Jesus invites us to follow Him and we must each chose whether we will. 

Key Verse: “Come. Follow Me,” Jesus said. “I will make you fishers of people.” - Mark 1:17


Materials: One small strong magnet, a paper clip, a penny, an aluminum can pop top, a tissue, a nail, a washer, a plastic bead, etc. (enough items for each child to have one; some metallic, some non-metallic.)
Personal Connection:

· Say: Today we took a glimpse into the life of Peter and his fishing buddies. Peter had already spent some time with Jesus. As Peter got to know Jesus, hear Him teach, and see Him perform miracles, Peter came to a conclusion about who Jesus was. Peter also decided what he would do in response to Jesus’ invitation to follow Him. Each one of us has to also choose whether we believe Jesus is the Son of God, and if we will follow Him. (Leader, this would be a great time to share your story of when you decided to trust Jesus and follow Him!)
Hands on Application:

· Say: I’m going to pass this bag around. I want each of you to pull out one object and place it in front of you. After each student has chosen something, say: Now I’m going to pass this magnet around. I want each of you to hold the magnet up to your object and see what happens to your object. (Pass the magnet.)
Group Discussion:
· Say: What happened when the magnet came near the tissue? What about when it came to the paperclip? (Continue naming objects.) Why did the magnet pull the nail? We know that magnets attract things that are metal. That’s why magnets stick to your big metal refrigerator at home. (Demonstrate the magnet and nail again.) Does the nail have a choice whether or not to move toward the magnet? No. The metal nail was designed by God to move toward the magnet. God designed some things not to have a choice. Those things obey the laws He set up. A magnet is a good example of this.
· Say: But God designed people differently. God designed men and women, boys and girls, with free choice. We each have some very important choices to make. Like Peter, we must decide if we believe that Jesus is God’s Son, who came to earth to take away our sin. Then we must decide whether or not we will follow Jesus. 

· Ask: Is it is “good enough” for you that your parents believe in and follow Jesus? No. Let’s look at two examples of children believing differently than their parents.

· Ask a volunteer to read Joshua 24:2. Who did Abraham’s father worship? False gods.

· Ask a volunteer to read Genesis 15:6. Who did Abraham have faith in? The one true God. Because of his faith in God, Abraham was greatly blessed!

· Ask a volunteer to read 2 Chronicles 27:6. How does the Bible describe Jotham, King of Judah? He worshipped God with all his heart (NIrV). After Jotham died, his son, Ahaz, took over.

· Ask a volunteer to read 2 Chronicles 28:1-2. Who did Ahaz, worship? Idols, Baal. Ahaz was wicked. He turned his back on God, so God did not protect him, and the nation of Judah suffered terribly under Ahaz’s reign.

· Say: These are two opposite stories! Abraham’s dad did not believe in God but Abraham did. And then Ahaz’s dad did believe in God, but Ahaz did not. What does this prove to us? We can’t depend on our parents’ faith to make us right with God. We can’t depend on our pastor’s faith or our grandparents’ faith. How do we enter into God’s everlasting kingdom? Read John 11:25-26. Each one of us must make this decision for ourselves.

· Give students time to ask any questions they may have about salvation through faith in Jesus.

Conversation with God (Prayer): Ask God to draw each child to Himself. Ask God to guide each child to the decision that leads to eternal life. Fill in the prayer journal and close in prayer. 
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  Your Cup





Peace, love and a sound mind





 Fear!








